10._ =

-

7\

QL o EPla=io
S— ¢n =22

Sy N =5 \’
QO gko

.m & £ \l
SELE

HE K

S



Authors: Nora Miralles, Hayat Said and Working Group on Human
Rights in Western Sahara.

The Working Group’s mandate is to document and report on human
rights violations and violations of international humanitarian law in
the occupied territory. The Working Group is composed of both local
Sahrawi human rights defenders, representing Sahrawi civil society,
and international activists.

Report coordinators: ACAPS Catalunya and Novact Institute for
Nonviolence (NOVACT).

acaps NovACT

This report is part of a training, research, awareness-raising and advocacy
project coordinated by ACAPS and NOVACT.
www.acaps.cat www.novact.org

With the funding of Ajuntament de Barcelona and Ajuntament de Rubf

[ —i

. —

ferd 3
Ajuntament de . ,
@ Barcelona Ajuntament @ de Rubi

© ACAPS Catalunya and Novact Institute of Nonviolence, 2024.

Unless otherwise indicated, the contents of this work (except text and
images not created by the author) are subject to the Creative Commons
license: Creative Commons - Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 Spain -
CCBY-NC3.0 EN

The information contained in this report is responsibility of ACAPS and
NOVACT and does not necessarily reflect the views of the funding agency



Introduction
Methodology

Current context and main violations

A history of reprisals to understand this year’s 170 violations
Plundering of natural resources

Types of violations and notable cases

Economic, social and cultural rights: the dark side of
the so-called development of the occupied territories
Forced land expropriation, eviction and destruction of property
Labour rights, economic suffocation and racial discrimination

Violations of civil and political rights
The wall of silence closes in: a crackdown on human rights monitoring
Freedom of information and press
Freedom of expression, assembly and protest
Right to privacy, inviolahility of the home, and freedom of association and assembly
Torture and degrading treatment, arbitrary detention and judicial harassment
Violations in the prison context
Right to life, access to justice and reparations

Conclusions y Recommendations

Annex: Legal framework

10
15
19

17

19

49
53






Introduccion

The international system is currently expe-
riencing a period of heightened geopolitical
instability characterised by increasing ten-
sions, the fragmentation of multilateral
consensus and growing challenges to the
consistent application of international law.
Recent developments across several
regions, including the Middle East and
North Africa, have intensified concerns
regarding the protection of civilians, com-
pliance with international humanitarian and
human rights law, and the capacity of inter-
national institutions to respond effectively
to protracted struggles and situations of
occupation..

Within this broader context, the situation in
occupied Western Sahara continues to raise
serious concerns in relation to the imple-
mentation of the right to self-determination,
as recognised under the Charter of the
United Nations and reaffirmed in relevant
United Nations resolutions and interna-
tional legal instruments. Furthermore, the
current geopolitical climate has contrib-
uted to a diminishing international focus
on unresolved decolonisation processes,
including that of Western Sahara, while stra-
tegic, political and economic considerations
have increasingly influenced the positions
adopted by international actors with regard
to the conflict.

The growing importance of natural
resources, trade corridors and strategic
infrastructure projects in the territory has
further shaped international and regional
engagement with occupied Western Sahara.
In this regard, expressions of support by
certain States and institutions for propos-
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als advanced by the Kingdom of Morocco,
includingthe Moroccan Autonomy Plan, have
been viewed by Sahrawi representatives
and other stakeholders as contributing to
the consolidation of the existing status quo
in the territory. The adoption by the Secu-
rity Council in October 2025 of a resolution
referencing this framework was perceived
by a number of actors as reflecting a shift in
the international approach to the situation,
raising concerns regarding the effective
protection of the Sahrawi people’s right to
self-determination and the broader ques-
tion of accountability for ongoing human
rights violations.

At the same time, reductions in humani-
tarian assistance to the Sahrawi refugee
camps have had significant consequences
for access to food, energy and essential ser-
vices for the more than 173,000 refugees
residing in the camps. In parallel, the human
rights situation in the occupied territories of
Western Sahara has continued to deterio-
rate.

The findings presented in this report indi-
cate the existence of interconnected policies
and practices affecting the economic, social,
cultural, civil and political rights of the Sah-
rawi people. These include:

» The intensified exploitation of natural
resources, land expropriation and eco-
nomic pressures affecting the Sahrawi
people, contributing to displacement,
marginalisation and migration;

» Processes affecting the cultural iden-
tity and demographic composition of
the territory, including through people
transfers and the expansion of tourism



and infrastructure projects in areas such
as Dakhla;

» Continued restrictions on civil liberties
and political participation, particularly
affecting Sahrawi activists and human
rights defenders, including arbitrary
detention, harassment, surveillance,
physical and psychological abuse, sex-
ual violence, and limitations on the
freedoms of expression, association and
peaceful assembly.

These developments are occurring alongside
large-scale investment and infrastructure
initiatives promoted within the framework
of regional development policies in the
occupied territory. Such initiatives contrib-
ute to the entrenchment of the occupation
and the consolidation of an economic model
that proceeds without the consent of the
Sahrawi people. More broadly, the situation
reflects the continuing challenges faced by
the international community in ensuring
accountability, protecting human rights in
situations of occupation, and advancing the
implementation of the right to self-determi-
nation in accordance with international law.
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Methodology

The Working Group on Human Rightsin Occu-
pied Western Sahara carries out its mandate
in accordance with the principles and stand-
ards enshrined in the Charter of the United
Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the core international human rights
treaties, and international humanitarian law,
in particular the Fourth Geneva Convention.
The Working Group monitors and documents
the human rights situation in the Occupied
Territories of Western Sahara, with particu-
lar attention to violations affecting Sahrawi
human rights defenders, journalists, activists
and civilians. Its work includes the documen-
tation of allegations relating to arbitrary
arrest and detention, intimidation, reprisals,
harassment, restrictions on the exercise of
fundamental freedoms, and other forms of
physical or psychological abuse. The Working
Group also documents the broader socio-
economic conditions affecting the Sahrawi
people, including allegations of economic
marginalisation, labour and social discrimina-
tion, land expropriation and the exploitation
of natural resources in the territory without
the consent of the Sahrawi people.

In order to provide documentation on the
human rights situation in the Western
Sahara, local activists have been produc-
ing monthly reports for the past four years
on documented incidents of economic
and social discrimination, persecution of
Sahrawi activists and/or widespread repres-
sion. Incidents are included in the monthly
reports only after they have been properly
documented, the information verified, the
consent of the victims obtained, and a risk
assessment carried out by local activists in
conjunction with international activists. This
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report is therefore the result of the work of
local activists who, exposing themselves to
possible reprisals by the Kingdom of Morocco
such as arrests and other forms of violence,
collect and document these violations.

The information gathered is further rein-
forced with reports published by Sahrawi
associations and international organisa-
tions, as well as reports issued by the United
Nations, and articles appearing in various
media. The report and the violations it con-
tains are based on the table annexed to it,
where allthe data collected and documented
by the Working Group can be consulted.

In addition, the report analyses the deterio-
ration of the situation regarding economic,
social and cultural rights and its impact
on the material life of the Sahrawi people,
including, amongst other things, the lack
of economic prospects and livelihoods,
obstacles to access to education, and the
dynamics of cultural annihilation and accul-
turation to which they are subjected. It is
worth noting, for the third consecutive year,
the extreme difficulty in collecting and doc-
umenting abuses due to restrictions on
movement, the expulsion of observers, the
absence of complaint mechanisms available
to the public, or the lack of resources and
the general context of restricted freedom of
expression and information.

This situation prevents -in many cases- the
ability to photograph or film these violations
as they occur, to obtain objective medical
reports proving the injuries, and to find
witnesses willing to testify without fear of
reprisals. Those who attempt to document
human rights violations are banned from



entering the territory or become targets
of the state, as also acknowledged in the
United Nations Secretary-General's report,
published in July 2025, on the implemen-
tation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples, specifically in Western Sahara.
This document notes that the “lack of inde-
pendent, impartial, comprehensive and
sustained human rights monitoring remains
a significant obstacle to fully assessing the
situation. According to reports, international
observers, including parliamentarians,
researchers, journalists and lawyers, con-
tinue to face entry restrictions, and, during
the reporting period, dozens of them were
denied entry or expelled”. As set out in this
report, in 2025, this trend has been par-
ticularly pronounced, with the expulsion
of around 25 international observers.

The violations documented here shed light
on the economic, political and social situa-
tion of the Sahrawi people with regards to
the rights enshrined in the various instru-
ments of international humanitarian law
and international human rights law, as well
as on the reprisals to which human rights
defenders are subjected as punishment for
their work. These reprisals, this year, have
once again been highlighted in a joint state-
ment by eight United Nations rapporteurs,
published in March 2025, in which they reit-
erate their concern regarding reports of
systematic attacks and reprisals against 79
Sahrawi human rights defenders, journal-
ists and activists, through a series of joint
communications addressing individual and
collective cases?.

1. United Nations General Assembly (31/07/2025). “Report of the
Secretary-General on the question of Western Sahara”. www.
docs.un.org/es/A/80/290

2. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner (20/03/2025).
“Report of the Special Rapporteur on forms of racism, racial
discrimination and xenophobia, the Special Rapporteur on
the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of
opinion and expression, and others” (AL MAR3/2025). www.
spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCom-
municationFile?gld=29772
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Current context and

main viwolations

At the international level, 2025 witnessed
increased diplomatic engagement by certain
States and regional institutions, including
the European Commission, aimed at advanc-
ing a political resolution to the question of
Western Sahara. These developments have
also been influenced by growing strategic
and economic interest in the territory’s nat-
ural resources and geostrategic position.

On 31 October 2025, the United Nations
Security Council adopted Resolution 2797,
renewing the mandate of the United Nations
Mission for the Referendum in Western
Sahara (MINURSO) until 31 October 2026
and reaffirming the UN-led political pro-
cess aimed at achieving a just, lasting, and
mutually acceptable solution in accordance
with the United Nations Charter. The reso-
lution encourages negotiations on the basis
of Morocco’s Autonomy Proposal while
reiterating the principle of self-determina-
tion for the people of Western Sahara. At
the same time, Western Sahara continues
to be recognised by the United Nations as
a Non-Self-Governing Territory pending
decolonisation, and the UN remains the
internationally recognised framework for
the resolution of the conflict and the imple-
mentation of the Sahrawi people’s right to
self-determination.

Morocco is undergoing a clear process of
increasing authoritarianism, as reflected in
October and November 2025 with the crack-
down on youth protests by the so-called
GenZ 212 movement, during which thou-
sands of people took to the streets to
express their discontent with public spend-
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ing on sporting events, despite the poor
economic situation, and the lack of political
freedoms. Three young people were killed
by the security forces and more than 6,000
people were arrested during this wave of
protests®, which also had repercussions in
the Occupied Territories®.

Against this backdrop, which gives Morocco
an atmosphere of impunity, there has been
a clear and serious increase in documented
human rights violations. Thus, whilst around
a hundred violations were recorded in 2024,
in 2025 there have been more than 150
cases of persecution, siege, criminalisation,
violations of prisoners’ rights, sexual and
gender-based violence, forced land expro-
priation and economic suffocation, but also
of racial and ethnic discrimination against
the Sahrawi people, concentrated in border
areas such as Tan Tan and Guelmim.

Nevertheless, as outlined below, the doc-
umented violations cannot be understood
exclusively as cases of racial and ethnic
discrimination; rather, they must be inter-
preted within a broader pattern of political
repression and persecution of the Sahrawi
people, specially of human rights defenders,
with the clear aim of impeding this people’s
right to self-determination in their own ter-
ritory. This results in frequent and repeated

3.Saenz, Juan Carlos (23/03/2026). “La protesta de la generacién
Z se extingue en Marruecos asfixiada por una ola de procesos y
detenciones”. El Pais. www.elpais.com/internacional/2026-03-23/
la-protesta-de-la-generacion-z-se-extingue-en-marruecos-asfixia-
da-por-una-ola-de-procesos-y-detenciones.htm/
4.ElDebate(10/10/2025)."LageneracionZvuelveatomarlascalles
deMarruecosanteeldiscursodeMohamedV".www.eldebate.com/
internacional/20251010/generacion-z-vuelve-tomar-calles-marrue-
cos-ante-discurso-mohamed-vi_343163.html
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physical, symbolic, psychological and eco-
nomic reprisals against anyone who takes
a stand in favour of the self-determination
or independence of the Sahrawi people, as
well as against their family members and
social networks.

In late 2024, a report in the online news-
paper El Independiente shed light on the
systematic strategy of expulsion and mar-
ginalisation of the Sahrawi people in the
Occupied Territories, which included tes-
timony from an official at the Moroccan
Ministry of the Interior. The official stated
that “the economic strategy is aimed at mar-
ginalising and excluding the Sahrawi and
confining them to economic sectors that
have a limited and short-term impact”, and
went so far as to state that “in recent years,
the Moroccan state has begun to encourage
Moroccan citizens residing in Italy, France
and Spain to settle in Western Sahara, par-
ticularly in light of indications that Europe
will suffer economically in the future, adopt-
ing the same strategy as Israel”.

The situation in the Sahrawi refugee camps
has also reached a critical point in 2025.
The Office of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees, the United Nations
Children’s Fund, the World Food Programme
and the World Health Organisation, together
with non-governmental organisations, dras-
tically reduced the budget for humanitarian
assistance in the five camps near Tindouf,
due to cuts by donor agencies and coun-
triest. These reductions have had an impact
on the provision of basic necessities, such as
food, gas, education, water, sanitation and
hygiene, and nutrition.

