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NOVACT submits this memorandum on Palestine which covers from February 2016 to April 2017, with monthly 

sections on the main human rights violations committed, the main events that took place and brief monothe-

matic sections.

This period is characterised by increased repression by the State of Israel, extrajudicial executions and isolated 

attacks since the beginning of October, especially in the cities of Jerusalem, Hebron and other parts of Pales-

tine. The consequences of the wave of violence of this period still have shocking chapters in 2016 such as the 

video of the soldier firing a Palestinian wounded in the streets of Hebron after an alleged stabbing attempt.

In addition, two resolutions passed at the United Nations have raised the alarm in Israel: one denouncing the 

deterioration of Jerusalem’s holy sites, and another by vetoing the expansion of the Israeli colonies with the 

support, for the first time, from the United States.

 This year can also be considered the year of the political prisoners, which is analysed in a section dedicated 

to the so-called “administrative detention” (detention without charges) with specific examples such as that of 

Bilal Kayed or that of a 12-year-old girl, the youngest in Israeli prisons. The last text from this memorandum is 

about the massive hunger strike of 1,600 prisoners led since April 17, 2017 by Marwan Bargouthi. A law of the 

Israeli parliament that seeks to legalise the force feeding of prisoners is clearly a violation of the right to protest, 

civil disobedience being understood as a fundamental right, and an act of torture.

 In addition, it is a period in which harassment and threats by Israel to Human Rights Defenders are growing 

alarmingly; irreversible attacks on individuals and organizations, including Palestinians, Israelis and 

internationals, including measures of physical and legal repression of activists and nonviolent movements. 

For example, this memorandum analyses the harsh situation in the centre of Hebron regarding the Open 

Shuhada Street Campaign, demanding an end to racial segregation and discrimination in the streets of Hebron. 

Organisations such as Youth Against Settlements (YAS) or activists like Issa Amro have regularly suffered 

harassment or imprisonment, as well as attorney member of the Popular Resistance Coordination Committees 

Farid Al-Atrash.

 Other topics analysed in the memorandum are:

• The increase in the number of demolished houses (about 1,100 in 2016, according to OCHA); And also the 

forced displacement of entire villages in Bedouin communities such as Umm al Hiran in the Israeli province of 

the Negev.

• The consequences in Gaza after ten years of blockade and two years after the last massacre, as well as the 

denounce to the International Criminal Court by four Palestinian NGOs. 

• The post-war stress situation of women in Gaza analysed by the Commission of the Palestinian Women’s Sta-

tute, and the increase in gender-based violence in Jerusalem as a result of the Occupation.

• Legal repression commemorating ethnic cleansing in Palestine by Palestinians in Israel (popularly Nakba, or 

catastrophe for the Palestinian population. 

• The concept of apartheid applied to Palestine. 

• Analysis of other Palestinian resistance models such as the so-called agro-resistance (by Jonathan Cook), 

where olive harvesting becomes an act of resistance. 

The texts of this memorandum are written by Ana Sánchez Mera.
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FEBRUARY 2016 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW

GENERAL SITUATION

According to OCHA, February was the month with more demolitions since 2009. “The number of demolitions 

for just the first six weeks of 2016 is greatly alarming,” said Mr. Piper (Coordinator for Humanitarian and UN 

Development Activities for the occupied Palestinian territory) “Over 400 Palestinians have been displaced from 

their homes – equivalent to over half the total number of Palestinians displaced in all of 2015.”

The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights on its weekly reports keeps denouncing the continued use of 

excessive force in the oPt, the targeting of border areas along the Gaza Strip, house demolitions and collective 

punishment, among other flagrant violations of Human Rights in Palestine.

There has been an increased pressure and harassment of Israeli Human Rights NGOs and Human Rights 

activists, as noted in the cases of the campaigns against Breaking the Silence and B´tselem or in the arrests of 

Ezra Nawi and Guy Butavia, both members of the group Ta´ayush 

HIGHLIGHTS: OPEN SHUHADA STREET, HEBRON AS THE LIVING IMAGE OF THE RACIAL SEGREGATION IN THE 

21ST CENTURY. 

On February the 25th Palestinians commemorate the anniversary of the Cave of the Patriarchs Massacre, also 

known as the Hebron Massacre. On February 25th 1994, Baruch Goldstein walked into the Ibrahimi Mosque 

and open fire on a large number of Palestinians who were praying inside the mosque. 29 of them were killed 

and 125 were injured. Goldstein, who was killed as well during the assault, was an American Israeli part of the 

Kach movement, a far right political party considered today as a terrorist group by the European Union, the 

United States of America and Israel itself. Those 29 Palestinians killed by Goldstein were not the only victims 

of the massacre, the Washington office of the Palestine Human Rights Information Center reported that in 

the month following Goldstein’s crime, the Israeli army killed 44 Palestinians and wounded more than 800 

other. The massacre took part in the midst of the Oslo peace talks and only in 1997 an agreement on a partial 

redeployment in Hebron was signed1. Since then, it is administratively divided in two areas: H1, under control 

of the PA, where around 140,000 Palestinians live and H2, under the control of the Israeli Army, inhabited by 

another 30,000 Palestinians and around 500 settlers. In April 2002, the IDF took full control of the entire city. 

Permanent watchtowers were erected in the H1-area in 2003.

Hebron is one of the most populated Palestinian cities, with around 170,000 in habitants. Unlike in other 

Palestinian territories, Hebron settlements are not located outside the city but within the heart of it, mainly 

within its Old City. This causes frequent incidents of violence and harassment from the settler population 

towards the Palestinian residents. An increased network of checkpoints and restricted areas makes of Hebron 

the living image of racial segregation, being Shuhada Street the most notorious image of these restrictions and 

of the occupation regime. 

Shuhada Street was closed to Palestinians 21 years ago. It was partially re-opened in 1997-1998 but has 

Palestinian presence in the street has been banned since 2003. According to the Hebron Protocol the street 

should be fully accessible to the Palestinian population2.  However, Palestinian residents of Shuhada Street must 

1	 Protocol Concerning the Redeployment in Hebron January 17, 1997

2	 Art. 7 Normalization of Life in the Old City 

a. Both sides reiterate their commitment to maintain normal life throughout the City of Hebron and to prevent any provocation or friction that may affect the 

normal life in the city. 

b. In this context, both sides are committed to take all steps and measures necessary for the normalization of life in Hebron, including: 

https://www.ochaopt.org/documents/hc_statement_demolitions_feb16_final.pdf
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?cat=47
https://972mag.com/political-persecution-wont-stop-us-from-breaking-our-silence/117265/
https://972mag.com/watch-incitement-against-israeli-left-just-got-a-whole-lot-scarier/114787/
https://972mag.com/its-open-season-on-anyone-opposing-the-occupation/116184/
http://www.unsco.org/Documents/Key/Protocol%20Concerning%20the%20Redeployment%20in%20Hebron.pdf
http://www.unsco.org/Documents/Key/Protocol%20Concerning%20the%20Redeployment%20in%20Hebron.pdf
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enter their homes through alleyways or by jumping from adjacent rooftops. Only Israelis and internationals are 

allowed to walk through this street, former hub of the Hebronite commercial activity transformed nowadays in 

a ghost city. 

The Open Shuhada Street Campaign, started in 2010 by the local group Youth Against Settlements, holds 

every year a huge nonviolent protest in this very same street in order to commemorate the anniversary of the 

Hebron Massacre and to denounce the situation of segregation and continuous violence and human rights 

abuse to which Palestinian inhabitants are subjected to. Just like the activists of the civil rights movement 

in the US back in the 60´s, Palestinians Human Rights Defenders are demanding in 2016 the end of racial 

segregation and discrimination in the streets of Hebron.

During this year´s nonviolent demonstration the Israeli police declared the area a “closed military zone” and 

violently repressed the protest, shooting tear gas and firing stun grenades. 12 Israeli activists were arrested, 

among them Professor Gadi Algazi, one of the leaders of Tarabut – Hithabrut, who stated that he has come to 

Hebron to “stand alongside the residents of Hebron, against the occupation, and against turning Hebron into 

a ghetto.”

A week later two Palestinians, one of them a photojournalist, were arrested as well during a nonviolent 

protest. 

The group of Human Rights Defenders in Hebron is a highly vulnerable one. The organisation Youth Against 

Settlements (YAS) is one of the groups that works in the heart of the city to promote justice and human rights 

through nonviolent tactics and strategies. They are a frequent target of attacks and harassment from both 

settlements and the Israeli army. Issa Amro, the coordinator of YAS recently stated that “The Israeli occupation 

forces are making our lives impossible” Their office is being declared a closed military area and Amro has been 

arrested a dozens times. His last arrest occurred on February 29th outside of this house while speaking to 

tour group from Breaking the Silence. He was blindfolded, hand cuffed and taken to Gush Etzion prison. He was 

accused of organising illegal protests and of using social media to incite against the Israeli army. He will be 

shortly summoned to a Military Court. 

Likewise, Farid Al-Atrash was arrested on February 26th, during the Open Shuhada Street yearly protest. 

Al-Atrash, Head of the Independent Commission for Human Rights (ICHR) office in the southern West Bank and 

member of the Popular Struggle Coordination Committee (PSCC) was sent to the Military Court on February 

29th for his first hearing. The Court ruled to extend the arrest period until March 3rd. The PSCC strongly 

condemned the extension of Farid´s arrest, as well as expressed their concerns at the “at the continuous 

arrests, harassment and prosecution of Human right defenders and activists”. Both Human Rights Defenders 

were released on March 1st. 

