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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The following policy paper was written within the HARAKA project. Therefore, it supports 
the project’s objectives to advance women’s economic, social and cultural rights through 
a three-pronged, cross-sectional approach that integrates an environmental justice 
perspective. 

First, it provides a comprehensive review of the legal framework, including existing 
texts and ratified conventions, with a focus on assessing the effectiveness of their 
implementation, particularly in contexts where environmental justice and women’s rights 
intersect. Second, it outlines the various actors that support, or can potentially support, 
the preserving and strengthening of women’s economic, social and cultural rights.  Third, 
it presents actionable recommendations in five different key areas. This paper tackles a 
three-dimensional issue. 

First, it looks at the inclusion of women’s economic, social, and cultural rights in Tunisian 
laws. Second, it scrutinizes the gap that exists between law and practice -in case those 
rights are indeed included in the law-. Third, it sheds light on the need to have a holistic 
perception of women’s rights, which highlights their organic interconnectedness. 

The writing of this paper followed a hybrid methodology. On a first stage, an extensive 
desk review was conducted to identify conventions and laws that needed to be centered 
in the paper, as well as the specific challenges faced by women that prevent them from 
having a fulfilling and dignified life. On a second stage, fieldwork was conducted. 

The fieldwork had two components: interview with key informants (See Annex1) and 
an online survey disseminated among the 22-member association of the assembly 
of women (See Annex2). It had three objectives, first, solidify the main outcomes of 
the desk review; second, contribute to the evaluation of analysis of the identified legal 
frameworks; and third, draft recommendations that are rooted in the realities of women 
and organizations defending their economic, social, and cultural rights. 
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