5. Carrion, Francisco (21/09/2024). “La operacion de Mar-
ruecos para vaciar el Sadhara Occidental de saharauis, al
descubierto”. El Independiente. www.elindependiente.com/
internacional/2024/09/21/la-operacion-de-marruecos-para-va-
ciar-el-sahara-occidental-de-saharauis-al-descubierto/

6. United Nations (31/07/2025). “Report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral on the question of Western Sahara”. www.docs.un.org/
es/A/80/290
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Furthermore, over the last decade, aid allo-
cated to the Sahrawi refugees has fallen by
10 million euros, whilst the cost of meet-
ing basic needs has almost doubled. This
situation has direct and severe impacts on
food insecurity, which already affects 64%
of households; child malnutrition stands
at 13.6%, exceeding the emergency thresh-
old set by the World Health Organisation;
and anaemia now affects 69% of women
of reproductive age’. In this context, the
prolongation of exile and the absence of a
political solution continue to fuel a worrying
situation, particularly in terms of guarantee-
ing rights.

A HISTORY OF REPRISALS
TO UNDERSTAND THIS YEAR’S
170 VIOLATIONS

The violations documented in 2025 must
be viewed within the context of a fifty-year
history of systematic persecution by the
Kingdom of Morocco against the Sahrawi
people’s struggle for self-determination. In
this sense, the cases presented are interre-
lated, as they respond to the same strategy
of repressing activism and the defence of
the Sahrawi people’s rights, across multiple
dimensions of life -not only political, but also
economic, familial, social and psychological.
In this way, systematic repression seeks
not only to punish the struggle, but also to
worsen the material conditions of the Sah-
rawi people as much as possible.

This structural nature of the reprisals
helps explain why Moroccan forces repeat-
edly target the same individuals and their
communities, such that they specifically
persecute those perceived as a threat to
the maintenance of the occupation. The
most emblematic case is that of the Gdeim

7. UN Algeria Agencies (October 2025). “Sahrawi Refugee
Response Plan 2026-2027". www.algeria.un.org/sites/default/
files/2025-11/Sahrawi%20Refugee%20Response%20Plan%20
2026%20-2027%20v.%20site%20web.pdf
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Izik prisoners, 23 Sahrawis sentenced for
the dismantling of a protest camp in 2010.
A sentence based on confessions obtained
under torture, including sexual assaults
and a rape, which remain uninvestigated. In
addition to having undergone a trial without
guarantees of impartiality, as acknowledged
by numerous statements from the United
Nations Working Group against Torture
and the United Nations Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention, Sahrawi political pris-
oners have reported enduring degrading
and inhuman conditions of detention and
ill-treatment over the past 15 years. In addi-
tion to them, their families and lawyers have
also been subjected to acts of reprisal and
intimidation, as documented in the report
of the United Nations Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention to the 60th session of
the Human Rights Council in Geneva?.

In everyday life, and as will be seen in the
section on violations of social and eco-
nomic rights, these reprisals take the form
of constant economic strangulation of the
Sahrawi people. Historically, particularly
since the early 2000s, numerous Sahrawi
human rights defenders who have spoken
out publicly have been subjected to repris-
als in the workplace, notably dismissals and
expulsions from their respective jobs, wage
freezes, changes of workplace and even
relocation to cities far from the Western
Sahara, as well as the withdrawal of public
assistance. Some of the most prominent
individuals subjected to reprisals through
economic strangulation include Aminatou
Haidar, Mina Baali, Mohamed Mayara, Ali
Salem Tamek, Mohamed Salem Dabhi, El
Ouali Malaainine, Sidi Mohamed Alouat
and Omar Ndour. All of them suffered these
consequences after being legally prosecuted
or participating in protests and demonstra-
tions in the territory.

8. United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
(WGAD), report to the 60th session of the Human Rights Council
in Geneva. https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4087042
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CASE: UNITED NATIONS’ CONCERN OVER
THE CASE OF LAWYER MHAMED HALI

The most serious case currently, which
demonstrates the ongoing nature of these
reprisals, remains that of Mhamed Hali,
who continues to be banned from practis-
ing as a lawyer, despite having graduated
with honours. After passing the bar exams
in October 2019, Hali applied for admis-
sion to the Agadir Bar Association with the
aim of practising as a human rights law-
yer. Although he met all the legal criteria
required to practise in Moroccan courts,
the Agadir Bar Association rejected his
application in February 2020, claiming that
he had breached Article 11 of Moroccan
Law No. 28.08, which examines the ethical
conduct of a candidate for the bar°. On 27
June 2024, the Cassation Court upheld the
decision of the Agadir Bar Association'.
This decision perpetuates the arbitrary
deprivation of his right to practise law,
on discriminatory grounds based on his
political views and affiliations. Article 10 of
the United Nations Basic Principles on the
Role of Lawyers states that “governments,
professional associations of lawyers and
educational institutions shall ensure that
there is no discrimination against any
person with regard to access to the legal
profession or its continued practice on
grounds of race, colour, sex, ethnic origin,
religion, political or other opinion, national
or social origin, property, birth or any other
social status". His work as a human rights

9. Lawyers for Lawyers (13/11/2023). “IBAHRI and L4L concerned
over arbitrary deprivation of the lawyer's licence of Sahrawi
human rights defender, M'hmed Hali". www./awyersforlawyers.
org/ibahri-and-14l-concerned-over-arbitrary-lawyer-license-depri-
vation-of-sahrawi-human-rights-defender-mhmed-hali/

10. Frontline Defenders (27 June 2024). “The Moroccan Court of
Cassation upheld a judgment depriving human rights defender
Mhamed Hali of hisright to join the Agadir Bar Association”. www.
frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/moroccan-court-cassation-upheld-
judgment-depriving-human-rights-defender-mhamed-hali-his-right
11. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner (7 Sep-
tember 1990). “Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers”. www.
hchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/basic-princi-
ples-role-lawyers
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defender was recognised in 2025 with the
Front Line Defenders Award'.

In July of that same year, the United Nations
Special Rapporteurs on the independence
of judges and lawyers, the promotion and
protection of the right to freedom of opin-
ion and expression, and on the situation of
human rights defenders issued a statement
expressing their deep concern regard-
ing Hali's situation and stating that “the
grounds for his exclusion, in particular the
statements and actions deemed contrary
to ‘national unity’ and incompatible with the
‘values of citizenship’, do not refer to spe-
cific and documented violations of a code
of professional ethics, but rather suggest
an abuse of discretionary power, in contra-
diction with the principles of legality and
due process guaranteed in Article 14 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR), to which Morocco has been a
party since 1979,

This is not an isolated case; as will be shown
later, itis clear that the student movement is
being specifically targeted by the police and
judicial system. Moroccan universities have
developed internal mechanisms to impose
reprisals on politically active young people,
such as the withholding of transport allow-
ances or grants. These grants are awarded to
all university students residing in the West-
ern Sahara who meet the requirements,
whether or not they are Moroccan. However,
over the decades, a pattern has been docu-
mented of selective withdrawal of support
from those known for their activism and
political stances in favour of self-determina-
tion, such as Mhamed Hali himself, Hayat

12.Frontline Defenders(2025).“2025 Front Line Defenders Award
for Human Rights Defenders at Risk".www.frontlinedefenders.org/
en/2025-front-line-defenders-award-human-rights-defenders-risk

13. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner (30/07/2025).
“Mandates of the Special Rapporteur on the independence of
judges and lawyers; the Special Rapporteur on the promotion
and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expres-
sion; and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of humanrights
defenders (AL MAR 5/2025)". www.spcommreports.ohchr.org/
TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gld=30219

Voices breaking free from repression

and Naziha Khaldi, Hassanna Abba, Said
Abachaikh, Elbachir Ismaili, Brahim Ailla,
Ahmes Taniji, Sid Brahim Laajil, Mohamed
Mayara, Fahimi Mbarek, Bachar Azafati,
Ismail Baganna, Ali Baih, Dalil Lehcen and
Brahim Dihani. These incidents have been
documented at Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdal-
lah University in Fez, Ibn Toufail University
in Kenitra, Ibn Zohr University in Agadir, El
Mouhamadia University in Rabat and Has-
san Il University in Casablanca. It has also
happened to the sons and daughters of
activists, such as Nasra and Mohammed
Dah, Chein Monaya, Mohamed Zaighame,
Duihi Khalid, Laaroussi Ahmed, El Alya
Zaighame, Hakim Baih, Ghalia El Hous-
saini, Agadr Mustapha, EIHaouassi Rabab,
Dafa Daddach, Nouhaila Boutanguiza and
Aafaf Sabbar.

This situation makes it even more difficult
for Sahrawi youth to remain in the Occu-
pied Territories or, if they do stay, to fully
develop professionally and economically,
effectively condemning them to a deliberate
and systematic policy of impoverishment
and marginalization.

A systematic policy that affects not only
young people but also Sahrawi women
particularly harshly, depriving them of the
possibility of economic autonomy. This is
compounded by a policy of reprisals that
historically -and still today- manifests in the
form of difamation campaigns and violations
of the right to honor, sexual harassment and
assault, threats of imprisonment, abuse,
and torture, spreading fear and intimidation
not only among activists and defenders but
among all Sahrawi women'.

4. The Western Sahara is rich in natural
resources, including phosphates, sand,

14. ElGhalia Djimi, Mina Baali et al. (2024). “Resilience in
Resistance: The Struggle of Sahrawi Women Under Moroccan
Occupation”. https://nomadshrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/
Resilience-in-Resistance-Report.pdf
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Plundering of natural

resources

fisheries, sunshine, wind, and potential oil
and gas reserves, which are extensively
exploited by Morocco. Morocco is also rap-
idly expanding its use and consumption of
land and water for agricultural production
destined for export and for the develop-
ment of the tourism industry'® in areas like
Dakhla. Furthermore, the extractive indus-
tries occupying the territory have, in recent
years, begun investing in green hydrogen,
with six projects, five of which are planned
in the Occupied Territories'™. This plan,
called Offre Marroc, is accompanied by an
investment of $35.15 billion (319 billion
Moroccan dirhams), for which a consortium
of foreign companies have been invited to
participate. These include the Spanish com-
pany Acciona, the French companies Total
Energies and Engie, and the Saudi company
ACWA Power, which have already signed
preliminary agreements with the govern-
ment'’. They are all securing land in the
Occupied Territories for their future pro-
jects in El Aaiun, Bojador and Dakhla’.

15. For a Free Sahara (07/16/2025). “In Occupied Sahara,
Morocco’s ‘Green Transition’ Consumes the Water Future of
a Silenced People.” www.porunsaharalibre.org/en/2025/07/16/
in-occupied-sahara-moroccos-green-transition-consumes-the-wa-
ter-future-of-a-silenced-people/
16.WesternSaharaResourceWatch(February20,2026).“Morocco
allocates land in occupied Western Sahara to green hydrogen
investors.” www.wsrw.org/en/news/morocco-allocates-land-in-oc-
cupied-Western-Sahara-to-green-hydrogen-investors

17. Guinaldo, Sergio (09/02/2026). “Acciona y Moeve asegu-
ran terrenos en Marruecos para estudiar la viabilidad de sus
proyectos de hidrégeno”. El Economista. www.eleconomista.es/
energia/noticias/13767758/02/26/acciona-y-moeve-aseguran-ter-
renos-en-marruecos-para-estudiar-la-viabilidad-de-sus-proyec-
tos-de-hidrogeno.html#:~:text=Acciona%20y%20Moeve%20
aseguran%20terrenos%20en%20Marruecos,30.000%20mil-
lones%20a%20estas%20y%200tras%20iniciativas

18. Fuel Cell Works (03/03/2026). “Morocco Allocates Land in
Occupied Western Sahara to Green Hydrogen Investors.” www.
fuelcellsworks.com/2026/03/03/green-hydrogen/morocco-allo-
cates-land-in-occupied-western-sahara-to-green-hydrogen-investors
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In yet another twist to the plundering already
being suffered by the territory at the hands of
the Kingdom of Morocco, the excellent rela-
tions between that country and the Trump
administration have recently opened the
door for the United States to access minerals
deposited on the seabed in the waters of the
occupied Western Sahara'™. This move is part
of the US race to outpace China in accessing
critical minerals and rare earth elements for
the energy transition, defense technologies,
and industry. Furthermore, the United States
International Development Finance Corpora-
tion is preparing to promote investments by
American companies, worth approximately
$5 billion, primarily in the energy, extrac
tive, aquaculture, and tourism sectors, in the
Occupied Territories of Western Sahara®.

The extraction of resources in non-self-gov-
erning territories without the explicit
consent of the Sahrawi people is consid-
ered illegal under international law. The
plundering of natural resources in the
Occupied Territories of Western Sahara
is a serious violation of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights?', specifically

19. Moreno, Sonia (07/02/2026). “Rabat firma un acuerdo con EEUU
para invertir en los minerales criticos en la costa que se solapa
con Canarias". El Espafiol. www.elespanol.com/invertia/empresas/
energia/20260207/rabat-firma-acuerdo-eeuu-invertir-minerales-crit-
icos-costa-solapa-canarias/1003744120359_0.html

20. Sanz, Juan Carlos (08/05/2025). “US exploring an economic
solution to Western Sahara conflict after 50 years of stalemate.”
The Country. www.english.elpais.com/international/2025-08-05/
us-exploring-an-economic-solution-to-western-sahara-conflict-
after-50-years-of-stalemate.htm/

21. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (1966). “International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights". www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instru-
ments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
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Article 1 of both instruments, which estab-
lishes, among other things, that “all
peoples have the right to dispose of their
natural resources” and that “under no cir-
cumstances may a people be deprived of
its own means of subsistence”. This implies
that the exploitation of natural resources in
territories under this status must only take
place respecting Free, Prior and Informed
Consent (FPIC), and always in accordance
with the wishes and interests of the Sah-
rawi people?2. In this respect, the Sahrawis
residing in the territories occupied by
Morocco witness how the exploitation of
their natural resources disproportionately
benefits Moroccan and foreign multina-
tional companies, while their poverty and
dependency are perpetuated and exacer-
bated. Besides reinforcing the occupation
and making it increasingly legitimate in
the eyes of Western powers, and more dif-
ficult to reverse, the extraction of natural
resources frequently entails significant and
irreparable environmental damage. In the
Western Sahara, this includes land degra-
dation due to phosphate mining, the risks
of overexploitation of fishing grounds, and
the depletion of the territory’s aquifers. In
the case of water use by tomato farms such
as the Maraissa, which is part of the French
group Azura, even a certification body hired
by the company in 2025 identifies as a risk
the fact that Dakhla is a region with struc-
tural water stress?3, reinforcing the notion
of the plundering of a scarce resource for
the benefit of European agri-food compa-
nies, facilitated by the framework of the
occupation.