1. The wholesale market - Hasbahe - will be opened as a retail market in which goods will be sold directly to consumers from within the existing shops. 

2. The movement of vehicles on the Shuhada Road will be gradually returned, within 4 months, to the same situation, which existed prior to February 1994. 

http://972mag.com/photos-israeli-police-arrest-12-left-wing-activists-at-hebron-demo/117267/
http://972mag.com/photos-soldiers-arrest-palestinian-photojournalist-at-hebron-demo/117426/
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/nora-barrows-friedman/listen-israeli-army-making-our-lives-impossible-says-hebron-activist
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/profile/issa-amro
https://www.facebook.com/notes/popular-struggle-coordination-committee/israeli-court-extends-the-arrest-of-lawyer-activist-farid-al-atrash/1257052774323814
https://www.facebook.com/notes/popular-struggle-coordination-committee/israeli-court-extends-the-arrest-of-lawyer-activist-farid-al-atrash/1257052774323814
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MARCH 2016 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW

GENERAL SITUATION

On March 21st 2016 the Human Rights Council met in Geneva to discuss the human rights situation in the 

Occupied Palestinian Territories. On the meeting, Mr Wibisono presented his last report as Special Rapporteur 

on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967. Mr Wibisono has been denied 

entrance in Palestine and said that his repeated oral and written requests for access had gone unanswered over 

18 months. On his presentation Mr Wibisono expressed his “deep concern at the lack of effective protection 

of Palestinian victims of continuing human rights violations and violations of international humanitarian law”, 

highlighting the urgent need to address the following points:

•	 Ensuring compliance of the Israeli authorities with the Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms 

by Law Enforcement Officials, 

•	 Halting the expansion of illegal Israeli settlements, 

•	 Refraining from acts causing the forced displacement of Palestinians in the West Bank, including East 

Jerusalem, and 

•	 to urgently implement recommendations by the United Nations Children’s Fund with respect to the 

detention of children 

According to data provided by the PCHR, over the last month of March 4 Palestinians were killed in Gaza half 

of them children and 10 injured (20% children). 4 of the people were injured while participating in a nonviolent 

protest. As for the West Bank and East Jerusalem, 18 Palestinians were killed (2 women and 5 children) 38 

injured (25 men and 13 children). The video footage of an Israeli soldier shooting in the head a wounded 

Palestinian after a stabbing incident in Hebron has gone viral, raising again the concern over the increased 

rate of extrajudicial killings during the last few months. According to OCHA since 1 October 2015, a total of 

136 Palestinian suspected perpetrators, including 32 children, were killed by Israeli forces on the spot in their 

response to attacks and alleged attacks against Israelis in the oPt and Israel.

House and other structures demolitions continuous to arise. According to OCHA 80 structures have been 

demolished (74 in the West Bank and 6 in East Jerusalem). In Hebron the Israeli authorities demolished the 

family home of the perpetrator of an attack that took place in November 2015, displacing a family of six, 

including three children. Another three families´ homes of perpetrators of this last month’s attacks were issued 

punitive demolition orders or underwent preliminary surveys, in the villages of Hajja (Qalqiliya), Az Zawiya and 

Mas-ha (the latter two in Salfit). On march 31st, another family home of suspected perpetrator was demolished 

in Hebron. We must remember that punitive demolitions are a form of collective penalty, prohibited under 

international law.

•	 PCHR weekly reports

•	 OCHA Protection of Civilians weekly reports

•	 Human Rights Council discusses human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian and Arab Territories 

•	 Implementation of the recommendations contained in the report of the independent international 

fact-finding mission on the implications of Israeli settlements on the civil, political, economic, social 

and cultural rights of the Palestinian people throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 

East Jerusalem

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/24/israeli-soldier-filmed-shoot-dead-wounded-palestinian-attacker-hebron
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/24/israeli-soldier-filmed-shoot-dead-wounded-palestinian-attacker-hebron
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?cat=47
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18496&LangID=E" \l "sthash.QMICwUpS.dpuf
Human Rights Council discusses human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian and Arab Territories
https://www.google.jo/search?q=ODS+-+S%C3%A9doc+implementation+of+the+recommendations+contained+in+the+report+of+the+independent+international+fact-finding+mission+on+the+implications+of+Israeli+settlements+on+the+civil%2C+political%2C+economic%2C+social+and+cultural+rights+of+the+Palestinian+people+throughout+the+Occupied+Palestinian+Territory%2C+including+East+Jerusalem&oq=ODS+-+S%C3%A9doc++implementation+of+the+recommendations+contained+in+the+report+of+the+independent+international+fact-finding+mission+on+the+implications+of+Israeli+settlements+on+the+civil%2C+political%2C+economic%2C+social+and+cultural+rights+of+the+Palestinian+people+throughout+the+Occupied+Palestinian+Territory%2C+including+East+Jerusalem&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l5.2422j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.jo/search?q=ODS+-+S%C3%A9doc+implementation+of+the+recommendations+contained+in+the+report+of+the+independent+international+fact-finding+mission+on+the+implications+of+Israeli+settlements+on+the+civil%2C+political%2C+economic%2C+social+and+cultural+rights+of+the+Palestinian+people+throughout+the+Occupied+Palestinian+Territory%2C+including+East+Jerusalem&oq=ODS+-+S%C3%A9doc++implementation+of+the+recommendations+contained+in+the+report+of+the+independent+international+fact-finding+mission+on+the+implications+of+Israeli+settlements+on+the+civil%2C+political%2C+economic%2C+social+and+cultural+rights+of+the+Palestinian+people+throughout+the+Occupied+Palestinian+Territory%2C+including+East+Jerusalem&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l5.2422j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.jo/search?q=ODS+-+S%C3%A9doc+implementation+of+the+recommendations+contained+in+the+report+of+the+independent+international+fact-finding+mission+on+the+implications+of+Israeli+settlements+on+the+civil%2C+political%2C+economic%2C+social+and+cultural+rights+of+the+Palestinian+people+throughout+the+Occupied+Palestinian+Territory%2C+including+East+Jerusalem&oq=ODS+-+S%C3%A9doc++implementation+of+the+recommendations+contained+in+the+report+of+the+independent+international+fact-finding+mission+on+the+implications+of+Israeli+settlements+on+the+civil%2C+political%2C+economic%2C+social+and+cultural+rights+of+the+Palestinian+people+throughout+the+Occupied+Palestinian+Territory%2C+including+East+Jerusalem&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l5.2422j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.jo/search?q=ODS+-+S%C3%A9doc+implementation+of+the+recommendations+contained+in+the+report+of+the+independent+international+fact-finding+mission+on+the+implications+of+Israeli+settlements+on+the+civil%2C+political%2C+economic%2C+social+and+cultural+rights+of+the+Palestinian+people+throughout+the+Occupied+Palestinian+Territory%2C+including+East+Jerusalem&oq=ODS+-+S%C3%A9doc++implementation+of+the+recommendations+contained+in+the+report+of+the+independent+international+fact-finding+mission+on+the+implications+of+Israeli+settlements+on+the+civil%2C+political%2C+economic%2C+social+and+cultural+rights+of+the+Palestinian+people+throughout+the+Occupied+Palestinian+Territory%2C+including+East+Jerusalem&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l5.2422j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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HIGHLIGHTS: COMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN SITUATION OF AND ASSISTANCE TO PALESTINIAN 
WOMEN. 

Last month took place in New York the 60th session of the Commission on the Status on Women (CSW). This 

year´s priority theme was women’s empowerment and its link to sustainable development. A draft resolution 

of an agreed multiyear program of the work of the Commission for the next three years can be consulted 

here. Other official documents (agenda, work organisation, Report of the Under-Secretary-General/Executive 

Director of UN-Women, among many others) are accessible here, as well the closing remarks by UN Under-

Secretary-General and UN Women Executive Director Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka. 

A Report of the Secretary General on the Situation of and assistance to Palestinian Women was presented 

at the Commission. The report highlights the situation of Palestinian women for the period from 1 October 2014 

to 30 September 2015, giving an overview of the needs and assistance provided by the UN system with regard 

on education, health, economic empowerment and livelihoods, rule of law and violence against women, power 

and decision making and institutional development. 

The report draws attention to the post-war and recovery situation in the Gaza Strip and its limited 

reconstruction process, warning of the extreme critical situation that Palestinian population, specially women, 

boys and girls, are facing in the area after Israel´s summer massacre in 2014. 

The report also welcomes and stress the importance of the ratification by the State of Palestine of the 

UNSCR 1325 (2000) and UNSCR 2242 (2015) on women, peace and security. 

A side event was held on women’s role in the search for Israeli-Palestinian Peace. The event counted with 

Hiba Husseini, Palestinian lawyer and Chair of the Legal Committee to Final Status Negotiations between the 

Palestinians and Israelis. Since 1994 and Lihi Joffe, a board member of the Coalition of Women for Peace, from 

Tel Aviv.

When talking about peace and conflict transformation we cannot ignore gender and its power relations. 