Similarly, in 2025, the Oudiyat Tious
hydro-agricultural development project in

22. Institute for Human Rights and Business (12/13/2022). “What
is Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC)?" www.ihrb.org/
resources/what-is-free-prior-and-informed-consent-fpic

23. Alliance for Water Stewardship Assurance Services
(05/27/2024). “Certification Report Maraissa - Dakhla”. www.
a4ws.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/AWS-000544-Azura-
Maraissa-Dakhla-Certification-Report-27-May-2024.pdf
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Bojador was expanded, allocating 1,304
hectares to create a large-scale agricultural
hub for fodder production for dairy cows.
This project involves the construction of
twelve wells, each 250 meters deep, and a
large irrigation reservoir in an area that, as
previously mentioned, suffers from struc-
tural water scarcity?*.

This situation of exploitation is legally rec-
ognized by rulings such as the one issued in
October 2024 by the Court of Justice of the
European Union (CJEU), which emphasized
that the EU’s agreements with Morocco can-
not be automatically applied to the Western
Sahara, since the Sahrawi people must be
considered a “third party”?>. According to
the Court, any agreement must meet two
conditions: it “must not create an obliga-
tion for that people” and it must confer “a
specific, tangible, substantial and verifiable
benefit derived from the exploitation of
the territory’s natural resources, propor-
tionate to the degree of such exploitation”.
These benefits must reach the local people,
comply with the principles of sustainable
development, and include monitoring and
verification mechanisms. On October 6,
2025, the European Commission published
a revised amendment to the EU-Morocco
trade agreement to continue including
products from the Western Sahara, among
other things misrepresenting the obligation
to indicate the Sahrawi origin of products
on their labels. The European Commission
intends to add to its bilateral trade agree-
ments with Morocco a clause that states
agricultural and fishery products as origi-
nating from “Dakhla-Oued Ed-Dahab” and
“Laayoune-Sakia El Hamra”, the provincial

24. Agri Maroc (09/08/2025). “Boujdour: des hydro-agricoles pro-
jectsd'envergurepouruneagriculturedurableauheartduSahara”.
www.agrimaroc.ma/boujdour-des-projets-hydro-agricoles-denver-
gure-pour-une-agriculture-durable-au-coeur-du-sahara/

25. Court of Justice of the European Union (04/10/2024). “West-
ern Sahara: The 2019 EU-Morocco trade agreements were
concluded in violation of the principles of self-determination
and the relative effect of treaties” www.curia.europa.eu/jcms/
upload/docs/application/pdf/202410/cp240170es.pdf
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division imposed by Morocco, instead of
explicitly indicating “Western Sahara” as
their origin2®.

Furthermore, Morocco continues with its
plans to build major infrastructure pro-
jects such as the Tiznit-Dakhla highway,
the Atlantic Port of Dakhla, the 2025-2020
Electrical Equipment Plan with renewable
energy sources, and the aforementioned
“green” hydrogen megaprojects. All of this
is being done in the name of economic and
social development, “strengthening the
attractiveness of the El Aaidn, Dakhla, and
Guelmim regions for Moroccan and foreign
investors”, and “job prospects.” Added to
this is the large-scale industrial program by
the company OCP for PhosBoucraa, which
will extend until 2026 and includes the
expansion of the mine, the construction of
a new washing plant, and a fertilizer and
chemical production complex, with financ-
ing exceeding 2 billion Moroccan dirhams?.
The process of forced expropriation and pri-
vatization of land for the development of all
these megaprojects is the context for one of
the most rapidly growing human rights vio-
lations in recent years, given that Morocco is
allocating land that does not legally belong
to it, with direct consequences for the lives
of the Sahrawi people.

26. Western Sahara Resource Watch (11/20/2025). “Commission
under fire for Western Sahara origin derogation” www.wsrw.org/
en/news/commission-under-fire-for-western-sahara-origin-der-
ogation#:~:text=Despite%20acknowledging%20that%20the%20
Court,we've%20seen%20a%20/0t %E2%80%A6

27. Hallaoui, Akram (11/07/2025). “PhosBoucraa raises 2 billion
dirhams to accelerate its industrial development in the south.”
Stockings24. www.medias24.com/2025/11/07/phosboucraa-raises-
2-billion-dh-from-cdg-to-accelerate-its-industrial-development-in-
the-south/
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Types of violations
and highlighted cases

5.1. ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND
CULTURAL RIGHTS: THE DARK SIDE
OF THE SUPPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES

Government propaganda about the territo-
ry's development stands in stark contrast to
the systematic economic and employment
strangulation of the Sahrawi people, espe-
cially those who maintain traditional ways of
life or are politically active, as well as their
families, particularly their children. The Sah-
rawi people also suffer a much higher rate
of unemployment and repression of labor
and union organizing. This form of retalia-
tion particularly affects their livelihoods and
career prospects, and especially young peo-
ple, who are being laid off from their jobs
and deprived of university scholarships and
internships. This dynamic condemns the
younger generations to choose between
living in a situation of social and economic
marginalization or emigrating to Europe,
constituting -in addition to a direct viola-
tion of the United Nations International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights-a form of indirect expulsion and an
effective reduction of the original the peo-
ple of Western Sahara.

Furthermore, the 2024 report highlighted
violations of economic and social rights in
the form of forced expropriation of land and
destruction of homes and ways of life, which
directly contravenes the Fourth Geneva
Convention, prohibiting the destruction of
property and the forced displacement of
the Sahrawi people by an occupying power.
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This trend continued and worsened sig-
nificantly in 2025, coinciding with the
construction of large-scale agricultural,
mining, and energy projects in the Occu-
pied Territories.

FORCED EXPROPRIATION OF LAND, EXPULSION
AND DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY

In March 2025, eight United Nations Special
Rapporteurs noted the systematic policy of
forced displacement of the Sahrawi people
by Moroccan authorities. Their statement
noted that *“according to information
received, the government has carried out a
large-scale land acquisition operation along
the coast of the Western Sahara, which
involved the destruction of private property
and forced evictions, primarily of Sahrawi
homes located near the sea. The operation
is believed to be aimed at clearing the area
for wind energy, green hydrogen, and tour-
ism projects?®”,

Far from easing up, the Moroccan govern-
ment has stepped up its confiscation of
thousands of hectares of communal and
collectively owned land this year, classifying
them as uninhabited land and later regis-
tering them in the name of the Moroccan
state in the areas of Izik, Tadkhost, Boukraa,
and the area south of the occupied city of El
Aaiun, as well as in the areas of Jrifia, Keltat
Zemmour, and Lamsid, which belong to the
occupied city of Boujdour, and in vast areas
of Imtalan, Suheil, Bir Anzarane, and Um
Adrika, which belong to the occupied city

28. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (20/03/2025). Citation 2.

19



of Dakhla. A special procedure allows the
Moroccan state to carry out these opera-
tions discreetly?®, declaring them to be for
“public use"°. Although legally the state
must compensate the rightful owners,
in the case of Sahrawis, the right to these
lands is often customary, meaning that for-
mal ownership documents do not always
exist. This situation adds to the difficulties
already imposed by the context of occupa-
tion, such as the denial or suspension of the
procedures for registering and delimiting
land ownership, when those making this
request are Sahrawis.

This process unfolds in three main stages:
first, the confiscation of Sahrawi lands -land
that often constitutes their primary source of
livelihood; second, the registration of these
lands in the name of the Moroccan state and
their titling as full, unchallengeable property;
and finally, within the framework of political
and economic agreements of dubious legit-
imacy, the sale or transfer of these lands
to foreign states or large international cor-
porations for the implementation of highly
profitable economic projects. As the Land
Coalition acknowledges, the forced expro-
priation of land is often closely linked to the
construction of large infrastructure projects
and the transfer and sale of land to multina-
tional corporations. To such an extent that,
worldwide, approximately 27 million hectares
of agricultural land have been transferred to
foreign investors since 20003".

This also appears to be the reason for the
acceleration of the land appropriation
process and the expulsion of the Sahrawi

29. National Agency for the Conservation of Real Estate, Cadastre
and Cartography of Morocco (n.d.). “Special Registration Proce-
dures without Publicity”. Accessed 01/04/2026: www.ancfcc.gov.
ma/ProceduresSpeciales/

30. Laila Touhami Kadiri, Avocate (07/14/2025). “Expropriation
pour Cause d'Utilité Publique au Maroc: Le Guide Complet.” www.
cabinetavocat.ma/expropriation-pour-utilite-publique-au-ma-
roc-guide-complet/

31. International Land Coalition (nd). “Land Matrix Initiative”.
Accessed 03/06/2026: www.landcoalition.org/en/the-solutions/
data/land-matrix/
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people. In our 2024 report, we warned of the
possibility that the company operating the
Boucraa phosphate mines (Phos Boucraa, a
subsidiary of OCP) was taking advantage of
the policies of forced land confiscation that
the Kingdom of Morocco is carrying out in
the occupied territories, policies that have
intensified in recent years®*. On November
7, 2025, the company announced it had
secured 2 billion dirhams from the Caisse de
Dépot et de Gestion (CDG) for the expansion
of its facilities33. Since OCP is a Moroccan
state-owned company, this expansion could
be part of the new industrial zones on land
expropriated by the government. In fact, on
January 3, 2025, the Sahrawi Salma Lakh-
lifi denounced that Phos Boucraa intends to
colonize part of her lands, located near the
factory the company owns near El Aaiun34.

This dynamic of land dispossession may
also be exacerbated by the aforementioned
Offre Marroc project, which involves the
activation of this land transfer mechanism
by the Moroccan government to companies
developing these strategic green hydrogen
projects®. In a context of the expulsion
of Sahrawi people from their lands, there
should be reasonable suspicion surround-
ing the expropriation and transfer process
of these lands, prompting a rigorous inves-
tigation to clarify: What lands are being
transferred for these projects? Who are
their historical inhabitants? How are the
forced expropriations being carried out?

32. Miralles, Nora; Said, Hayat; Grupo de Trabajo sobre Derechos
Humanos en los Territorios Ocupados (2025). “Voces desde la
resistencia. Vulneraciones de derechos humanos en el Sdhara
Occidental documentadas durante 2024". ACAPS y NOVACT.
www.westernsaharareports.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/
VOCES_2024_ESP.pdf

33. Hallaoui, Akram (11/07/2025). Citation 27.

34. Radi Ellili, Mohamed (20/11/2025). “Salma Lakhlifi, a Sahrawi
mother, denounces the confiscation of her lands by the Moroc-
can occupation in El Aailn, occupied territory, and calls for urgent
international intervention.” www.youtube.com/shorts/|L21dAk8i0l

35.Daoudi,Asmae(02/05/2026).“Morocco Moves Forwardon  Five
Major Green Hydrogen Projects in Southern Regions.” Morocco
World News. www.moroccoworldnews.com/2026/02/277655/moro
cco-moves-forward-on-five-major-green-hydrogen-projects-in-
southern-regions/
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Furthermore, the destruction of property
and traditional ways of life of the Sahrawi
people continues, subjected to the same
dynamics of repression, expulsion, and
acculturation. This is the case of Mokhtar
Ould Malika and other Sahrawi civilians,
whose homes and shops in rural areas of
Smara were demolished in January 2025 by
Moroccan authorities in occupied Smara. It
is also the case of Khalifa El Miri, who, in
April 2025, for the third time, found his tent
destroyed and all its contents and fishing
gear destroyed near Foum El-Oued beach
in El Aaiun. He stated that he had informed
the Moroccan authorities he did not intend
to reside permanently in that area and that
he only practiced traditional fishing during
his holidays. This situation of systematic
harassment against Sahrawi civilians to pre-
vent them from practicing traditional fishing
intensified three years ago, while thousands
of Moroccan fishermen are allowed to
fish and reside in the so-called “fishing vil-
lages”, established since the early 2000s and
located in various areas of the Atlantic coast
of Western Saharaze.

On April 22, 2025, Moroccan authorities
carried out the mass demolition of several
homes with the help of bulldozers?” in the
area known as Zmilat El Ghazlan, in Tad-
jakoust, near El Aaiun airport. The Sahrawi
Association of Victims of Human Rights
Violations (ASVDH) considers this act part
of a deliberate policy aimed at displacing
the native Sahrawi people and altering the
territory’s demographic composition to

36. Camps-Febrer, Blanca; Daza, Felip; Diaz Bodoque, Carlos y
otros (2019). “Los tentaculos de la ocupacién: Informe sobre la
explotacion de los recursos pesqueros del Sahara Occidental
en el marco de la ocupacién del Estado marroqui”. Observatori
de Drets Humans i Empreses a la Mediterrania (ODHE). www.
odhe.cat/es/los-tentaculos-de-la-ocupacion-sobre-la-explotac-
ion-de-los-recursos-pesqueros-del-sahara-occidental-en-el-mar-
co-de-la-ocupacion-del-estado-marroqui/

37. CODESA (27/04/2025). “Destruccién de varias viviendas,
agresiones violentas contra civiles solidarios y defensores
saharauis de derechos humanos". www.codesa-ws.org/es/
destruccion-de-varias-viviendas-agresiones-violentas-contra-civ-
iles-solidarios-y-defensores-saharauis-de-derechos-humanos/
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facilitate illegal settlement and annexation
projects3e.