UNSCR 1315 and related resolutions are not only about including a certain number of women on peace 

negotiations but about including a gender and feminist approach to peace and security. Women should not 

be seated at the table for talking about women´s right. Women´s rights are not a women responsibility but a 

legal obligation to all of us. Laura Sjoberg, Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Florida, 

remarks that “gender analysis is necessary, conceptually, for understanding international security, important 

for analysing causes and predicting outcomes, and essential to thinking about solutions and promoting positive 

change in the security realm”

http://www2.unwomen.org/~/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/csw/60/csw60%20multi-year%20programme%20of%20work.pdf?v=1&d=20160330T140251
http://www2.unwomen.org/~/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/csw/60/csw60%20multi-year%20programme%20of%20work.pdf?v=1&d=20160330T140251
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw60-2016/official-documents
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/3/speech-executive-director-closing-remarks-csw60
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2016/6
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL87igb1vaCC6avaWXhuOb-P1418Bh_OwZ&nohtml5=False
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APRIL 2016 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW

GENERAL SITUATION

Level of demolitions continuous to arise in the West Bank. According to the Office for Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Israel has demolished or confiscated nearly 600 structures, displacing almost 800 

people during the first four months of 2016. This represents four times the figure from the same period in 2015

UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon said at a Security Council meeting last April 18th that “The creation of 

new facts on the ground through demolitions and settlement-building raises questions about whether Israel’s 

ultimate goal is in fact to drive Palestinians out of certain parts of the West Bank, thereby undermining any 

prospect of transition to a viable Palestinian State”.

According to data provided by the Palestinian Center for Human Rights (PCHR) 4 Palestinians were killed 

by the Israeli Army in the oPt (including 1 woman) and 41 injured (including 1 woman and 9 children) due to 

an excessive use of force only during the month of April. Over the same period, 277 Palestinians were arrested, 

112 in the West Bank (including 1 woman and 14 children); 154 in East Jerusalem (including 38 women and 3 

children) and 11 in Gaza (including 2 children).

For further information, see:

Palestinian Center for Human Rights, Weekly Reports

Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Weekly Reports

HIGHLIGHTS: ADMINISTRATIVE DETENTION SITUATION OF PALESTINIAN POLITICAL PRISONERS. 

April 17th marks the Day of Palestinian political prisoners. According to Addameer3, there are currently 7,000 

Palestinian political prisoners imprisoned in Israeli jails, including 68 female prisoners and 438 children, 98 

under 16. 

Dima al-Wawi holds the dubious honour of being the youngest Palestinian prisoner. She was only 12 years 

old when she was arrested and convicted of attempted manslaughter by Israeli military authorities after being 

caught with a concealed knife. She was released last April 24 after serving almost three months at an Israeli 

prison. 

A 10% (700, 7 of them children) of the total number of Palestinian prisoners are held in Israeli jails under 

the controversial figure of administrative detention, meaning, they are jailed without trail or charges. Their 

detention is authorised by an administrative order issued by the Military Commander of the area. 

What are the legal basis for administrative detention? Is that a legal thing? Under International Law 

administrative orders are allowed under specific circumstances, such as a military occupation, however, due 

to the serious rights infringement and injure to due-process, according to International Law administrative 

detention use should be limited only to exceptional cases, preferring always other measures when available. 

Articles 284-294 of the Order regarding Security Provisions [Consolidated Version] (Judea and Samaria) 

(No. 1651), 5770-2009 provides Israel with the legal framework to place Palestinians under administrative. This 

Order transpires from the Military Law which governs the Palestinian population since Israel military occupied 

its territory in 1967. Most administrative detainees in the West Bank are held under individual detention orders 

3	 Addameer is a Palestinian Human Rights NGO dedicated to support Palestinian. More information http://www.addameer.org/

http://www.ochaopt.org/
http://www.ochaopt.org/
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_the_humanitarian_monitor_2016_04_25_english.pdf
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?cat=47
http://www.ochaopt.org/reports.aspx?id=104&page=1
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/26/palestinian-girl-12-freed-from-israeli-jail
http://nolegalfrontiers.org/en/military-orders/mil01/67-security-provisions-chapter9-271-315
http://nolegalfrontiers.org/en/military-orders/mil01/67-security-provisions-chapter9-271-315
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issued pursuant to this order. This order is used as an alternative to a criminal proceeding and allows the 

military commander in the West Bank to detain a person for a period up to 6 months if he or she has “reasonable 

grounds to believe that a certain person must be held in detention for reasons to do with regional security or 

public security”. The 6 months - period order can be extended repeatedly. The Order prescribes judicial review at 

the Military Courts. The person shall be taken to before a judge within 8 days of the arrest or of the extension of 

the order. Despite the existence of this judicial review, processes do not follow the regular rules of evidence and 

due-process principles are not observed.  Evidences might not be presented in the presence of the detainee or 

his/her lawyer, furthermore, judges are allowed to rule sentences based on confidential evidences that might 

not be disclosed during the process if they are convinced that these evidences might “harm the security of the 

region or public security.” For some further information and critics on the use of this law see B´Tselem article 

Criticism of administrative detention under the Administrative Detention Order.

Also, The Internment of Unlawful Combatants Law which came into force in 2002, is applicable for 

Palestinian residents of the Gaza Strip, where the military legislation was repealed upon implementation of the 

“disengagement” plan, in September 2005. For some further information and critics on the use of this law see 

B´Tselem article on Criticism of the Internment of Unlawful Combatants Law

There is another mechanism, The Emergency Powers (Detentions) Law, which applies in Israel and replaced 

the administrative-detention arrangement established in the Emergency Regulations of the Mandate period in 

1945. However, this one is rarely used against residents of the oPt. 

Israeli use of administrative detention flagrantly violates the most fundamental principles of due process 

and constitute a breach of International Humanitarian and Human Rights Law. Israeli use of administrative 

detention is arbitrary and unlawful. This practise supposes a violation of the Right to Liberty, one of the pillars of 

human rights recognised in the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights, of which Israel is signatory. 

For further information on Administrative Detention and situation of Palestinian prisoners, see:

Addameer: http://www.addameer.org/

Defence for Children International: http://www.dci-palestine.org/

B´Tselem: http://www.btselem.org/administrative_detention 

http://www.btselem.org/administrative_detention/criticism_on_the_administrative_detention_order
http://www.hamoked.org/files/2011/240_eng.pdf
http://www.btselem.org/administrative_detention/criticism_on_the_illegal_combatants_law
http://www.btselem.org/sites/default/files/1979_emergency_powers_law_detention.pdf
http://www.addameer.org/
http://www.dci-palestine.org/
http://www.btselem.org/administrative_detention
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MAY 2016 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW

GENERAL SITUATION

Despite demolitions of structures has slowed comparing to last month, figures already exceeds the total 

number for all 2015: so far at least 900 people have been displaced and the loss of water wells, solar panels and 

animal shelters has impacted the livelihoods of over 2,500 people.

In Gaza the situation continues to worsen. The Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in the occupied 

Palestinian territories (OCHA-oPt) denounces that only 20% of the requested funding has been received so far, 

alerting that more needs to be done in order to prevent another escalation in Gaza.

On May 31st, three death sentences were implemented in the Gaza Strip by the security services, following 

sentences issued by the judicial authority. The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights has condemned the 

executions, stressing that the sentences have been carried out with no ratification of the Palestinian President, 

as stipulated by the Palestinian Basic Law and stressing that “the aim of justice is not revenge but ensuring 

serenity and the rule of law”.

For further information, see:

Palestinian Center for Human Rights, Weekly Reports

Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Weekly Reports

HIGHLIGHTS: THE NAKBA AN ONGOING DISASTER.

“You see Palestinians do not have ‘aims’; they have rights. Because these rights are Inalienable, they 

represent the bottom red line beyond which no concession is possible. Because doing so will destroy their 

life. That they will not permit.”

Salman Abu Sitta

May 15th marks the anniversary of the Palestinian Nakba (disaster o catastrophe), coinciding with 

the establishment of the State of Israel and its Declaration of Independence. It marks the Palestinian´s 

dispossession of their land and homeland and it also refers to the period of the war itself, between December 

1947 and January 1948. 

The exact number of refugees remains unclear but it is estimated that around 80% of the Palestinians 

inhabitants of what became Israel, around 750,000 people, left or where expelled from their homes. 530 villages 

were destroyed and obliterated, wiped of the map. 

It is a day of mourning for Palestinian people, for those who remain in Israel, for those living under occupation 

and for the more than 5 million Palestinian refugees living in the diaspora. Nakba day is commemorated 

internationally but in recent years, Israeli authorities attempted to repress these solidarity actions, mostly 

through a change to legislation pertaining to budget allocations done in 2011, a bill known as the Nakba Law. 

The “Nakba Law” authorizes the Finance Minister to reduce state funding or support to an institution if it 

holds an activity that rejects the existence of Israel as a “Jewish and democratic state” or commemorates 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-response-impeded-underfunding
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/monthly-overview-may-2016
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?p=8158
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?p=8158
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?cat=47
http://www.ochaopt.org/reports.aspx?id=104&page=1
http://www.unrwa.org/palestine-refugees
http://www.adalah.org/en/law/view/496
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“Israel’s Independence Day or the day on which the state was established as a day of mourning.”

Notwithstanding that, Palestinians living in Israel defy this extremely discriminatory law, which violates the 

principle of equality and the right of Palestinians to preserve their history and culture and continue to organize 

events and actions on May 15th.

This year, marking the 68th anniversary, a March to Return was held in the Negev for the first time in 19 

years. The March did not only commemorate the 68th anniversary of the Nakba, but also wanted to highlight 

the ongoing efforts of the Israeli Government to internally displace Palestinians living within Israel. According 

to the organizers of the event, over 1000 people joined the nonviolent march carrying Palestinian flags and 

demanding the return of the refugees and the fulfillment of the the United Nations Security Council Resolution 

194, approved in 1948, which stated:

“refugees wishing to return to their homes and live at peace with their neighbors should be permitted to do 

so at the earliest practicable date, and that compensation should be paid for the property of those choosing 

not to return and for loss of or damage to property which, under principles of international law or equity, 

should be made good by the Governments or authorities responsible.”

More than 68 years have past and, unlike its Jewish neighbors, Palestinians are still denied their right to 

return. Israel approved in 1950 the Law of Return. This law recognizes the right of “every Jew to come to this 

country” as well his or her family. There is no comparable law that guarantees the same rights for Palestinians, 

even if they or their parents were born the area that is now the State of Israel. 

For further information about the Nakba see

Zochrot http://zochrot.org/en 

https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/C758572B78D1CD0085256BCF0077E51A
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/C758572B78D1CD0085256BCF0077E51A
http://www.adalah.org/en/law/view/537
http://zochrot.org/en
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JUNE 2016 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW

GENERAL SITUATION

Despite a significant decline in attacks and clashes during the second quarter of 2016, the risk for a flesh cycle 

of violence is deemed to be present. 

On June 21st Mahmoud Rafat Badran, aged 15, was travelling back to his home from a family outing. He 

was shot dead by the Israeli army after they had opened fire in response to stone-throwing, in which the boy 

had not been involved. Preliminary investigations showed that the car in which the boy was travelling was hit “by 

mistake” by the soldiers. Another 3 Palestinians also injured were treated at a medical centre in Ramallah, and 

a fourth wounded person had been taken to Israel for treatment.

Few days earlier, on June 8th, 2 Palestinians attacked a commercial centre in Tel Aviv, killing 3 Israelis. In this 

wake, the Israeli Government cancelled over 83,000 permits for travelling to Jerusalem. Most of these permits 

were issued previously, for for visiting relatives in East Jerusalem and for attending the Friday prayers during 

the month of Ramadan.  UN High Commissioner for Human Rights stated that this measure may amount to 

collective punishment.

Also, drastic water cuts are being implemented in the West Bank. In the Salfit region, three villages east of 

Nablus have had no running water for more than two weeks. This, rather than being related to water scarcity as 

Israel argues, shows another form of domination over Palestinian lives and resources. 

According to EWASH (Emergency, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene group) in Area C more than 180 Palestinian 

Communities are not connected to the water network. Vulnerable Palestinians households expend one fifth 

of their salary on water. The World Health Organisation (WHO) minimum standard for water consumption per 

person and day are 100 litres. In the West Bank Israeli settlers consume between 240 to 300 litres per person 

and day. Palestinians roughly reach 73.

For further information see:

Palestinian Center for Human Rights, Weekly Reports

Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Weekly Reports

HIGHLIGHTS: THE CRIME OF APARTHEID AGAINST THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE.

The term Apartheid is an Afrikaans word meaning “the state of being apart”. It was used in reference to the 

system of racial oppression and discrimination in South African between 1948 and 1994. 

Nowadays, the crime of Apartheid is considered a crime against humanity and, as stated in the International 

Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, adopted by the General Assembly 

of the United Nations on 30 November 1973, its continued intensification and expansion seriously disturb and 

threaten international peace and security.

The Convention defines Apartheid as

“inhuman acts committed for the purpose of establishing and maintaining domination by one racial group 

of persons over any other racial group of persons and systematically oppressing them”

http://www.dci-palestine.org/israeli_soldiers_mistakenly_shot_dead_a_15_year_old_palestinian
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/monthly-overview-june-2016
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/monthly-overview-june-2016
http://www.ewash.org
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?cat=47
http://www.ochaopt.org/reports.aspx?id=104&page=1
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%201015/volume-1015-I-14861-English.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%201015/volume-1015-I-14861-English.pdf
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Dugard and Reynolds4, in an article published in 2013 concluded that the pillars identified the South African 

Apartheid: the demarcation of different racial groups and primacy of one over the other, policies of territorial 

fragmentation and the system of racial domination and systematic oppression; are widely replicated 

nowadays in Palestine.

Establishing that many of the rights violations committed by the Israeli government are not only war crimes 

but crimes against humanity is especially relevant to the conceptualization of the current situation of the 

Palestinian people. Moving from crimes committed in a context of occupation to crimes against humanity, 

closes the debate on the proportionality of the attacks or the right of Israel to self-defence, opening the floor 

for talking just about unlawful attacks.

Talking about the crime of Apartheid against the Palestinian people is a key element in the design of future 

strategies for peacebuilding in Palestine. Breaking the equitable logic, the two warring parties, the logic of 

negotiations and peace for territories, which reduces the situation in Palestine and the situation of its people to 

a situation of a prolonged military occupation, is an increasingly necessary imperative in order to achieve that 

much desired peace. In order to end impunity, we need to end silence and complicity. 

To fight injustice, it is necessary to name it and to use the right tools for doing so.

4	 Dugard, J y  Reynodls, J. “Apartheid, International Law, and the Occupied Palestinian Territory.” The European Journal of International Law Vol. 

24 no. 3 . Published by Oxford University Press on behalf of EJIL Ltd, 2013.
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JULY 2016 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW

GENERAL SITUATION

The number of house demolitions keeps arising in the occupied Palestinian territory. According to the United 

Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) the number of demolitions during this first half 

of 2016 is higher than in any other calendar year in the last decade. The Civil Administration has destroyed 168 

Palestinian homes between January 1st and June 30th, displacing 740 people, including 348 children. Another 

12 West Bank Palestinian dwellings were destroyed between July 1 and July 18, displacing a further 62 people.

A Palestinian soccer team from the Gaza Strip was banned from travelling to the West Bank for the final of the 

Palestinian Cup by the Israeli authorities, arguing that the Shin Beit had “severe negative security background” 

on the players. The head of the Palestinian Football Federation filled a complaint to the FIFA denouncing Israel´s 

violations. After his complaint was filled, Israel agreed to lift the travel ban. 

Also, during July 3 death sentences were issued by the Gaza Military Courts, two of them against Palestinian 

civilians and a third one against a security officer. The PCHR has reiterated its position against death penalty 

and stressed that, according to Palestinian Basic Law, death sentences require the ratification of the Palestinian 

President for implementation. Since 2007, 22 sentences were issued without the ratification of the President, 3 

of them implemented just on May 31st. 

For further information, see

Palestinian Center for Human Rights, Weekly Reports

Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Weekly Reports

HIGHLIGHTS: HOW DO YOU UNDERSTAND CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE?  

The end of July has been marked by the beginning of a  massive hunger strike in support of Bilal Kayed, 

sentenced in 2001 to 14 years and a half. On June 13th, the day when he was supposed to be released, and 

administrative detention order was issued against him for another 6 months. Bilal Kayed started a hunger 

strike to protest against the unjustified extension of his confinement.   Another 100 prisoners joined him on 

his protest to denounce the Israeli policy of administrative detention, a form of confinement widely used by the 

Israeli government in where detainees are not tried either charged, in violation of the principles of due process 

and right to a fair trial, along with other obligations under international law. 

The right to protest should be considered as the first right in countries that define their selves as democratic. 

Rule of law and democracy are forms of government based on the agreement among those political actors who 

represent the interest of the majority of the population. However, the right to disagree with those interests or 

policies and the right to publicly express your disagreement in nonviolent manners, should always be respected 

and protected for the sake of healthy democracies. The right to protest could be exercise in different manners: 

nonviolent demonstrations, boycotts, hunger strikes...etc. Civil disobedience, understood as the refusal of 

compelling with certain norms considered unfair, represent the common denominator of many of these tactics 

and should be regarded as a legitimate practice as peaceful -nonviolent form of protest. 

Hunger strikes are a common practise of civil disobedience within inmate populations. It is a legitimate 

nonviolent tactic recognised under international law. Strikers are often met with violence and repression, 

including forced feeding. In 2012, of  the Israeli minister of Public Security Gilad Erdan, submitted a proposal 

to the Knesset in order to put and end to another massive huger strike, in which more tan 2000 inmates joined 

http://www.ochaopt.org/reports/protection-of-civilians
http://www.ochaopt.org/reports/protection-of-civilians
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?p=8249
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?cat=47
http://www.ochaopt.org/reports.aspx?id=104&page=1
http://www.addameer.org/news/palestinian-and-israeli-ngos-call-bilal-kayed%E2%80%99s-immediate-release


18

UNDER THE GAG  // HUMAN RIGHTS OVERVIEW PALESTINE // 2016-2017

the peaceful protest. About a year ago, on the 30th of July 2015, the Knesset passed a new bill legalising forced 

feeding. This new legislation intends to repress Palestinian´s right to peaceful protest, in breach of international 

law and contravening several decisions of the European Court for Human Rights on this regard.

Ironically, despite all the repression and coercive methods applied by the Israeli government to suppress civil 

disobedience, some of its representatives seem to be putting some of this tactics in practice, in a conscious 

or unconscious manner. Tzipi Livni, on a recent trip to the UK, refused to attend a police interview with the 

Scotland Yard War Crimes Unit in relation with her involvement in Israel’s 2008-2009 offensive on the Gaza Strip 

(Operation ‘Cast Lead’) At the time, she was Minister for Foreign Affairs and a member of the Security Cabinet. 

Pleasantries aside, Livni´s refusal to compel with certain norms, which she might consider “unfair”, is definitely 

not a legitimate act of civil disobedience.  Disobeying international law is a regrettable act that undermines 

due process and rule of law, enforces impunity and shows an arbitrary and partial application of the law. As 

denounced by the Palestinian Center for Human Rights (PCHR) “The United Kingdom must not become a safe 

haven where suspected war criminals can escape justice by means of political interference in the legal system”

http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/FS_Hunger_strikes_detention_ENG.pdf
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?p=8226
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?p=8226
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AUGUST 2016 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW

GENERAL SITUATION

Demolitions increased significantly in the West Bank during the months of July and August, mainly within Area 

C and Bedouin communities. The area of Susiya, located in the south of the West Bank remains under threat. 