In their position statement, the eight UN
rapporteurs urged Morocco to “provide
information on the measures taken to offer
adequate compensation or alternative
housing, as well as legal resources, to the
people and families affected by the demo-
litions and forced evictions, and to prevent
further demolitions and forced evictions”°.

LABOR RIGHTS, ECONOMIC HARDSHIP,
AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

Much of the exclusion and underlying dis-
crimination suffered by the Sahrawi people
in their own territory stems not from brute
force, but from systematic impoverishment
and economic strangulation, which hinders
access to employment and economic oppor-
tunities and, in many cases, forces them to
relocate or migrate in order to study or work.
This year, there has been a clear increase in
cases of Sahrawis who have suffered repris-
als in their workplaces by their employers
or the Moroccan occupation administration
for their commitment to defending human
rights -especially the right to self-determi-
nation- or simply for not concealing their
ethnicity. This new wave comes on top of the
one that, starting in 2015, deprived the pre-
vious generation of employment and access
to public assistance and temporary jobs?°.

Alarge portion of the Sahrawis are systemat-
ically denied access to their own resources,
a situation compounded by discriminatory
and racist practices whose primary aim is
to drive them -especially the younger gen-

38.Sahara Press Service. (01/03/2026). “ASVDH denounces strip-
ping Sahrawis of their lands and their historical and legal rights.”
www.spsrasd.info/es/2025/02/27/8234.html|

39. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (20/03/2025). Citation 2.

40. Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights, CODESA, ASVDH and
others (2015). “Rapport sur les violations du Pacte Interna-
tional relatif aux droits économiques, sociaux et culturels par
le Royaume du Maroc.” www.thinternet.ohchr.org/ layouts/15/
TreatyBodyExternal/DownloadDraft.aspx?key=7FKgsH5XI4rm-
r+u+LE5GXhj0o4KzwEuZaQgZrvlYW2yxXBWaXheOMfyMp8PgZG+6
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erations- to emigrate by sea, embarking on
dangerous journeys aboard “death boats™'.
Many of them end up barely surviving in
countries like Spain, hoping to obtain state-
less status“?. This situation is exacerbated
by factors such as the withdrawal of social
benefits like the National Promotion Card,
which allows access to temporary public sec-
tor jobs and financial aid, and the systematic
denial of university scholarships and trans-
portation grants. This dynamic has severely
affected more than 15 young people from
prominent Sahrawi families since 2018.

Once again, this dynamic is felt most
intensely in Dakhla. At the end of May,
Hamdi Graimich, a human rights defender
and former political prisoner, as well as a
member of the local CODESA committee,
was unlawfully dismissed from his job for
publicly disseminating his activism and for
his support of the Sahrawi people’s right to
self-determination. Karimesh worked as a
guard in the Transportation Department of
this occupied city.

On September 7, 2025, Moroccan security
forces destroyed the economic venture that
had sustained Sidati El Khatat, a Sahrawi
from Dakhla, for more than twenty years,
providing him with an income and meeting
his family’s needs. This operation is part
of a systematic strategy by the Moroccan
occupation forces, which seeks to deprive
Sahrawis who own small subsistence busi-
nesses of their right to earn a living and
live with dignity*3. This is compounded by
chronicunemploymentamongthe Sahrawis,

41. Gaviro, Ana Isabel (19/04/2026). “NUUR Extremadura, en
contra de la exclusién de los migrantes saharauis del pro-
ceso de regularizacion”. Cadena Ser. www.cadenaser.com/
extremadura/2026/04/19/nuur-extremadura-en-contra-de-la-ex-
clusion-de-los-migrantes-saharauis-del-proceso-de-regulariza-
cion-ser-merida/

42.Alcutén, Jacobo(20/0472026)."“Los saharauis, excluidos: «Siem-
pretenemosquetrabajar‘ennegro™. 20 minutos. www.pressreader.
com/spain/20-minutos-madrid-eajg/20260420/281552297442619
43. CODESA (12(09/2025). “Demolicién de un pequefio nego-
cio familiar saharaui en la ciudad ocupada de Dajla”. www.
noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.org/codesa-demolicion-de-un-pe-
queno-negocio-saharaui-en-la-ciudad-ocupada-de-dajla/
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despite numerous investment projects,
hotels, and the privatization of Dajla Bay
by foreign capital. This dual practice of eco-
nomic marginalization -in which the Sahrawi
people are excluded from formal employ-
ment and, at the same time, prevented from
developing subsistence businesses- consti-
tutes a flagrant violation of their economic
and social rights.

This situation particularly affects the
younger segments of the Sahrawi people.
In late October 2025, a group of unem-
ployed Sahrawi youth staged a sit-in and
a multi-day hunger strike at the new
Port Atlantique in Dakhla, a symbol of
international and Moroccan interests in
maintaining the occupation, to denounce
the Moroccan authorities' systematic policy
of marginalization and racial discrimina-
tion**. The protesters accused the Kingdom
of Morocco of favoring the hiring of Moroc-
can settlers brought from the interior of the
country, to the detriment of the Sahrawi peo-
ple, as well as discriminating against them in
access to housing and social benefits.

This situation, particularly regarding the
lack of future prospects for young people, is
widespread in all occupied cities, and even
beyond, with respect to the Sahrawi people
living in border areas and areas historically
linked to the Western Sahara, such as Tan-
Tan. In May 2025, a group of Sahrawi nursing
assistants who had completed their intern-
ships at the “Hikma” clinic in occupied El
Aaiun reported that they were being denied
their right to work after a new Moroccan
management team took over the clinic’s
administration*>. The activists allege that

44, Equipe Média (28/10/2025). “Jévenes saharauis denun-
cian en Dajla su exclusion del empleo portuario bajo
ocupacién marroqui”. El Faradio. www.elfaradio.com/2025/10/28/
jovenes-saharauis-denuncian-en-dajla-su-exclusion-del-em-
pleo-portuario-bajo-ocupacion-marroqui/

45, Usuario @ellilimohamedradilivel de Tik Tok (11/05/2026).
“Protestas por los ayudantes de enfermeria que fueron
expulsados de la clinica Al-Hikma". www.tiktok.com/@ellilimo-
hamedradilivel/video/7503257601472335126
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they were discriminated against because
of their Sahrawi identity and replaced by
nurses and assistants of Moroccan origin.
In July, the local CODESA branch in Tan-Tan
warned that several Sahrawi workers at
the city’s port were being subjected to
arbitrary exclusion and racial discrimi-
nation, culminating in a mass dismissal
by the fish market management without
any legal basis*¢. According to the organi-
zation, this measure constitutes a serious
violation of the right to work, dignity and
equality before the law, enshrined in inter-
national instruments, including Article 6 of
the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights.

A few months earlier, in April, Youssef
Sabari, an unemployed Sahrawi from Tan-
Tan, claimed to have been excluded from
a self-employment project, despite hav-
ing completed a training course with other
unemployed individuals and having submit-
ted a full application. This led him to protest
in front of the government headquarters in
Tan-Tan, where he was physically and ver-
bally assaulted, dragged through the street,
and had his banner confiscated. The ban-
ner displayed his main demand: the right
to work and to live with dignity. He was
subsequently arrested, interrogated, and
pressured, under duress and torture, to sign
a police report, after which he was released
without appearing before a prosecutor.

In September 2025, a group of unem-
ployed Sahrawis from Shato al-Maa, in
the Moroccan province of Assa-Zag near
Guelmim, organized a two-month protest
camp in front of the city’s prefecture after
attempting to negotiate with the administra-
tion to secure their basic rights. This group of

46. CODESA (19/07/2025). “La discriminacion sistematica en el
empleoyelsaqueodelosrecursosyriquezasdel pueblosaharaui
constituyen la politica mas destacada de la potencia ocupante
marroqui.” www.codesa-ws.org/es/la-discriminacion-sistemati-
ca-en-el-empleo-y-el-saqueo-de-los-recursos-y-riquezas-del-pueb-
lo-saharaui-constituyen-la-politica-mas-destacada-de-la-poten-
cia-ocupante-marroqui/
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Sahrawis was reportedly repeatedly intimi-
dated and assaulted by Moroccan police,
sustaining physical injuries, including a
fractured leg*. They subsequently contin-
ued their peaceful struggle with another
camp in front of the provincial council head-
quarters, which lasted more than a month
without their demands being addressed.

What these students and workers are suf-
fering is not only a violation of individual
rights, but also a policy of systematic exclu-
sion and widespread racial discrimination
that violates the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, as
well as the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination, in total
contradiction with the principle of “perma-
nent sovereignty over natural resources”,
enshrined in Resolution 1803 of the United
Nations General Assembly, as well as with
the legal opinion issued by the United
Nations in 2002, which underlines the ille-
gality of all economic activity in the territory
without the express consent of the Sahrawi
people and their legitimate representative.

ACCULTURATION, RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION IN DAKHLA

The Sahrawi coast has become a strate-
gic priority for Morocco’s colonial project,
with a particular focus on Dakhla due to
its wind, waves, and pristine landscape,
which is highly attractive for ecotourism
and water sports. Its accelerated tourism
development, coupled with the injection of
public spending into infrastructure, has led
to Dakhla’'s inhabitants nearly doubling in
the last 10 years, from 140,000 to 220,000
inhabitants. Most of this increase stems
from internal migration from rural areas
of Morocco, drawn by the construction of

47. CODESA (08/09/2025). “Sobre la privaciéon de su derecho
legitimo al trabajo a un grupo de saharauis desempleados”.
www.noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.org/comunicado-de-code-
sa-sobre-la-privacion-de-su-derecho-legitimo-al-trabajo-a-un-gru-
po-de-saharauis-desempleados/
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these “economic development” projects,
according to a 2025 report published by
the Moroccan High Commissioner for Plan-
ning*®. This report shows that in some cities
of the Occupied Territories, the rate of new
inhabitants growth reaches 60%, which, in a
territory recognized as non-self-governing,
constitutes a transfer of people that forms
the basis for considering this case as “settle-
ment colonialism™?.

Asfortheimpactofturistification, the Moroc-
can governmentitself, which markets Dakhla
as “the Dubai of North Africa”?, reports a
32% increase in visitors to the region since
2024 thanks to infrastructure investment®'.
In addition to Ryanair, which announced in
November 2024 that it would begin oper-
ating flights from Madrid to Dakhla, other
airlines -Royal Air Maroc, Transavia, Air
Arabia, and Binter Airlines- have operated
flights to the occupied Western Sahara in
recent years. The Court of Justice of the
European Union ruled in 2018 that air agree-
ments between the European Union and
Morocco are not applicable to the Western
Sahara, a decision reaffirmed in 2025 by the
European Commissioner for Transport and
Sustainable Tourism, Apostolos Tzitzikostas,
following Ryanair's announcement®,

48. Alto Comisionado para la Planificacién de Marruecos
(25/10/2025). “Migration interne selon les résultats du recense-
ment général de la population et de I'habitat de 2024". www.hcp.
ma/Migration-interne-selon-les-resultats-du-recensement-general-
de-la-population-et-de-I-habitat-de-2024-Octobre-2025_a4202.html

49. Padrén Hernandez, Maria (2025). “The Moroccan King
Wants Western Sahara without Its People: An Argument for
Western Sahara as a Settler Colony.” Settler Colonial Studies
15 (1): 126-43. www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/2201473X
.2025.2456386#d1e264

50. Ruiz Aguilar, Julio César (09/11/2025). “De Villa Cisneros
a Dajla, Marruecos levanta su ‘Dubai del Sahara’ a 50 afios
de la Marcha Verde: “Espafia se fue, nosotros la hicimos
prospera™. El Espafiol. www.elespanol.com/reportajes/20251109/
villa-cisneros-dajla-marruecos-levanta-dubai-sahara-anos-mar-
cha-verde-espana-hicimos-prospera/1003744004956_0.html/

51. Fernandez, Enrique (09/08/2024). “Morocco’s tourism is at
its best in its history.” Watchtower www.atalayar.com/en/articulo/
economy-and-business/moroccos-tourism-is-at-its-best-in-its-his-
tory/20240908080000204827.htm/

52. Western Sahara Resource Watch (January 21, 2025). “European
Commission: EU flights to Western Sahara are not included in avi-
ation agreements.” www.wsrw.org/en/news/EU-flights-to-the-Sahara
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This normalization of tourism in Dakhla, for
example, is reflected in reports such as the
one published by Condé Nast magazine in
July 2025, which begins by stating that “there
is a corner of the Western Sahara that is a
true paradise for wind sports. This is Dakhla,
in Morocco, known as the Pearl of the
South”3, The report completely ignores the
political and cultural situation in Dakhla and
follows the official discourse of the Moroccan
press. The promotion of these destinations is
carried out, among other things, through the
use of a narrative linked to sustainability and
ecosystem protection, with the aim of posi-
tioning them as “ecotourism destinations” or
“eco-friendly tourism.” In this way, an image
of the territory is created that serves as a tool
to legitimize exploitation, obscures human
rights violations, and presents activities
that directly contribute to the consolidation
of the occupation regime as sustainable. At
the same time, the Moroccan government
is promoting a process of architectural, cul-
tural, and demographic replacement in the
territory, displacing or restricting the use of
Hassania, the dialect of the Sahrawi people®?,
and engaging in a clear dynamic of “cultural
theft”>>. Morocco’s dual practice of repress-
ing and appropriating expressions of Sahrawi
culture, harassing and imprisoning Sahrawi
poets and musicians (as documented in previ-
ous reports) and, simultaneously, organizing
state-controlled Hassania cultural festivals.