According to the Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs more than 170 structures are under threat of 

demolition. The UN Special Coordinator warned that 

“the demolition of this community would set a dangerous precedent for displacement and feed the 

perception that Israel aims at a de facto annexation of Area C.”

The month however, has been marked for the anniversary of the Israeli military operation “Protection Edge”, 

launched against the Gaza Strip in 2014.

For further information, see

Palestinian Center for Human Rights, Weekly Reports

Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Weekly Reports

HIGHLIGHTS: GAZA, TWO YEARS AFTER PROTECTION EDGE…TOWARDS A DECADE OF BLOCKADGE. 

The Gaza Strip is located in the eastern cost of the Mediterranean Sea, although it can barely rely on its 

resources for surviving. Its 365 Km2 are the home of 1.8 million of Palestinians, making of the Strip one of the 

most densely populated areas on Earth. 

Since 2007 it is governed by Hammas and from that time onwards it has been subjected to an illegal and 

unwavering blockade by land, air and sea imposed by the Israeli Government. This situation is further aggravated 

by the recurring onslaught launched by the Israeli army, the last one during the summer of 2014, the so-called 

Protection Edge Operation.

This 50 days’ military assault to the Strip brought unprecedented death and destruction to an already 

devastated territory. 1,462 Palestinian civilians, including 551 children, were killed during the attacks. More 

than 18,000 homes were destroyed, leaving around 100,000 people homeless. 

The already know as the Black Friday, on 1 August 2014 brought a total devastation on the neighbourhood of 

Rafah. The carnage was the result of an indiscriminate and disproportionate bombing of this heavily populated 

area. Between 1 and 4 August, Israeli forces killed at least 135 civilians, including 75 children. Forensic 

Architecture and Amnesty International have created an online interactive map of the Israeli attacks, hoping to 

bring some accountability and justice for the victims.

Several Human Rights NGOs, such as Amnesty International, B´tselem or the Palestinian Center for Human 

Rights, as well as UN Agencies, have denounced war crimes and other serious violations of international law 

committed during the hostilities by both Israeli and Palestinian armed groups. 

According to Amnesty International, around 190 cases have been reported to the military’s Fact Finding 

Assessments Mechanism. Another 225 cases were reported to the United Nations Committee Against Torture 

on May 2016. So far, only 3 have led to charges against 3 soldiers. 

http://pchrgaza.org/en/?cat=47
http://www.ochaopt.org/reports.aspx?id=104&page=1
https://blackfriday.amnesty.org/report.php
online interactive map
http://gazaplatform.amnesty.org
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/4199/2016/en/
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Human Rights groups, agencies and organizations are denouncing the lack of transparency and impartiality 

of the Israeli justice system. Crimes occurred during military operations conducted by Israel are investigated by 

the Military Advocate General (MAG) who, ironically, is the same person who advices the Israeli army during the 

same operations. This means that the person giving legal advice to the army is the same one who later on will 

examine his own decisions. This clearly contradicts the basic principle of independent judiciary and impartial 

investigations. 

Lack of accountability is a great concern nowadays, two years after Israel´s massacre on the Gaza Strip, 

but is not the only one. The Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in the occupied Palestinian territory 

(OCHA) denounces that two years later that 

The living conditions of those still displaced raise a range of humanitarian concerns, including disrupted 

livelihoods, lack of privacy, gender based violence, ERW-related risks, and exposure to weather extremes. 

This has exacerbated the vulnerability of certain groups, particularly children, women-headed households, 

peoples with disabilities, the elderly, and the chronically ill. The delays in the reconstruction of homes stems 

primarily from restrictions on the import of building materials, funding shortages, and constraints related 

to lack of planning and land ownership issues.

The flow of material is insufficient due to the lack of funding (only 27% of the funding requested in the 

Humanitarian Response Plan 2016 for Gaza-specific projects has so far been received). Also, the iron grip of the 

borders controlled by Israel makes totally unpredictable the flow of needed material.

Addressing all these humanitarian needs requires policy changes. Putting an end to the illegal blockade of 

the Strip is a must to ensure a proper development of the area and the fulfilment of the right of the Palestinian 

residents of the Gaza Strip.

Source, Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs – oPt.
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Two years after the end of the most devastating round of 
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been made in the reconstruction. However, addressing 
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PRIORITY NEEDSRECONSTRUCTING THE 2014 DAMAGES WHAT WILL IT TAKE TO ACCELERATE GAZA’S RECOVERY?

Timely disbursal of funding

US$3.9 BILLION Gaza Detailed Needs Assessment requirements

Uninterrupted and predictable �ow of material
Nine years into the blockade of the Gaza Strip, Israel must ensure an 
uninterrupted and predictable �ow of essential construction material 
into Gaza to ensure timely implementation, address outstanding needs 
and help reverse Gaza’s de-development trajectory.

Planning and coordination
The Government of Palestine must increase investment in the National 
Of�ce for the Reconstruction of Gaza (NORG) and all stakeholders must 
come together to ensure coordinated and coherent planning for 
sustainable recovery from the neighbourhood up to the national level. 

1
FUNDING

2
FLOW OF

MATERIAL 

3
COORDINATION

of people who were internally displaced 
after the hostilities returned home35%

SCHOOLS HOSPITALS AND CLINICS

78 (100%)
78

Repaired
Partially damaged

4Totally destroyed  4

252 (100%)

252Partially damaged
Repaired

Repaired    1 (86%) Repaired   1 (25%)
Totally destroyed  7

1.   This relates to houses for which funding has been secured but reconstruction work is yet to begin. 2. This relates to houses for which funding has not yet been secured. 3. Source: World Bank as of April 2016. 

Gaza 
unemployment

Moderate/severe food 
insecure households47%

42%

55%

5%

Energy needs not 
covered

Potable Water 

450,000 

US$ 472 Million (13%)
Cairo Pledges disbursed for Gaza Detailed Needs 
Assessment priority areas

US$ 1.4 Billion (40%)
Cairo Pledges disbursedUS$

3.5 Billion
Cairo pledges 

for Gaza3

153,200 Damaged homes but still inhabitable

75,812 (50%)
Complete

17,750
(11%)

In progress

500
0.3%
Funded

59,141(39%)
Unfunded

1.9 MILLION
Palestinians live in Gaza

~70%
Of Gaza population need 
humanitarian assistance

1.3 MILLION
Need humanitarian assistance

1.1 MILLION
Targeted for humanitarian 
assistance17,800 Uninhabitable – i.e. severely damaged or destroyed homes

5,499 (31%)
Complete

5,050 (28%)
In progress

2,447 (14%)
Funded1

4,804 (27%)
Unfunded2

3 (75%)In progress

For a full version of the UN’s analysis of progress, needs and challenges in the Gaza Strip two 
years after the 2014 hostilities, please visit: 

RUBBLE REMOVAL

2 MILLION tons 
1.8 million tons removed

3,300
UXO’s removed

EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCES

In progress        6 (14%)

UN Country Team in Palestine

Palestinian children need of ERW 
(explosive remnants of war) awareness

http://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/�les/gaza_war_2_years_after_english.pdf

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/09/palestinian-court-suspends-local-elections-160908084522573.html
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SEPTEMBER 2016 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW

GENERAL SITUATION

The third week of September, a month marked by the death of Shimon Peres5, has been according to the 

Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs the week with more Palestinians attacked6 recorded since the 

escalation in the last quarter of 2015. More than 210 Palestinians have been injured and other 10 have been 

killed in direct confrontations. 64 infrastructures were demolished and 84 people displaced. The Gaza Strip also 

suffered the most intensive series of attacks since the ceasefire of August 2014.

The Palestinian Center for Human Rigths has also denounced the Ramallah´s High Court decision on 

suspending Council Elections, planned to be held next month, stressing that “these developments that would 

undermine and jeopardize the whole electoral process”.

For further information, see

PCHR Follows up with Concern Ramallah High Court’s Decision to Suspend Local Council Elections Next 

Month

Palestinian Center for Human Rights, Weekly Reports

Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Weekly Reports 

HIGHLIGHTS: PEACE, HUMAN RIGHTS AND CONFLICT TRANSFORMATION. 

Peace and Human Rights are intricately inter-connected. Peace is recognised as a Human Right, as stated 

The UN approved in 1984 the resolution 39/11: The Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace7, and Human 

Rights are in turn central elements in peacebuilding and conflict transformation.

However, the role of Human Rights might vary depending on which approaches and strategies are we 

applying to peacebuilding initiatives. 

When talking about peacebuilding we can find two main approaches: 1) The Human Rights Based Approach 

and 2) The Conflict Transformation one. The relations between these two approaches had advanced in parallel 

for many years. Whilst sharing an ultimate goal, the achievement of peace, they differed in significant material 

respects, such as analysis and mapping of actors involved in their attainment.  

While rights-based approach seeks to ensure compliance with human rights and justice as necessary 

conditions for the existence of peace, conflict transformation focuses on the analysis of power relations 

between different actors and seeks to modify structures that allow these abuses to occur, in order to prevent 

them from occurring again in the future.

Human rights can be defined as a “values, standards or internationally agreed rules governing the behaviour 

of states towards their citizens and to those who are not” (Baehr, 1999, 1)

5	 An interesting perspective on Shimon Peres from the victims writen by the Israeli academic Ilan Pappe can be found here

6	  http://www.ochaopt.org/content/monthly-overview-september-2016

7	 The Declaration proclaims that the peoples of our planet have a sacred right to peace and declares that the preservation of the right of peoples 

to peace and the promotion of its implementation constitute a fundamental obligation of each State. Every 21st of September, the International Day of Pea-

ce is observed all over the world.
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The behaviour of states in this sense can be understood both positively, in the sense of needing to act to 

protect certain rights; and negative, needing not to act or interfere to guarantee onto another rights.

The first form is usually related to the rights grouped into economic, social and cultural rights and the latter 

tends to relate to the protection of civil and political rights. We could say that the rights-based approach seeks 

to 1) strengthen rights protection systems as mechanisms for prevention of possible conflicts; 2) If the conflict 

has already been triggered, it would seek to alleviate the suffering that conflict causes in the population, stop 

rights violations and 3) establish mechanisms for accountability promoting mechanisms of restorative justice 

and reparation for victims of these crimes.

On the other hand, the approach of nonviolent conflict transformation perceives the conflict as a catalyst 

for social change and is taken as the core idea of social justice. It does not focus so much in preventing or 

alleviating its consequences, either in making the situation of injustice more bearable. On the other hand, it 

seeks to transform the structure that supports those injustices, not focusing on  the violation of rights per 

se, but on the imbalance of power that allows or facilitates such abuses. Conflict transformation focuses on 

a structural framework rather than a regulatory one. Thus, it preferably seeks capacity building of local peace 

building, as opposed to the idea of international norms and universal values promoted by the human rights-

based approach.

Both approaches have strengths and weaknesses. Human Rights Based approach uses an international 

normative framework8, shared, known and supported from most of the countries, including protection and 

accountability mechanisms. However, this approaches lacks of a power - relation analysis, which is crucial when 

the conflict and/or the rights violations are a consequence of power abuses or power imbalance. The analysis 

of the relations between the State as Human Rights guarantor and the State as a Human Rights violator needs 

to, inescapably, address power relations and aim to transform those structures that are abusing their power 

allowing, or perpetrating, rights violations.

The combination of both approaches enables the development of processes of social transformation 

from the bottom up, strengthening civil society initiatives and creating popular power, enhancing an enabling 

environment for systemic and structural changes.

8	 Tools such as the Declaration of Human Rights, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and international covenants and pacts alike
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OCTOBER 2016 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW

GENERAL SITUATION

The approval of an UNESCO resolution aimed to denounce the situation of deterioration of Jerusalem holy sites 

has raised tensions between the UN agency and the Israeli government. The resolution, very critical with Israeli 

actions around the Haram al Sharif / Temple of Mount complex in Jerusalem´s Old City, sparked furious claims, 

most of them related to the language used at the resolution. Israeli official claimed that the use of Arabic terms 

ignores the Jewish connections with the site. The resolution was approved in Paris after softening the language 

used in the previous versions with 10 votes in favour, 2 against and 8 abstentions. 

After signing the largest - ever military aid deal between the US and Israel ($38bn) last September, the 

White House has sent a condemnation message to Netanyahu´s government, in relation to the construction 

of 300 house unit in the occupied Palestinian territory. According to the Guardian, in a sharper than normal 

communication, the White Houses alerts that the “decision jeopardizes the already distant prospect of Middle 

East peace as well as Israel’s own security”

The level of violence has not decrease in the reported period. According to the Office of Coordination for 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), “since the beginning of 2016, 68 Palestinians, including 20 children, and 16 

Israelis, including a girl, were killed in attacks and suspected attacks carried out by Palestinians on Israelis”

OCHA also denounces that the total number of donor funded items destroyed or confiscated since the 

beginning of 2016 is 273, more than double the figure for all of 2015.

For further information, see

Palestinian Center for Human Rights, Weekly Reports

Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Weekly Reports 

HIGHLIGHTS: THE OLIVE HARVEST AND THE AGRO-RESISTANCE

Olive harvest and rural economy, besides being 13% of Palestinians´ GDP and the main source of income for 

about 100,000 families in Palestine, have become a symbol of the Palestinian resistance. Jonathan Cook coins 

and defines the concept of agro-resistance, highlighting the importance of the olive harvest and its symbolic 

power within the Palestinian nonviolent resistance

“During the olive harvest, every Palestinian embodies “sumud”, or steadfastness – a value whose significance 

has intensified under decades of belligerent Israeli occupation. The harvest represents the ultimate kind 

of resistance by Palestinians: an individual refusal to be moved, and a collective refusal to be ethnically 

cleansed” (Cook, 2016)

This might be the last year for harvesting in Beit Jala. Ilyas Jachshan, the manager at the olive press told 

Al Jazeera that “It is not a happy time for the harvest. People who still have access to their trees are upset with 

the small harvest, and for others, the harvest reminds them that something that has been in their family for 

generations is being taken away from them.”

In 2015 Israel´s Ministry of Defence resume the construction of the Wall around Beit Jala, disregarding the 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002462/246215e.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/26/unesco-adopts-controversial-resolution-on-jerusalem-holy-sites-israel
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/05/white-house-criticizes-israel-settlement-west-bank
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/05/white-house-criticizes-israel-settlement-west-bank
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/EEF4D610836C2D7185258053004A9C93
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/EEF4D610836C2D7185258053004A9C93
http://www.ochaopt.org/content/protection-civilians-weekly-report-4-17-october-2016
http://www.ochaopt.org/content/protection-civilians-weekly-report-4-17-october-2016
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?cat=47
http://www.ochaopt.org/reports.aspx?id=104&page=1
http://www.jonathan-cook.net/2016-08-17/the-birth-of-agro-resistance-in-palestine/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/10/palestinians-mourn-final-cremisan-valley-olive-harvest-161031094433899.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/10/palestinians-mourn-final-cremisan-valley-olive-harvest-161031094433899.html
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ongoing legal procedures on the matter. The Wall will separate and block the access of the residents of Beit Jala 

from their own agricultural land, severely harming the indigenous local population.

For more information on Agro-resistance see

-	 The birth of agro-resistance in Palestine, by Jonathan Cook. August 2016

For more information on the Beit Jala case see

-	 B´tselem´s work: Barrier to separate Beit Jala residents from their lands, laying groundwork for 

annexing settlement

For more information on Palestinian economy and impact of de-agriculturalisation and de-industrilization see

-	 Report on UNCTAD assistance to the Palestinian people: Developments in the economy of the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory. September 2016.

http://www.jonathan-cook.net/2016-08-17/the-birth-of-agro-resistance-in-palestine/
http://www.btselem.org/separation_barrier/20151112_beit_jala_separation_barrier
http://www.btselem.org/separation_barrier/20151112_beit_jala_separation_barrier
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/app2016d1_en.pdf
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/app2016d1_en.pdf
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NOVEMBER 2016 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW

GENERAL SITUATION

As winter approaches, the humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip keeps worsening. On his speech to the United 

Nations Security Council (UNSC) Stephen O’Brien, the Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs, warned 

on the increased challenges that humanitarian workers are facing for delivering assistance to Palestinians in need. 

The broad restrictions on the so-called “dual use materials”, such as cement or pumps needed for flood 

prevention are impeding the proper reconstruction of the area. There are still 10,000 families displaced awaiting 

for reallocation.  The Under-Secretary also denounce the increased denial rate for permit applications on this 

third quarter of 2016 that in October, “more than half of our UN applicants were turned-away, with some advised 

not to apply for 12 months. No explanation other than ‘security’ is cited, leaving us at a loss as to how to respond 

and a growing morale problem.” 

O´Brien honed in on the humanitarian impact of the facto settlement expansion on Palestinian families in nearby 

communities and the increasing risk of force displacement that this settlement expansionist policy leads to.

Also, on November 22nd, 4 Palestinian NGOs (The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights (PCHR), Al Mezan 

Center for Human Rights, Al-Haq, and Addameer) submitted a 145-page file to the International Criminal Court 

Prosecutor setting out the factual and legal basis to examine the Israeli closure of the Gaza Strip as the crime 

against humanity of persecution under the Rome Statute

For further information, see

Palestinian Center for Human Rights, Weekly Reports

Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Weekly Reports 

Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Monthly Reports

HIGHLIGHTS: OCCUPATION AND GENDER BASED VIOLENCE

November 25th marks the International Day for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 

Women. The campaign 16 days of activism against Gender Based Violence, focused this year on the need for 

“sustainable financing for efforts to end violence against women and girls towards the fulfilment of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development.” 

Concerns around the situation of Palestinian girls and women are not only linked to the lack of funding 

and financing efforts, but marked for a rooted patriarchal society, an endemic impunity for crimes committed 

against girls and women and a systematic lack of access to justice. This structural violence is aggravated due 

to the military occupation and Israeli apartheid system, which have a specific gender impact highly invisibilised 

and lead to a higher incidence of Gender Based Violence.

The newly released study “In the absence of justice” unravels the obstacles that Palestinian women face 

for accessing justice in East Jerusalem. This study is the second publication by UN Women – Palestine on 

women´s access to justice in Palestine. 

http://www.ochaopt.org/content/intensified-restrictions-entry-building-materials-delay-completion-housing-projects-gaza
http://www.ochaopt.org/content/serious-deterioration-access-humanitarian-staff-and-gaza
http://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-impact-de-facto-settlement-expansion-case-asfar
http://www.alhaq.org/publications/papers/22.Nov.GAZA.CLOSURE.pdf
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?cat=47
http://www.ochaopt.org/reports.aspx?id=104&page=1
http://www.ochaopt.org/content/monthly-humanitarian-bulletin-november-2016
http://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/post-2015
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/post-2015
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The results of the study “clearly showed that there is limited - or as women respondents defined it - 

“suffocated” justice in East Jerusalem for Palestinian women. The denial of local, national and global access to 

justice has in fact turned laws and the legal system into a tool in the hands of those who hold power to attack 

girls and women. The deprivation of justice turned women and girls’ bodies and lives into naked entities that 

can be attacked and violated”

The authors term the situation as “the politics of militarized dismemberment” being defined as a “bio-

political, geo-political and necropolitical regime of control to sever and “amputate” women’s ability to access 

justice. Yet at the same time, women are constantly caught in the process of attempting to “remember” the 

self and the social body through daily acts of survival and the creation of countermaps to access justice in the 

microspaces of the military occupation”.