This is compounded by the situation of eco-
nomic marginalization, displacement, and
persecution of activists and human rights

53. Mévil, Paula (03/07/2025). “Qué ver en Dakhla, Marruecos: el
paraiso del kitesurf”. Condé Nast Traveler. www.traveler.es/articu-
los/que-ver-en-dakhla-marruecos-kitesurf#:~:text=Dakhla%2C%20
1a%20/lamada%20Perla%20del%20Sur%20de,Lo%20descubri-
mos%20desde%20el%20id%C3%ADlico%20Caravan%20Dakhla.

54. Ndiaye, Ngone (27/10/2025). “Dajla: postal turistica, historia
borrada”. La Marea. www.lamarea.com/2025/10/27/dajla-saha-
ra-postal-turistica/#:~:text=A%20pocos%20kil%C3%B3metros%20
se%20levanta%20el%20%C3%BAnico,dos%20camellos%20y%20
un%20sal%C3%B3n%20de%20t%C3%A9.

55. Allan, Joanna (2024). “Cultural Robbery, the Carceral System
and the Settler Coloniality of Multiculturalism in Moroccan-Oc-
cupied Western Sahara,” State Crime 12, no. 2 (2024): 225-44.
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defenders in Dakhla. Specifically, the increase
in cases of human rights violations against
the Sahrawi people in this area is evident,
especially compared to previous reports.

One of the most serious violations of social
rights and the right to freedom from racial
discrimination this year is the case involving
two Sahrawi activists in Dakhla, in January
2025, including Hassan Zerouali, a jour-
nalist and member of the local CODESA
committee. Both went to the hospital in
the occupied city after being assaulted and
detained by Moroccan security forces. The
hospital administration refused to provide
them with medical attention, so Zeroualiand
his companion went to another hospital in
Dakhla, where they were again denied treat-
ment and a medical report®¢. The Moroccan
administration is planning to build a new
hospital in Dakhla, while part of its native
Sahrawi people is unable to access health-
care for ideological and political reasons.

This situation deliberately violates the right to
self-determination and the Sahrawi people’s
rightto health, to a dignified life, and to access
and control over their natural resources, to
the point that there is an unacceptable risk
-which must be reversed immediately- that
these dynamics will escalate into an increas-
ingly less covert ethnic cleansing, emptying
the city of Sahrawis to prevent their existence
and demands from becoming a problem for
the companies, multinationals, and tourists
operating in the territory.

9.2. VIOLATIONS OF CIVIL
AND POLITICAL RIGHTS

THE WALL OF SILENCE IS CLOSING IN: SIEGE
AGAINST HUMAN RIGHTS MONITORING

A substantial portion of human rights
violations in 2025 relate to the persecu-
tion and expulsion of witnesses who are

56. Sahara Press Service (19/01/2025). “Marruecos contindia con
sus practicas de asedio a periodistas y activistas saharauis”.
www.spsrasd.info/es/2025/01/19/7461.html
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inconvenient to the situation in the Occu-
pied Territories of Western Sahara, which
are subject to an information blackout
that significantly limits freedom of infor-
mation and hinders independent human
rights monitoring. In this context, Moroc-
can authorities have historically pursued a
policy of restricting access to the territory,
aimed at preventing the documentation of
violations and reducing international visi-
bility of the situation there. This year, this
policy has been intensified dramatically.

Since 2014, Morocco has expelled at least
329 international observers and has banned
or prevented the entry of at least seven
international human rights organizations,
including Human Rights Watch, Amnesty
International, and NOVACT®’. Access to the
Office of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights has also been
repeatedly denied since 2015 and contin-
ues to be denied. In 2025 alone, between
20 and 25 journalists, international
observers, activists, and human rights
defenders were expelled, returned at the
border, or prevented from entering the
country, including being prevented from
disembarking their planes. Along with other
practices aimed at suppressing information,
this type of human rights violation accounts
for nearly thirty cases. This set of measures
demonstrates a policy aimed at preventing
independent reporting, fostering a climate
of impunity in the region.

In addition to expelling Spanish journalists
and activists who had visited the Dajla activ-
ist Hassan Zerouali in January 2025, that
same month, Francisco Carrién, a journal-
ist from the newspaper El Independiente, was
detained, interrogated, and deported after
being forced to sign an expulsion orders,

57. Sahara Press Service (26/12/2025). “Marruecos ha expulsado
desde el 2014 a 329 observadores internacionales de las ZZ.00 del
Sahara Occidental”. www.spsrasd.info/es/2025/12/26/13609.htm/

58. Reporteros Sin Fronteras (07/02/2025). “RSF rechaza la
expulsion de dos periodistas espafioles que viajaron a la ciu-
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According to information he himself pub-
lished, Morocco justified its refusal to admit
him on security grounds and because of his
publications critical of King Mohammed VI.
On January 28, Morocco prevented a Basque
delegation composed of Mikel Arruabar-
rena (PNV), Amancay Villalba (EH Bildu),
and Jon Hernandez (Sumar) from disem-
barking their plane upon arrival in occupied
El Aaiun®. The three representatives planned
to meet with Sahrawi activists to learn about
the situation in the occupied territories,
but, as they reported, a person who identi-
fied himself as a “Moroccan delegate in the
Sahara” prevented them from leaving the
plane, invoking “Moroccan sovereignty”.

Subsequently, on February 19, journalist
Asier Aldea Esnaola and content creator
Rama Jutglar, known as Ramilla de Aven-
tura, also experienced a similar situation®®.
Just one day later, on February 20, a del-
egation of Members of the European
Parliament composed of Jussi Saramo (Fin-
land), Catarina Martins (Portugal), and Isa
Serra (Spain) was also expelled while on
an observation mission aimed at verifying
compliance with the European Court of Jus-
tice ruling that annulled the agriculture and
fisheries agreements between the Euro-
pean Union and Morocco as they apply to
Western Sahara®'.

dad costera de Dajla, donde Marruecos explota un nuevo
destino turistico en el Sahara Occidental”. www.rsf-es.org/
marruecos-rsf-rechaza-la-expulsion-de-dos-periodistas-es-
panoles-que-viajaron-a-la-ciudad-costera-de-dajla-donde-marrue-
cos-explota-un-nuevo-destino-turistico-en-el-sahara-occidental/

59. Sahara Press Service (28/01/2025). “Marruecos expulsa del
Sahara Occidental a una delegacién parlamentaria vasca”. www.
spsrasd.info/es/2025/01/28/7608.html|

60. Diaz, lzaro; Otermin, Jon (18/02/2025). “Un periodista
navarro, retenido en Casablanca tras ser expulsado por Mar-
ruecos cuando intentaba viajar al Sdhara Occidental”. www.
noticiasdenavarra.com/sociedad/2025/02/18/periodista-navar-
ro-denuncia-retenido-pasaporte-9293432.htm/

61. Por un Sdhara Libre (20/02/2025). “Eurodiputados blo-
queados en el Sahara Occidental: Marruecos retiene a una
delegacion de eurodiputados en El Aaiun durante una misién
de derechos humanos”. www.porunsaharalibre.org/2025/02/20/
eurodiputados-bloqueados-en-el-sahara-occidental-marrue-
cos-retiene-a-una-delegacion-de-eurodiputados-en-el-aaiun-du-
rante-una-mision-de-derechos-humanos/
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On March 1, David Blanco, the Secretary
of International Relations for the CGT in
Spain,wasexpelledunderthe pretextofbeing
an “undesirable person”®? after meeting with
Sahrawi activists as Hassan Zerouali, Saleh
Dlimi, and Mohamed Anguiguiz, who was
recently arrested for his social media activ-
ity. Right after that, on March 15, a delegation
from the International Association of Jurists
for Western Sahara® was also expelled, and
on March 29, a Spanish delegation from the
Um Draiga Association, which had been
investigating the human rights situation in
the occupied territories, was also expelled
from the territory®“.

The same pattern continued in the following
months. On April 27, Italian journalists Mat-
téo Garvoglia and Giovanni Colmune were
expelled®. Later, on August 23, activists llaf
Hassan Qasem and Bianca Piraci Alfonso
- an American and a Portuguese national,
respectively - who are members of the Inter-
national Organization for Nonviolence®®,
were denied entry into or permission to
remain in the territory. Just one day later,
on August 24 , Spanish journalists Oscar
Allende and Leonor Suarez , as well as
activist Raal Conde, a member of Can-
tabria for the Sahara, were also expelled .

62. Torres, Raul (02/03/2025). “La Policia de Marruecos aborda
en su hotel y expulsa a un espafiol tras reunirse en Dajla con
activistas saharauis”. El Espafiol. www.elespanol.com/espana/
politica/20250302/policia-marruecos-aborda-hotel-expulsa-es-
panol-reunirse-dajla-activistas-saharauis/928157322_0.html

63. Vazquez, Mariano (21/03/2025). «Marruecos sigue reprim-
iendo a quienes buscan relevar violaciones a derechos humanos
en el Sahara Occidental”. Canal Abierto. www.canalabierto.com.
ar/2025/03/21/marruecos-sigue-reprimiendo-a-quienes-buscan-rel-
evar-violaciones-a-derechos-humanos-en-el-sahara-occidental/

64.Santana,Gara(28/03/2025)."MarruecosimpideentraralSahara
Occidental a una delegacion solidaria: “Es una violacion de los
derechos humanos"”. eldiario.es. www.eldiario.es/canariasahora/
sociedad/marruecos-impide-entrar-sahara-occidental-delega-
cion-solidaria-violacion-derechos-humanos_1_12175532.html

65. Committee to Protect Journalists (May 2, 2025). “Morocco
deports 2 journalists trying to enter Western Sahara”. www.
cpj.org/2025/05/morocco-deports-2-journalists-trying-to-enter-
western-sahara/

66. Carridn, Francisco (25/08/2025). “Marruecos expulsa a dos
activistas extranjeras del Sdhara Occidental”. El Independiente.
www.elindependiente.com/internacional/2025/08/25/marrue-
cos-expulsa-dos-activistas-extranjeras-sahara-occidental/
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PRESS

Restrictions on monitoring and violations
of freedom of information directly affect all
Sahrawijournalists, activists, and individuals
who document or disseminate information
about human rights violations in the terri-
tory. The combination of police, judicial, and
social measures -including surveillance, har-
assment, and physical assaults- has turned
journalism and human rights monitoring
into high-risk activities that must be carried
out clandestinely. In fact, Article 267-5 91,
introduced into the Moroccan Penal Code
in 2016, remains in force, criminalizing any
expression that could constitute a threat
to the territorial integrity of the Kingdom,
including mentioning Western Sahara as an
occupied territory. This article implies that
journalists who challenge the legal status of
Western Sahara may face suspension and
blocking of media outlets and prison sen-
tences of 6 months to 2 years and/or a fine
of 20,000 to 200,000 dirhams®’.

As Reporters Without Borders acknowl-
edges in its annual Press Freedom Index of
180 countries, Morocco has fallen again in
2025, dropping to 120th out of 180%. This
is an even more alarming figure consid-
ering that just two years prior, in 2023, it
ranked 144th out of 180. The organization
notes that independent media and jour-
nalists in the Kingdom of Morocco “face
significant pressure, and the right to infor-
mation is crushed by a propaganda and
disinformation machine at the service of the
government and its allies”. Meanwhile, Free-
dom House continues to rate press freedom
in Western Sahara at 4 out of 100, labeling it
“Not Free"®.

67. Moroccan Penal Code. Article 267-59. www.onousc.ma/stor-
age/code_penal.pdf

68. Reporters Without Borders. (n.d.). “Morocco/Western Sahara:
2025 Ranking". www.rsf.org/en/country/morocco-western-sahara

69. Freedom House (2026). “Western Sahara: Freedom in the
World 2026". www.freedomhouse.org/country/western-sahara/
freedom-world/2026
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Sahrawi media outlets continue to operate
within a context of sustained information
blackout and increasing repression, which is
not limited to the direct actions of Moroc-
can security forces but also includes digital
and physical attacks against all types of
media infrastructure. On February 7, the
Sahara Press Service website was hacked,
displaying the message “Page hacked by
MoroccanGhosts. Western Sahara is Moroc-
can and will remain so to its last grain of
sand”. Subsequently, on March 28, the
media outlet Equipe Média suffered a mas-
sive cyberattack that disabled its website
and other digital platforms’®. Similarly, jour-
nalist Ambeirkat Abdelkrim, the platform
‘s director, was also affected. October 12,
named in reference to the Sahrawi National
Unity Day, which operates from the occu-
pied city of El Aaiun and aims to document
human rights violations in the occupied
territories, has denounced the systemic
blocking of internet access and its website.

During 2025, there were also multiple cases
of reprisals against specific individuals linked
to the documentation and dissemination of
information, such as the Sahrawi blogger
Breika Bahi , who stated he had been kid-
napped and abandoned on the outskirts of
the occupied city of El Aaiun on the night of
February 28, 2025, after being subjected to
a media smear campaign. Subsequently, on
March 17, he reported being watched and
followed by police officers, which led him
to issue a public appeal for support from
human rights organizations due to fear for
his physical safety’.

70. Por un Sahara Libre (28/03/2025). “La ONU condena el
ataque de la policia marroqui a la activista saharaui Mah-
fouda Bamba Lefquir”. www.porunsaharalibre.org/2025/03/28/
la-onu-condena-el-ataque-de-la-policia-marroqui-a-la-activista-
saharaui-mahfouda-bamba-lefquir/

71.Bujari Santorum, Héctor (17/05/2025). Brika Bahi: ‘Me dijeron:
Si sigues defendiendo la libertad del Sdhara, la préxima vez no
seran este tipo de torturas. Sera mucho peor’. Nueva Revolucion.
www.nuevarevolucion.es/brika-bahi-me-dijeron-si-sigues-defen-
diendo-la-libertad-del-sahara-la-proxima-vez-no-seran-este-tipo-
de-torturas-sera-mucho-peor/
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On March 16, RASD TV journalist Salha
Boutenguiza was verbally and physically
assaulted on Smara Street in occupied El
Aaiun while walking with activist and former
political prisoner Mahfouda Bamba Lefkir.
According to their statements, two police
vehicles intercepted them and proceeded to
assault them, punching, kicking, and hurling
insults, before dousing them with water’2.
As a result, both suffered injuries to their
faces, eyes, and legs. It should be noted that
they had previously been subjected to phys-
ical and verbal assaults, as well as degrading
and humiliating treatment, including sexual
harassment, being forcibly undressed, and
being dragged along the ground.

In October, the journalist again reported
renewed pressure directed at her family to
force her eviction from their home and com-
pel her to leave the occupied city of Bojador
just two hours after arriving for a family
visit. She also reported constant obstacles
to visiting relatives and participating in cel-
ebrations. The journalist herself interpreted
these events as a form of pressure that “has
escalated from political and media oppres-
sion to direct interference in social and
family relationships””3.

The crackdown also affects people who,
while not working as journalists, contribute
to the documentation effort. On April 24,
Sidi Ahmed Bouhadda, Abdellahi Farah,
Mohamed Fadel Chaihab, and Limam
Tlemidi, members of the Sahrawi Coordina-
tion Committee of the Three Valleys, were
assaulted by police officers after attempting
to document the destruction and damage

72. Sahara Press Service (28/03/2025). “Mary Lawlor, Relatora
Especial dela ONU paralos DDHH, condena el ataque dela policia
marroqui a la activista saharaui de derechos humanos Mah-
fouda Bamba Lefquir”. www.noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.org/
mary-lawlor-relatora-especial-de-la-onu-para-los-ddhh-condena-
el-ataque-de-la-policia-marroqui-a-la-activista-saharaui-de-dere-
chos-humanos-mahfouda-bamba-lefquir-sahara-press-service-sps/
73. Equipe Média (12/10/2025). “Marruecos impide a la perio-
dista saharaui Salha Boutengiza visitar a su familia en Bojador”.
www.elfaradio.com/2025/10/12/marruecos-impide-a-la-periodis-
ta-saharaui-salha-boutengiza-visitar-a-su-familia-en-bojador/
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inflicted on Sahrawi homes in occupied El
Aaiun. They reported that two police patrols
beat them with batons, causing injuries to
their ribs, kidneys, back, face, head, and
legs, with one of them losing consciousness.
Furthermore, their mobile phones were
confiscated, and all four tires of their vehicle
were punctured. Shortly afterward, Bou-
hadda reported that his phone had been
confiscated again by other officers.

Mohamed Bazigh, a Sahrawi man, was
arrested on September 25 in the city of
Guelmim for his social media activity and
his support to youth protests organized in
several Moroccan cities demanding political,
economic, and social reforms. Twenty days
later, the Courtin Ain Sebaa sentenced him to
five years in prison, a sentence subsequently
upheld by the Casablanca Court of Appeal.

In a context characterized by restricted
access to information regarding the Western
Sahara, social media has taken on a central
role as a tool for denouncing and docu-
menting used by Sahrawi activists. Within
this framework, digital smear campaigns
have been documented, targeting individu-
als, groups, and organizations that dare to
criticize the state or address the issue of the
Western Sahara.

Mohamed Radi Ellili, a Sahrawi journalist
and activist exiled in France, reported the
deletion of his TikTok account on February
14th. According to his testimony, these actions
were coordinated and financed by Moroccan
intelligence and hacker groups who incite
Moroccan civilians to launch mass attacks
and file complaints, under the pretext of
promoting hatred and terrorism’. The jour-
nalist suggests the possibility of collaboration
between Morocco and the TikTok platform,
after the reception in Rabat of the director of
public policies of the platform for the Middle

74. Baba Yosef, Brahim (14/6/2025). “Lucha saharaui en las
redes sociales”. Espacios Europeos. www.espacioseuropeos.
com/2025/06/lucha-saharaui-en-las-redes-sociales/
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East and North Africa, Wael Ezzat, by the Min-
ister of Youth, Culture and Communication of
Morocco, Mohamed Mehdi Bensaid.

Sahrawi defenders and journalists, such as
Mohamed Dihani, former political prisoner
and torture victim exiled in Italy, or Hamma
El Mahdi, maintain that smear campaigns
have become a “psychological war"’
waged through social media, constituting
a key tool in the Moroccan state’s repres-
sive repertoire’®. The ripple effect of these
reprisals also reaches Moroccan journalists
who denounce the colonization of Western
Sahara, such as Aziz Ghali, president of the
Moroccan Association for Human Rights,
who advocates for the Sahrawi people’s
right to self-determination and who has also
been targeted in similar smear campaigns’’.

CASE: PERSECUTION OF DAKHLA JOURNALIST
HASSAN ZEROUALI CONTINUES

During 2025, journalist Hassan Zerouali was
subjected to multiple episodes of harass-
ment, arbitrary detention, police violence,
surveillance and reprisals, all directly related
to his reporting and advocacy work in the
occupied territories of Western Sahara.

At 1:00 a.m.onJanuary 15, Zerouali and blog-
ger Saleh Dlimi, both members of CODESA,
were walking through the streets of occu-
pied Dakhla when a police vehicle pulled up
beside them. Both were forcibly placed inside
and arbitrarily detained’®. According to their

75. Sahara Press Service (08/07/2025). “Moroccan regime
engages in propaganda campaigns and psychological warfare
to distort facts and promote its colonial narrative in Western
Sahara.” www.spsrasd.info/en/2025/08/07/11207.html

76.Dihani, Mohamed (03/20/2025). “Marocco, status of diffusion
1l Manifesto. www.ilmanifesto.it/marocco-stato-di-diffamazione

77. CODESA (18/12/2024). “Declaracién de CODESA tras
las declaraciones del Dr. Aziz Ghali, presidente de la Aso-
ciacion Marroqui de Derechos Humanos (AMDH)". www.
codesa-ws.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/%D8%A8%D9
%8A%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%BI%DE8%B2%DI%EA%DE%B2-
%D8%BABDEY%BA7%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8WA8%DEWA7 %D %84 %
D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%A8%DEW%A7%DI%86%DI%8A%DE%A9-1.pdf

78. CODESA (January 16, 2025). “Detention of Sahrawi human
rights activist and journalist Hassan Zerouali.” www.youtube.
com/watch?v=XA1YIELcHOQ
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testimony, Zerouali was the primary target
of the intervention, as the officers alleg-
edly said “take his companion too”. During
the approximately half-hour journey to the
city’s police station, both were subjected to
physical and verbal abuse, while the officers
attempted to seize their mobile phones.
Once at the police station, they were again
assaulted and threatened for several hours
before finally being released. Their mobile
phones were searched without a warrant.

The next day, both went to the hospital to
obtain a medical report, undergo tests, and
receive treatment for the injuries they sus-
tained in the attack -Zerouali in his left eye
and Dlimi in his genitals. However, the hos-
pital administration refused to treat them’.

These events allegedly occurred within a
context of preemptive repression linked to
the imminent arrival in the city of a journal-
ist from the media outlet Publico and two
representatives of the Spanish State Coor-
dinator of Solidarity Associations with the
Sahara (CEAS-Sahara), who were sched-
uled to visit Zerouali ‘s home. The three
Spaniards arrived in Dakhla on January 18
and, according to their own testimony, were
subjected to constant police surveillance
from the moment they arrived: “Everywhere
we went, we had a kind of police squad or
team following us the whole time. They did
it quite obvious, as if they wanted us to see
that freedom there was relative”®°, stated
Sergio Garcia, one of the activists who was
later expelled.

On January 19, approximately half an hour
after Zerouali received the three visitors
at his home, the house was raided by 74

79. Sahara Press Service (19/01/2025). “Marruecos continta con
sus practicas de asedio a periodistas y activistas saharauis”
www.spsrasd.info/es/2025/01/19/7461.html/

80. Mondéjar, Maria (21/01/2025). “Activistas y periodista
espafioles denuncian ser expulsados del Sahara: ‘Dijeron
que eran ordenes de Rabat™. El Periddico Mediterraneo.
www.elperiodicomediterraneo.com/internacional/2025/01/21/
activistas-periodista-espanoles-denuncian-expulsados-sa-
hara-113577087.html|
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Moroccan police officers. During the oper-
ation, both Hassan Zerouali and his father,
Mouloud Zerouali, were assaulted. Simul-
taneously, the three Spanish citizens were
forcibly taken to the Moroccan city of Agadir:
“They put us in a taxi and took us to a hotel
to tell us that we were officially expelled by
order of Morocco. It was all quite aggressive;
it only took half an hour for them to expel
us, simply for speaking with Sahrawis”,
stated José Carmona, the expelled jour-
nalist. According to witnesses®', Zerouali’s
home remained under police surveillance
for the next three days.

Months later, on May 5, after attending the
Congress of the General Union of Workers
of Saguia El Hamra and Rio de Oro, held
in the Sahrawi refugee camps, where he
took part in protests in defense of the free-
dom of Sahrawi political prisoners, Hassan
Zerouali was arbitrarily detained at the
Guerguerat border crossing by the Moroc-
can occupation’s border police, along with
human rights defender Fatma El Hafidi®.
Both were subjected to interrogations,
harassment, and abusive searches, during
which Zerouali's clothes were reportedly
torn off by force. Additionally, his papers and
personal documents were confiscated?®3.

After being detained for approximately five
hours, they were allowed to continue their
journey to Dakhla. However, during the jour-
ney, they were stopped at every checkpoint
for more than half an hour and were even-
tually followed by two police vehicles, one
in front and one behind. This surveillance
operation was later extended to include the
monitoring and besieging of Zerouali ‘s fam-

81. Bujari Santorum, Héctor (14/06/2025). “Hassan Zerouali:
‘Nos echaron de la empresa por participar en manifestaciones™.
www.nuevarevolucion.es/hassan-zerouali-nos-echaron-de-la-em-
presa-por-participar-en-manifestaciones/

82. Ibid .

83.Equipe Média(05/09/2025).“Hear the story: Sahrawijournalist
Hassan Zerouali defies Moroccan repression after...". Facebook.
www.facebook.com/EquipeMedia2010/videos/hear-the-story-
sahrawi-journalist-hassan-zerouali-defies-moroccan-repres-
sion-aft/1219681996283081/
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ily home for a period of two weeks, in an
attempt to prevent other Sahrawi civilians
from visiting him or having contact with him.

The persecution of the Sahrawi journalist
continued in the months that followed. On
August 15, due to the constant persecu-
tion related to his reporting and exposure
of violations committed by the Moroccan
occupation, he was once again arbitrarily
detained at a checkpoint located north of
occupied Bojador, where he was subjected
to attempts at blackmail and interrogation,
until he was finally released approximately
one hour later.

Taken together, these events point to a pat-
tern of harassment that suggests the use of
intimidation and punishment mechanisms
against dissident journalists aimed not only
at hindering their reporting work, but also
at discouraging contact between Sahrawi
journalists and international observers.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION,
ASSEMBLY AND PROTEST

Moroccan authorities continue to impose
arbitrary restrictions on the Sahrawi peo-
ple’s exercise of freedom of expression,
peaceful assembly, and association, employ-
ing excessive force to disperse peaceful
gatherings. Meanwhile, activists, human
rights defenders, and others expressing
dissenting opinions have been subjected
to harassment, intimidation, attacks, and
persecution for peacefully exercising their
fundamental rights. United Nations Human
Rights mechanisms and bodies estab-
lished under various international treaties
have repeatedly emphasized that Sahrawis
defending the right to self-determination
are subjected to widespread police violence,
abductions, torture, and arbitrary arrests
and detentions84. Again, in March 2025, the

84. Recalling also the recommendations of the Human Rights
Committee (CCPR/C/MAR/CO/6) and the Committee on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights (E/C.12/MAR/CO/4).

30


https://nuevarevolucion.es/hassan-zerouali-nos-echaron-de-la-empresa-por-participar-en-manifestaciones
https://nuevarevolucion.es/hassan-zerouali-nos-echaron-de-la-empresa-por-participar-en-manifestaciones
https://nuevarevolucion.es/hassan-zerouali-nos-echaron-de-la-empresa-por-participar-en-manifestaciones
https://www.facebook.com/EquipeMedia2010/videos/hear-the-story-sahrawi-journalist-hassan-zerouali-defies-moroccan-repression-aft/1219681996283081/
https://www.facebook.com/EquipeMedia2010/videos/hear-the-story-sahrawi-journalist-hassan-zerouali-defies-moroccan-repression-aft/1219681996283081/
https://www.facebook.com/EquipeMedia2010/videos/hear-the-story-sahrawi-journalist-hassan-zerouali-defies-moroccan-repression-aft/1219681996283081/
https://www.facebook.com/EquipeMedia2010/videos/hear-the-story-sahrawi-journalist-hassan-zerouali-defies-moroccan-repression-aft/1219681996283081/

Special Rapporteurs on contemporary forms
of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia
and intolerance, on the Promotion and Pro-
tection of the Right to Freedom of Opinion
and Expression and on the Right to Peace-
ful Assembly and Freedom of Association
(among others), expressed their alarm at the
numerous “accusations of repression and
violence by the Moroccan police and intel-
ligence services against Sahrawi activists,
Human Rights defenders and organizations
defending the right to self-determination of
the people of the Western Sahara”85.

In this context, the right to assembly and
the right to peaceful protest appear closely
linked, insofar as both are subject to
systematic repression. Not only are demon-
strations restricted or dispersed, but other
forms of assembly, commemoration, or col-
lective gathering among Sahrawis are also
obstructed, as are political expressions in
various spheres of public and community
life. These repressive practices are carried
out by both Moroccan authorities and, in
certain cases, by settlers. These actions
intensify particularly on politically significant
dates, with a clearly intimidating purpose.
In 2025, such dates included the 49th anni-
versary of the proclamation of the Sahrawi
Arab Democratic Republic and International
Human Rights Day.