Research available online at

UN Women (2016) In the absence of Justice. Embodiment and the Politics of Militarized Dismemberment 

in Occupied East Jerusalem

http://www2.unwomen.org/-/media/field office palestine/attachments/publications/2016/in the absence of justice_report.pdf?v=1&d=20161204T175958
http://www2.unwomen.org/-/media/field office palestine/attachments/publications/2016/in the absence of justice_report.pdf?v=1&d=20161204T175958
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DECEMBER 2016 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW

GENERAL SITUATION

December marks the end of the year, but this December 2016 might be marking as well the end of the impunity 

for Israel´s colonial and expansionist settlement policies. For for the first time and rushing the end of his 

mandate, the Obama administration has declined to use their veto power at the United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC), allowing the UNSC Resolution 2334 to pass.

Reactions immediately followed the resolution´s approval. Israel prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, 

responded furiously, condemning the movement as “shameful” and threatening with reviewing Israeli funding 

to the UN and the presence of UN representatives in Israel: 

“I have already instructed to stop about 30m shekels (£6.3m) in funding to five UN bodies that are especially 

hostile to Israel ... and there is more to come,” 

Saeb Erekat, Secretary General of the Palestine Liberation Organization, referred to the event as 

“a day of victory for international law, a victory for civilized language and negotiation and a total rejection of 

extremist forces in Israel.”

Why is this resolution so important and what are its consequences?

The head of the resolution is the settlements and it contains positive and valuable statements. It refers 

to Israel obligations as occupying power “to abide scrupulously by its legal obligations and responsibilities 

under the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 

1949, and recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice”. It also 

condemns, for the first time in a Security Council resolution, “the construction and expansion of settlements, 

transfer of Israeli settlers, confiscation of land, demolition of homes and displacement of Palestinian civilians”, 

reaffirming that “the establishment by Israel of settlements in the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, 

including East Jerusalem, has no legal validity and constitutes a flagrant violation under international law and 

a major obstacle to the achievement of the two-State solution and a just, lasting and comprehensive peace”

It is also remarkable the language used in the resolution when it refers to the two states. Resolution UNSCR 

181 from 1947, also known as the partition plan of Palestine, refers to a Jewish and Arab State. On this newly 

approved text there is no trace of the Jewish character of Israel, it talks about “two democratic States, Israel 

and Palestine, live side by side in peace within secure and recognized borders.” This detail is important because 

it implicitly rejects Netanyahu´s idea of Israel as an only-Jewish state.

 However, all these positive statements represent nothing new under the sun. Settlements were illegal under 

international law before the resolution was approved and they will be still illegal even if the resolution was not 

passed. There were already international binding mechanisms to prosecute Israeli government for its crimes, 

the tools are there, what is lacking is the political will.

Once again, the resolution failed to incorporate sanctions and consequences for Israel´s absolute disregard 

of international law.  It stresses over and over that the settlements are jeopardising the two state solution, but, 

what about jeopardising justice? Aren´t they a direct threat for justice? 

The resolution doesn’t have a single mention to the siege of Gaza, or the systemic discrimination of 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/SRES2334.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/24/israel-rejects-shameful-un-resolution-amid-criticism-of-netanyahu
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/dec/24/israel-rejects-shameful-un-resolution-amid-criticism-of-netanyahu
http://www.maannews.com/Content.aspx?id=774590
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Palestinians living in Israel, or to the denial of the right to return…all these issues are also important for 

promoting peace and security, the are all important for restoring justice for the Palestinian people, and they are 

fully neglected on UNSCR 2334.

Although this resolution should be received as a positive step forward, it is time for action, it is time to move 

beyond texts and words and to enforce the existing resolutions and search for accountability, not for the sake 

of the two state solution, but for the sake of peace, justice and dignity.

For further information, see

UN Coverage of the meeting

The Palestinian Center for Human Rights (PCHR) welcomes the UN Security Council resolution

Ali Abunimah, Why UN resolution on settlements would be bad for Palestinians

Norman Finkelstein on the UN Security Council Resolution 2334

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12657.doc.htm
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?p=8656
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?p=8656
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abunimah/why-un-resolution-settlements-would-be-bad-palestinians
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JANUARY 2017 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW

GENERAL SITUATION

2016 ended with a record number of demolitions and seizures of Palestinian structures. According to the Office 

of Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) nearly 1,110 structures were targeted last year. However, 2017 

has not begun better, only during January 2017 140 structures were demolished or seized. That represents 

an increase of a 50 per cent, in relation to the monthly average in 2016. Structures in the West Bank are 

demolished mostly on the grounds of lack of permits, which are nearly impossible to obtain.

On February 1st the Israeli authorities implemented an old court ruling ordering the evacuation of the Amona 

outpost, built on Palestinian privately owned land. This evacuation was followed by the announcement of the 

construction approval of another 3,000 homes in the West Bank.

Meanwhile, in Jerusalem, punitive demolitions and collective punishment, illegal under international law, are 

still ongoing.  The residents from the Jabal al Mukabber area in Jerusalem are denouncing the measures taken 

by the Israeli authorities after the truck attack of one of its neighbours. The man drove a truck into a group 

of Israeli soldiers, killing 4 and injuring another 15. The Israeli authorities are threatening neighbours of the 

attacker, shot and killed on the spot, with demolitions, cancellation of family reunification permits and punitive 

demolitions of the perpetrator´s family house.

For further information, see

OCHA Monthly Overview: January 2017

PCHR Weekly reports

CASE ANALYSIS: UMM AL HIRAN AND THE UNRECONISED VILLAGES.

Umm al Hiran is a Bedouin village located in the Naqab (Negev) desert.

In 2015, after a 15 years’ litigation process, the Israeli Supreme Court ruled that the entire village could be 

demolished and its residents forcibly displaced, arguing that it was built on State land and therefore, the State 

could retake it whenever it wished. 

Following the decision, the human rights NGO Adalah launched the campaign #Save_UmAlHiran for creating 

“awareness of the village’s struggle and demand the cancellation of the demolition and eviction orders against 

the residents”

Umm al Hiran and its 1,000 residents are part of the 160,000 Bedouins who live in these “unrecognised 

villages”. The State of Israel refuses to recognise those villages, arguing that the Bedouin is a nomad 

community and have no rights over the land, despite some of them are historical villages that existed even 

before the creation of the State of Israel. Since they are not recognised by the Government, they cannot enjoy 

any public services, they do not have access to any public infrastructure and are not taken into account within 

any municipal jurisdiction. Most of them, such as Umm al Hiran, are under the risk of total demolition. 

On January 18th a large number of police forces arrived to Umm al Hiran to implement the demolition 

orders. During the operation, the police shot and killed Mr. Ya’akub Musa Abu Al-Qi’an, a 50-year-old math 

teacher from the village. Whilst the police claims that Abu Al-Qi´an was shot because he tried to ram them over 

video footage probes that, actually, his car was shot multiple times as he was driving slowly along the road. 

Adalah added that according to witnesses “police officers prevented an ambulance from approaching the 

http://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2017/jerusalem-2016-home-demolitions/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/02/israeli-begins-evactuation-illegal-amona-outpost-170201105859758.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/02/israeli-begins-evactuation-illegal-amona-outpost-170201105859758.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/02/israel-authorises-3000-settler-homes-west-bank-170201051854191.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52567
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/monthly-overview-january-2017
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?cat=47
https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/8550
https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/8550
https://www.hrw.org/report/2008/03/30/map/land-and-housing-rights-violations-israels-unrecognized-bedouin-villages
https://www.hrw.org/report/2008/03/30/map/land-and-housing-rights-violations-israels-unrecognized-bedouin-villages
http://www.dukium.org/main-definitions/
https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/9002
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scene and paramedics from treating Abu Al-Qi’an for three hours following the shooting”. Ahmad Odeh, Member 

of the Knesset (MK) from the Arab Joint List was also injured on his head and back during the evacuation. Mr. 

Odeh called for an independent inquiry “to uncover the lies of Netanyahu, Erdan and the police”.

As expressed by Suhad Bishara, lawyer with Adalah, the situation of Umm al Hiran and the unrecognised 

villages at the Naqab, represent the ongoing Nakba of the Palestinian minorities inside Israel. 

“For these families, it is like seeing the Nakba being replayed,” Bishara said. “They were made homeless so 

Jews could live in their place in the 1950s, and now the same thing is happening all over again.”

For further information, see

Adalah´s campaign #Save_UmAlHiran 

Off the Map: Land and Housing Rights Violations in Israel’s Unrecognized Bedouin Villages

Negev Bedouins and Unrecognized Villages

https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/9002
http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/1.766473
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2017/01/umm-al-hiran-continuing-nakba-170122085822718.html
https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/8550
https://www.hrw.org/report/2008/03/30/map/land-and-housing-rights-violations-israels-unrecognized-bedouin-villages
http://www.acri.org.il/en/category/arab-citizens-of-israel/negev-bedouins-and-unrecognized-villages/
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FEBRUARY 2017 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW

GENERAL SITUATION

Demolitions and forced displacement keep raising during the first months of 2017. The UN Coordinator for 

Humanitarian Aid and Development Activities for the occupied Palestinian territory, Robert Piper, and Director 

of UNRWA Operations in the West Bank, Scott Anderson, visited the Palestinian Bedouin community of Khan 

al Ahmar in Area C on February 22nd and denounced the situation warning that “imposition of the proposed 

‘relocation’ of communities without their free and informed consent would amount to forcible transfer and 

eviction, contravening Israel’s obligations as an occupying power under international law.” 

Repressive measures against freedom of expression and the Palestinian population reach worrying 

proportions. Only during January 2017, the Israeli forces have arrested 590 Palestinians from the West Bank, 

Gaza and Jerusalem, including 128 children, 14 women a member of the Palestinian Legislative Council and a 

journalist, according to data provided by Addameer. 

Addameer and other Palestinian prisoner´s and human rights organizations also denounced the deterioration 

of the conditions and treatment of Palestinian political prisoners. 

For further information, see

OCHA Weekly reports

PCHR Weekly reports

CASE ANALYSIS: ISRAELI LEGAL SYSTEM, A MECHANISM FOR JUSTICE OR FOR THE LEGITIMATION OF THE 

APARTHEID?

The case of Elor Azaria, the Israeli soldier who shot and killed Abed Al Fattah al Sharif, an injured Palestinian 

in Hebron, exposes the reality of a deeply discriminatory legal system.

Azaria has been sentenced to 18 months’ imprisonment for manslaughter, not murder. Despite human 

rights groups consider this as an extremely lenient punishment, this is one of the rare occasions that an Israeli 

soldier is convicted. 

Unequal treatment before the law is a day to day practice in Israel, from discriminatory laws to discriminatory 

application of the same. The human rights organization Adalah has collected a data base of discriminatory laws 

currently in place in Israeli, documenting more than 50 laws that discriminate directly or indirectly against the 

Palestinian population living in Israel. The organisation has demanded on February the 27th the Israeli Ministry 

of Interior for discriminating against Arab villages and towns on budget allocations and grants for local councils.

Regarding the approval of the so-called “Regulation Bill” several human rights groups expressed their 

utmost concern, alleging than “Lending a semblance of legality to this ongoing act of plunder is a disgrace for 

the state and its legislature” 

	 On this same page, the Israeli NGO Yesh Din has recently published a position paper that “demonstrates 

that the law enforcement system has been systematically failing to do its job: It does not put criminals on trial 

and does not convict them. Looking at the overall picture, one could even claim that the law enforcement 

system’s incompetence is purposefully directed at benefiting the settlement enterprise in the West Bank”

For further information, see

Yesh Din Policy Paper: Crime without punishment - Failure to prosecute Israelis involved in illegal 

http://www.addameer.org/news/joint-report-estimates-590-palestinians-arrested-january-2017
https://www.ochaopt.org/reports
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?cat=47
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/03/palestinians-killed-alleged-attacks-israelis-160324133329293.html
https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/9048
https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/9048
https://www.adalah.org/en/law/index
https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/9052
http://www.btselem.org/press_releases/20170206_response_to_regulation_bill
http://www.btselem.org/press_releases/20170206_response_to_regulation_bill
http://www.yesh-din.org/en/crime-without-punishment/
http://www.yesh-din.org/en/crime-without-punishment/
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construction in the West Bank 

Yesh Din Data Sheet: December 2016 Data Sheet: Law Enforcement on IDF soldiers suspected of harming 

Palestinians – Summary of 2015 data

Novact Research: Law versus Justice. Understanding of security and criminalisation of the right to protest 

in Israel and Palestine

http://www.yesh-din.org/en/crime-without-punishment/
http://www.yesh-din.org/en/december-2016-data-sheet-law-enforcement-idf-soldiers-suspected-harming-palestinians-summary-2015-data/
http://www.yesh-din.org/en/december-2016-data-sheet-law-enforcement-idf-soldiers-suspected-harming-palestinians-summary-2015-data/
http://novact.org/2016/12/llei-versus-justicia-seguretat-i-criminalitzacio-del-dret-a-la-protesta-a-israel-i-palestina/?lang=en
http://novact.org/2016/12/llei-versus-justicia-seguretat-i-criminalitzacio-del-dret-a-la-protesta-a-israel-i-palestina/?lang=en
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MARCH 2017 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW 
 
GENERAL SITUATION 

Palestinians in the West Bank have taken the streets during the month of March for protesting against the 

killing of Bassel al Araj, 31, prominent activist and youth movement leader. Araj was killed by the Israeli army in 

an Israeli raid in Ramallah. According to Al Jazeera, Israeli forces have been trying to apprehend Al Araj since he 

has been released by the Palestinian Authority. Araj served 5 months in a Palestinian jail with no charges or trail.  

The Palestinian Authority (PA) held the case against Araj few days after he was killed by the Israeli army and 

protests erupted in the surroundings of the court to denounce the controversial security coordination of the PA 

with Israel. 

￼  

Around 200 people participated in the peaceful protest, until the Palestinian police intervened arresting 

its leaders, firing tear gas and rubber-coated bullets, to disperse the group. At least 11 people were injured, 

including Araj’s father, and transferred to the Ramallah hospital. 

 

In Jerusalem, a demonstration to commemorate the International Women´s Day was shut down by the Israeli 

Public Security Minister, Gilat Erdan. In a recently published article, the Office for Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs (OCHA) and the Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights reiterate their concerns about collective 

punishment in East Jerusalem. 

 

For further information, see 

OCHA Weekly reports 

PCHR Weekly reports 

 

https://electronicintifada.net/content/never-obey-occupation-legacy-bassel-al-araj/19851
http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/1.776098
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/concern-about-collective-punishment-new-measures-targeting-residency-rights-east-jerusalem" \t
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/concern-about-collective-punishment-new-measures-targeting-residency-rights-east-jerusalem" \t
https://www.ochaopt.org/reports
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?cat=47
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APRIL 2017 IN PALESTINE: HUMAN RIGTHS OVERVIEW

GENERAL SITUATION

The number of Palestinians killed by an excessive use of force keeps arising. The human rights organisation 

B´tselem denounced that this killings are the  result of a “trigger-happy” open-fire policy that “conveys profound 

disregard for the lives of Palestinians.” This month of April two Palestinians aged 8 and 10 were killed when 

Israeli unexploded munitions detonated in a Bedouin village in the Naqab desert in the south of Israel

In the Gaza Strip, 3 Palestinians were executed after being convicted of collaborating with Israel. The 

Palestinian Center for Human Rights (PCHR) has condemned this “extra-judicially applying death sentences” 

and adding that “fighting treason and achieving security will not occur by violating the law”.

The power plan in Gaza was forced to shut down on April 17th due to the exhaustion of the fuel reserves. This 

comes from an internal dispute between the Palestinian authorities in the West Bank and the ones in the Gaza 

Strip for matters related to fuel payments and taxation. According to the Office of Coordination for Humanitarian 

Affairs (OCHA) “the shut down of the Power Plant has increased the daily electricity cuts across the Gaza Strip 

to up to 20 hours daily. This further undermines the delivery of basic services, including the operations of health 

facilities, which have reported low levels of emergency fuel reserves needed to run backup generators”

For further information, see

OCHA Weekly reports

PCHR Weekly reports

HIGHLIGHTS: PALESTINIAN PRISONERS LAUNCHED A MASSIVE OPEN-ENDED MASSIVE STRIKE.

On April 17th, the day of Palestinian prisoners, as many as 1,600 Palestinians in Israeli prisons have launched 

an open-ended hunger strike. They are calling for improvements in their conditions and for ending the solitary 

confinement, the restrictions on family visitations and the administrative detention. 

Marwan Barghouti, imprisoned since 2002, explains in a letter published at the New York Times that 

“Palestinian prisoners and detainees have suffered from torture, inhumane and degrading treatment, and 

medical negligence. Some have been killed while in detention”

According to Addameer they are currently 6,300 Palestinian political prisoners, 500 in administrative 

detention. Since Israel occupied the West Bank and Gaza Strip more than 750,000 Palestinians have been 

arrested by Israeli forces , 50 have died due to medical neglect and another 70 as a result of torture.

Few days ahead of the launching of the strike Amnesty International denounced the “Israel’s decades-long 

policy of detaining Palestinians from the occupied West Bank and Gaza in prisons inside Israel and depriving 

them of regular family visits is not only cruel but also a blatant violation of international law”

On the letter published in the New York times, Barghouti echoes that “Hunger striking is the most peaceful 

form of resistance available. It inflicts pain solely on those who participate and on their loved ones, in the hopes 

that their empty stomachs and their sacrifice will help the message resonate beyond the confines of their dark 

cells.” Adding that “Freedom and dignity are universal rights that are inherent in humanity, to be enjoyed by every 

nation and all human beings. Palestinians will not be an exception. Only ending occupation will end this injustice 

and mark the birth of peace.”

For further information, see

Addameer: ”Treatment of hunger strikers raises concern amongst rights organizations”

Electronic Intifada

http://www.btselem.org/firearms/20170420_2016_fatalities
http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-1.785816
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/protection-civilians-report-4-18-april-2017
https://www.ochaopt.org/reports
http://pchrgaza.org/en/?cat=47
http://www.addameer.org/statistics
http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Portals/_pcbs/PressRelease/Detainees_in_Israeli.pdf
http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/Portals/_pcbs/PressRelease/Detainees_in_Israeli.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/04/israel-must-end-unlawful-and-cruel-policies-towards-palestinian-prisoners/
http://www.addameer.org/news/treatment-hunger-strikers-raises-concern-amongst-rights-organizations
https://electronicintifada.net/tags/hunger-strike
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