The repression of the right to protest is
typically deployed through a series of inter-
connected violations aimed at preventing
the very possibility of assembly. This begins
with the harassment of politically active indi-
viduals in their homes, the occupation and
surveillance of streets and alleyways lead-
ing to planned demonstration sites, and the
monitoring and harassment of groups of
people traveling to these locations. Finally,
when protests do occur, they are usually vio-
lently dispersed by Moroccan security forces.

85. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (20/03/2025). Citation 2.
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This sequence of events took place in the city
of El Aailn on February 25, coinciding with
the 49th anniversary of the proclamation
of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Repub-
lic, when a peaceful protest was held on
Smara Street. Despite round-the-clock sur-
veillance of the homes of Sahrawi human
rights defenders throughout the day and
the cordoning off and closure of access
roads, Moroccan security forces attacked
the group present in order to disperse it86.
Among those attacked or present at the pro-
test were Sidi Mohamed Daddach, president
of the Committee for the Defense of the
Right to Self-Determination of the People
of Western Sahara (CODAPSO); Abdelka-
rim Mbrikat; Salha Boutanguiza; Mahfouda
Bamba Lefkir, president of the Sahrawi
Committee of Workers and Employees Arbi-
trarily Dismissed by the Moroccan State;
Lahdia Bagna; Abderahman Zayou and Has-
sana Douihi, president and vice-president
of the League for the Protection of Sah-
rawi Prisoners in Moroccan Jails; Laroussi
Lefkire, member of the Sahrawi Committee
of Resistance against the Moroccan Occu-
pation; Oum Saad Bouriel; Haddhom Farik;
Fatimatu Hairash; Khalifa Rgaibi, member of
CODESA; and Bachri Ben Taleb, president of
the Sahrawi Association of Victims of Seri-
ous Human Rights Violations Committed by
the Moroccan State (ASVDH). Even before
the protest began, there had already been
persecution and attacks against human
rights defenders such as Maryam Dambar
and former political prisoner Khadija Lach-
gar. Furthermore, in the case of women, the
attacks incorporate forms of differentiated
humiliation, such as the forced removal of
the melfa, a traditional Sahrawi garment.

A few months later, a similar operation was
deployed again to commemorate the 70th

86. Sahara Press Service (26/02/2025). “Las autoridades de
ocupacién agreden a un grupo de activistas saharauis y les
impiden organizar una protesta pacifica”. www.spsrasd.info/
es/2025/02/26/8195.html
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anniversary of International Human Rights
Day on December 10. After several days of
police siege in various neighborhoods of
the occupied city of El Aaiun and at the spe-
cific homes of human rights defenders, with
the apparent aim of preventing any form of
mobilization, security forces violently dis-
persed a demonstration in El Aaiun87. The
intervention resulted in verbal and physi-
cal attacks against Fatmou El Hairech; Sidi
Mohamed Daddach; Mahfouda Bamba
Lafkir; Mustafa Dah, a former Sahrawi polit-
ical prisoner and member of CODESA; Mina
Baali; Elkouriya Essaidi; Khadijat Duweih;
Jamila Mujahid; and Umm Saad Bourial and
Yahdiha Hamoudi.

Similar scenes also unfolded at smaller-scale
events, demonstrating that repression is not
limited to large-scale events but part of a rou-
tine system of control over public space and
Sahrawi political expression. This occurred on
June 29, when a small group of young Sahrawis
demonstrated in occupied Dakhla, chanting
in solidarity with political prisoners in Moroc-
can jails. They were quickly repressed, their
right to peaceful protest violated88. Similar
incidents were also recorded on October 6,
in occupied Dakhla as well, and on Decem-
ber 23, when in the Moroccan city of Tan-Tan,
the occupying authorities intervened against
a group of unemployed Sahrawis peace-
fully protesting the continued denial of their
right to work and employment. As a result,
several young people suffered injuries of var-
ying severity, and there were also reports of
attacks and attempts to obstruct the docu-
mentation of the police action.

Violations of the right to assembly also
occur in non-protest contexts, such as
on June 16, when Moroccan occupation

87. Sahara Press Service (11/12/2025). “Las fuerzas de seguridad
marroquies agreden a varios activistas saharauis en la ciudad
ocupada de El Aaian". www.spsrasd.info/es/2025/12/11/13443.htm|

88. Sahara Press Service (29/06/2025). “Protests in occupied
Dakhla demand end to Moroccan occupation and release of Sah-
rawi prisoners”. www.spsrasd.info/en/2025/06/29/10518.html
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forces intervened in a youth football tour-
nament to prevent a match from taking
place because the home team was wearing
Algerian national team jerseys. This type of
action is linked to relevant precedents, such
as the events of July 19, 2019, when, fol-
lowing Algeria’s victory over Senegal in the
Africa Cup of Nations, celebrations in the
streets of occupied El Aaiun were violently
suppressed. As a result, dozens of young
Sahrawis were injured and at least thirteen
people were arrested, some of whom were
not participating in the celebrations®. This
incident resulted in the death of 24-year-old
Sahrawi student Sabah Enjourni, who was
run over by two vehicles belonging to the
Moroccan auxiliary forces that did not stop
after the strike.

Finally, on August 15, a group of Sahrawi
defenders -Mustapha Dah, Hassan Douihi,
Al-Ghalia Djimi, Mbareka Aline Baali,
and Mina Baali- traveled to the Lakssabi
cemetery (Tarfaya, Morocco) to attend the
burial of activist Ibrahim Sabbar. Near the
cemetery, Moroccan authorities set up a
checkpoint, where the group was detained
overnight until their identities were verified,
at which point they were forced to return to
El Aaiun.

This surveillance is not sporadic, but rather
a systematic practice, the scope of which is
revealed in a report by the media outlet £/
Independiente, published in September 2024.
The report points to a color-coded system
for categorizing the Sahrawi people, which
the journalist claims to have seen. “In inter-
nal documents, colors are used, and reports
are compiled on each individual, group, and
their cultural and social background. Each
color determines their security assessment.
For example, when a police officer at the

89. Amnesty International (01/08/2019). “Morocco and West-
ern Sahara: Brutal repression of Sahrawi protesters must be
investigated.” www.amnesty.org/es/latest/press-release/2019/08/
morocco-western-sahara-investigate-brutal-crackdown-on-sahra-
wi-protesters-2/
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border posts sees the color red, they must
inform civilian intelligence. They use colors
as a means of identifying a person: whether
they are dangerous or politically active. A
person from Western Sahara is defined by
their political identity”®°, states a Moroccan
agent interviewed in the report.

As noted in previous reports, this constant
monitoring also extends to the digital realm.
A few months ago, it was revealed that
researchers from Cisco Talos and the Yahoo
Advanced Cyber Threats Team discovered
spyware called Starry in a Sahrawi news
app, targeting activists who support the ter-
ritory’s self-determination®. The malicious
mobile application, “FlexStarling,” mim-
icked the app of the Sahara Press Service,
a media outlet associated with the Sahrawi
Arab Democratic Republic. The malware
displayed Spanish-language content from
the SPSRASD website to appear legitimate
to the victim, while simultaneously stealing
information from infected devices.

90. Carrién, Francisco (29/04/2024). “La operacion de Mar-
ruecos para vaciar el Sadhara Occidental de saharauis, al
descubierto. El Independiente. https://www.elindependiente.com/
internacional/2024/09/21/la-operacion-de-marruecos-para-va-
ciar-el-sahara-occidental-de-saharauis-al-descubierto/

91. Cisco Talos (04/09/2024). “Starry Addax targets human rights
defenders in North Africa with new malware.” www.blog.talosin-
telligence.com/starry-addax/
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Source: Sahara Press Service, citation 88.

RIGHT TO PRIVACY, INVIOLABILITY OF THE HOME
AND FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND ASSEMBLY

In 2025, more than 40 cases of violations
of the right to privacy, the inviolability
of the home, and freedom of association
have been documented. As noted in the pre-
vious section, these violations occur both as
a mechanism to prevent protests and gath-
erings, as a form of subsequent control, and
as a means of permanent surveillance, and
since 2022, they have constituted a recog-
nized form of house arrest®2.

In occupied Western Sahara, due to ongo-
ing obstacles to the creation and activities
of Sahrawi associations and organizations,
the private homes of activists and human
rights defenders become political spaces
for organizing meetings, assemblies, and
other collective activities. Therefore, raids,
sieges, and attacks against these homes
not only affect the personal safety and
privacy of their occupants but also consti-
tute a means of obstructing the exercise of
freedom of association and persecution of
Sahrawi organizations that defend the right

92. Human Rights Council (24/01/2023). Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention. Views adopted by the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention at its 94th session (29 August to 2 Septem-
ber 2022) https://www.usc.es/export9/sites/webinstitucional/gl/
institutos/ceso/descargas/A_HRC_WGAD_2022_50_ES.pdf
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to self-determination and human rights.

For this reason, the home of Ali Salem
Tamek, president of CODESA and the
organization’s usual headquarters, has
been subjected to numerous violations of
both the right to freedom of association and
the right to inviolability of the home. As part
of the repressive operation deployed during
the commemoration of the 49th anniversary
of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic
(SADR), from February 24 and for approxi-
mately two weeks, his residence in occupied
El Aaiun was under constant surveillance and
blockade, in addition to suffering repeated
attempts to cut off the electricity supply. In
the early hours of March 1, Moroccan occu-
pation forces stole four cameras installed
on the exterior walls of the house, which
were used to monitor and document the
siege®. This act also constitutes a further
violation of the right to document human
rights abuses.

On May 28, a diplomatic delegation com-
prised of officials from Scandinavian
embassies, an official from the Norwegian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the director
of the Department for the Middle East and
North Africa in Oslo met with CODESA and
ASVDH at the aforementioned address. In
that instance, not only Ali Salem Tamek
‘s residence, but also that of Sidi Mohamed
Daddach, were under close surveillance for
more than 14 hours prior to the meeting®.

On June 30, in an attempt to prevent the
holding of the constituent general assembly
of the CODESA section in occupied El Aaiun,
numerous police vehicles and unmarked
civilian cars surrounded the house from var-
ious points and attempted to prevent entry

93. CODESA (03/03/2025). “Continuaciéon del hostigami-
ento contra el defensor saharaui de derechos humanos, Ali
Salem Tamek, presidente de CODESA". www.codesa-ws.org/
es/continuacion-del-hostigamiento-contra-el-defensor-saha-
raui-de-derechoshumanos-ali-salem-tamek-presidente-de-codesa/
94. CODESA (30/05/2025). “Comunicado de prensa del 30 de
mayo de 2025". www.codesa-ws.org/es/comunicado-de-prensa-3
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through acts of intimidation against several
Sahrawi human rights defenders, including
Saleh Rgaibi, Laarabi El Bakkay, Khadi-
jatou Douih, Jamila Moujahid, El Bachir
Boumoud, Mohamed Salem Boumoud,
Hassan Zerouali, Salek Babur, Boubker El
Fadil, Said Boufath, and Bachar El Ghaz-
aoui®. This surveillance continued for two
more days.

These practices not only affect the per-
son directly targeted, but also their family,
other members of the organization, and,
sometimes, their neighbors, who might also
suffer harassment®. As Mary Lawlor and
other UN Special Rapporteurs pointed
out in a communication to the Moroccan
government in February 2024, the surveil-
lance and continuous presence of security
agents outside activists’ homes, in retalia-
tion to their political activity, “have a chilling
and inhibiting effect on civil society and dis-
courage others from working in the field of
human rights”?’.

In addition to the home of Ali Salem Tamelk,
during the month of February there was
a tight siege of more than a dozen homes
belonging to activists, bloggers, and rela-
tives of Sahrawi political prisoners, with the
aim of preventing celebrations of the 49th
anniversary of the SADR, as well as neutral-
izing any reaction to the illegal visit -contrary
to international humanitarian law- of the
French Minister of Justice and Minister of
Culture to the occupied territory. Within
this context, daily surveillance and block-
ades, lasting between one and seven days,

95. CODESA (03/07/2025). “Las fuerzas de ocupacién marroquies
contintan apuntando contra CODESA". www.codesa-ws.org/es/
las-fuerzas-de-ocupacion-marroquies-continuan-apuntando-con-
tra-codesa/

96. Sahara Press Service (05/08/2025). “Une rapporteuse de
I'ONU expresses ses “vives préoccupations” concernant le
harcélement d'un militant Sahraoui par le Maroc.” www.spsrasd.
info/fr/2025/05/08/9499.html

97. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (12/02/2025). “Joint communication from special pro-
cedures on alleged violations against Sahrawi human rights
defenders.” www.spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/Down-
LoadPublicCommunicationFile?gld=29685
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were imposed on the homes of members of
CODESA as Salka Aamar, Khadijaou Dweih,
Hamdi Agremish, and Jamila Mujahid;
Lahcen Dalil, president of the Association
for the Monitoring of Resources and Envi-
ronmental Protection in Western Sahara
(AREN); and of Bashir Ben Taleb, president
of ASVDH, as well as other defenders and
activists as Lahbib Butenkeza, Mahfouda
Bamba Lefkir, Fatimatu Alhairch, Dagja
Lachgar, Ali Saadouni, Al-Kawira Saaidi,
Maryam Dember and Al-Dhaba Turgi.

A similar campaign of surveillance and har-
assment occurred in April 2025, coinciding
with a solidarity march of over 3,000 kilo-
meters organized by French Human Rights
defender Claude Mangin, wife of Sahrawi
Human Rights activist and political prisoner
Naama Asfari, who is serving a 30-year
sentence in Kenitra Central Prison, Morocco.
The march, titled “Walk for Freedom" aimed to
raise awareness of the situation of Sahrawi
political prisoners, especially those from
the Gdeim lIzik group, denounce the arbi-
trary nature of their detention, and demand
respect for their fundamental rights, includ-
ing Asfari and his wife's right to maintain
contact, which has been violated for over
seven years. In an attempt to discourage
any support for or visibility of the campaign,
Moroccan occupation intelligence services
and other repressive forces besieged the
homes of the families of six prisoners from
the Gdeim lzik group: Ahmed Sbaai, Has-
san Dah, Abdallah Lkhfaouni, Hussein
Zawi, Mohamed Bashir Boutenguiza,
and Mohamed Bourial. In some cases, the
homes were raided, resulting in physical and
verbal attacks, heavily influenced by gender,
against the prisoners’ mothers and sisters,
who were accused of “raising terrorists”<s,

It is no coincidence that this type of violation

98. Sahara Press Service (05/08/2025). “The Sahrawi Republic
presents to the ACHPR the situation of Moroccan violations of
Sahrawi women rights in occupied territories.” www.spsrasd.info/
en/2025/05/08/9486.html!
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is especially recurrent in the case of women
militants and activists of Sahrawi human
rights organizations, since it seeks to break
the struggle not only in the public sphere,
but also in the private one, repressing them
in their space of safety and intimacy.

Between May 10 and 20, Moroccan occu-
pation forces intensified their surveillance
and siege of the homes of human rights
defenders and several Sahrawi civilians
known for their participation in protests
commemorating the founding of the POLIS-
ARIO Front. The homes of Fatmou El
Hairech, Sidi Mohamed Daddach, Mah-
fouda Bamba Lafkir, Mustafa Dah, Mina
Baali, Hasanna Douihi, Elkouriya Essaidi,
Khadijat Duweih, Jamila Mujahid, Umm
Saad Bourial and Yahdiha Hamoudi were
among those besieged.

At the end of October, the Sahrawi people
faced a new wave of repression against their
rights to assembly and association amid
heightened political tension. This tension
was marked by the publication of a draft
resolution presented by the Permanent Mis-
sion of the United States of America, the
visit of an Italian parliamentary delegation
to El Aaiun aimed at strengthening relations
and investments in strategic sectors®, and
the imminent Sahrawi protests marking the
50th anniversary of the military invasion of
the territory. In this context, massive sur-
veillance was deployed in the streets of El
Aaiun, as well as in the occupied cities of
Smara, Bojador, and Dakhla, with the objec-
tive of preventing Sahrawi activists from
expressing their dissent'®. Thus, between
October 28 and 31, Moroccan occupation
forces watched over the homes of several

99. Agencia Nova (25/10/2025). “La delegacion parlamenta-
ria italiana visita El Aaiun, logrando importantes avances en el
desarrollo regional”. www.agenzianova.com/es/news/La-deleg-
aci%C3%B3n-parlamentaria-italiana-visita-El-Aai%C3%BAn--logra
ndo-importantes-avances-en-el-desarrollo-regional./

100. Sahara Press Service (27/10/2025). “Marruecos impone un
bloqueo asfixiante a las ZZ.00 por temor de manifestaciones
saharauis”. www.spsrasd.info/es/2025/10/27/12556.html|

35


https://noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.org/la-republica-saharaui-presenta-la-situacion-de-las-violaciones-marroquies-de-los-derechos-de-las-mujeres-saharauis-en-los-territorios-ocupados-ante-la-comision-africana-de-derechos-humanos-y-de-los-pu/
https://www.spsrasd.info/en/2025/05/08/9486.html
https://www.spsrasd.info/en/2025/05/08/9486.html
https://www.agenzianova.com/es/news/La-delegaci%C3%B3n-parlamentaria-italiana-visita-El-Aai%C3%BAn--logrando-importantes-avances-en-el-desarrollo-regional./
https://www.agenzianova.com/es/news/La-delegaci%C3%B3n-parlamentaria-italiana-visita-El-Aai%C3%BAn--logrando-importantes-avances-en-el-desarrollo-regional./
https://www.agenzianova.com/es/news/La-delegaci%C3%B3n-parlamentaria-italiana-visita-El-Aai%C3%BAn--logrando-importantes-avances-en-el-desarrollo-regional./
https://www.spsrasd.info/es/2025/10/27/12556.html

Sahrawi activists for more than three days,
including Mustafa Dah, Sidi Mohamed
Daddach, Ali Salem Tamek, Mohamed
Boukhaled, Lhabib Rgibi, Aminatou Hai-
dar, Lhassan Dalil, Salha Boutenkiza and
Abdelkarim Ambirkat.

Similar scenes unfolded on June 19, when
Moroccan forces, both uniformed and plain-
clothes, stormed a gathering organized
to commemorate the 55th anniversary of
the Zemla Intifada™', assaulting those in
attendance. Among them were Mohamed
Daddach, Mustapha Dah, a member of
the Sahrawi Organization Against Moroccan
Occupation (/ISACOM ), and Brahim Farik, a
human rights activist'o2,

In addition to these mass surveillance cam-
paignslinkedto periods of heightened political
tension, more localized incidents were also
recorded. When the young Laaroussi Aila
was released from the local jail in occupied
Smara in March, his home was immedi-
ately besieged. The Sahrawi man had spent
approximately four years in detention for
his participation in a peaceful demonstra-
tion held on December 18, 2021, demanding
the Sahrawi people’s right to independence
and self-determination. A similar situation
occurred atthe home of Mohamed Anguigui,
a Sahrawi man, in occupied Dakhla, after his
release on September 22, following three
months in Tawrta prison.

Sahrawi human rights defender and for-
mer prisoner of conscience Sidi Mohamed
Daddach, who spent 25 years in Moroccan
prisons, was subjected to multiple instances
of surveillance and harassment throughout
the year. In addition to being included in the
mass surveillance campaign in February,
in March, two vehicles carrying intelligence

101. Mass demonstration called on June 17, 1970 against the
Spanish colonial presence and a demand for the rights of the
Sahrawi people that resulted in dozens of deaths and injuries.

102. Sahara Press Service (06/20/2025). “Moroccan occupation
forces attack Sahrawi activists after commemorating the Zemla
Uprising anniversary”. www.spsrasd.info/en/2025/06/20/10365.html
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agents from the Moroccan occupation police
were stationed outside both his home and
that of his wife’s family for more than eight
hours. Subsequently, in April, both his home
and his wife’'s were monitored by several
secret police cars, who tracked their move-
ments for more than eight hours. Also, on
September 26, his home was surrounded
to prevent a meeting of the association he
co-chairs with Sahrawi journalist and direc-
tor of the “October 12" platform, Ambeirkat
Abdelkrim, who was also subjected to a
home siege during International Human
Rights Day, on December 10'3. A similar
situation had already occurred on the occa-
sion of the 52nd anniversary of the founding
of the Polisario Front on May 10, when Sidi
Mohamed Daddach’s home had been under
siege since April 24, in a blockade that lasted
more than two weeks. In the same context,
surveillance and a siege were also imposed
on the home of Hassan Dalil, a member of
its executive board and president of AREN,
during the month of May'%4.

Another context in which intense sur-
veillance and home invasions have been
documented is during commemorations
of Sahrawi people who have died or disap-
peared at the hands of the Moroccan state
or under unclear circumstances. A particu-
larly significant case is that of Said Dambar.
Fifteen years after his death from a gunshot
wound to the face inflicted by Moroccan
police in the early hours of December 22,
2010, during the wave of killings, kidnap-
pings, torture, and arrests following the
dismantling of the Gdeim Izik camp, his fam-
ily still does not know exactly where he was
killed, the circumstances of his death, or who

103. Sahara Press Service (09/12/2025). “Las autoridades de ocu-
pacién marroquies contindan sus violaciones y agresiones contra
defensores saharauis”. www.spsrasd.info/es/2025/12/09/13397.html|
104. Por un Sahara Libre (20/05/2025). “ISAACOM condena
sistematicos ataques contra defensores de derechos
humanos saharauis”. www.porunsaharalibre.org/2025/05/20/
isaacom-condena-sistematicos-ataques-contra-defen-
sores-de-derechos-humanos-saharauis/
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fired the shot. Therefore, onthe 22nd of each
month, for the past fifteen years, the family
has gathered at the Dambar house in occu-
pied El Aaiun to honor and commemorate
the young Sahrawi man, who died at the age
of 26, as a collective act of remembrance,
denunciation, and demand for a fair and
impartial investigation. As previous reports
have already indicated'®, these meetings
have been subject to constant harassment,
with supporters and activists being forci-
bly prevented from accessing the home.
Throughout 2025, on numerous occasions,
Moroccan occupation forces endangered
the safety of human rights defenders, blog-
gers, and Sahrawi civilians who came to
express their solidarity with the family.

Similar situations were also recorded in
occupied Dakhla on February 7 and May 11
at the family home of the disappeared Sah-
rawi man, Lahbib Aghreishi. His family had
organized a peaceful demonstration and a
sit-in four years after his enforced disap-
pearance, demanding an investigation and
the disclosure of his whereabouts. Similarly,
on April 15, surveillance and a house arrest
were imposed on the home of Sahrawi Ibra-
him Sika, as part of the commemoration of
the 9th anniversary of his death in police
custody in 2016, after he had been arrested
for his role in organizing peaceful protests
demanding the right to work.

These practiceswerealsorecordedin funeral
and mourning contexts. In May, following the
death of the mother of Bashir Bouamoud,
a member of the CODESA Administra-
tive Committee, the Moroccan occupation
police monitored and surrounded the family
home, harassing Sahrawi people attending
the wake and burial'®¢. A similar situation
occurred on August 14, after the death of
Brahim Sabbar, a human rights defender

105. Miralles, Nora; Said, Hayat; Working Group on Human
Rights in Occupied Territories (2025). Citation 32.

106. CODESA (05/13/2025). “Statement of Bachir Bouamoud.”
www.youtube.com/shorts/Q7CCCG4u8qE?si=1XYi3t9GjEjym9-B
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who spent more than ten years in Moroccan
prisons and subsequently suffered perma-
nent house arrest. On the day of his death,
Moroccan forces surrounded both the
family home and the cemetery, preventing
family and friends from accessing the site
and paying their respects’”’.

Other documented cases of homes under
siege or surveillance include the family of
Gdeim lzik prisoner Mohamed El Bashir
Boutankiza on May 22; Dalil Lahsen on
June 16 and 17; and the family home of the
deceased Sahrawi Ibrahim El Khalil Essa-
bar on September 24.

Regarding the obstacles to exercising the
right of association, it is worth recalling the
case of the Sahrawi Association of Victims
of Serious Human Rights Violations Com-
mitted by the Moroccan State (ASVDH),
which has been unable to carry out its activ-
ities since 2020. After more than 20 years
operating without formal recognition since
its creation in 2005, with the exception of
temporary legalization in 2015, it suffers a
complete blockade, being prevented from
registering as an NGO, opening a bank
account, and facing the constant siege of its
headquarters in occupied El Aaiiin, making it
impossible to carry out its activities and for
its members to access it. This situation con-
stitutes a continuous violation of the right to
freedom of association and peaceful assem-
bly for more than two decades, a fact that
seriously violates Article 22 of the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
as has been noted in previous reports.

TORTURE AND DEGRADING TREATMENT,
ARBITRARY ARRESTS AND JUDICIAL
HARASSMENT

Sahrawis residing in the occupied territories
are subjected to a systematic policy of arbi-

107. Por un Sahara Libre (28/08/2025). “CODESA denuncia la
represiéon marroqui contra activistas saharauis y sus familias”.
www.porunsaharalibre.org/2025/08/28/codesa-denuncia-la-repre-
sion-marroqui-contra-activistas-saharauis-y-sus-familias/
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trary detentions and arrests, trials without
due process, assaults, torture and degrad-
ing treatment, and short-term enforced
disappearances. While there are elements
of racial discrimination, it would be more
accurate to analyze these cases as reprisals
linked to the political activity of human rights
defenders. This is why they are persecuted
and criminalized through the application of
broad and imprecise provisions of Moroc-
can criminal law, particularly those relating
to territorial integrity, public order, and state
security. This pattern has been repeatedly
noted by the UN Working Group on Arbi-
trary Detention (UNWGAD), whose findings
-for example, in the 2024 pronouncement
on the Khatri Dadda case- have identified a
consistent practice of arbitrary detentions,
as well as allegations of torture at the time
of arrest and the use of confessions alleg-
edly obtained under duress as grounds for
detention and subsequent conviction'®,
The Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights defenders has also issued
communications highlighting violations of
international law, including the use of tor-
ture, the denial of guarantees of a fair trial
and the criminalization of peaceful freedom
of expression.

In 2025, the UN Working Group on Advocacy
(WGAD) condemned the failure to imple-
ment its opinion from the previous year'®
regarding the case of Sahrawi youth Al-Hus-
sein al-Bashir Ibrahim, who was deported
by Spain to Morocco in 2019, where he was
tried and remains in detention®. Al-Bashir
Ibrahim was transferred on May 18, 2025,
to a different prison and placed in an over-

108. Opinions adopted by the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention at its ninety-eighth session, 13-17 November 2023.
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/WGAD/2023/67

109. Opinions adopted by the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention at its 101st session, 11-15 November 2024: Opinion
No. 63/2024, concerning Al-Hussein al-Bashir Ibrahim (Morocco
and Spain). https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/40811922v=pdf

110. The Norwegian Support Committee for Western Sahara
(2020). “Saharawi student to face trial, UN concerned.” https://
vest-sahara.no/en/news/saharawi-student-to-face-trial-un-concerned
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crowded cell, in conditions that prevent him
from studying for his university exams™.
The WGAD emphasized that “no action was
taken by the Government of Morocco to
implement this opinion”.

This is, in any case, an ongoing policy in
which the Moroccan authorities have sys-
tematically disregarded and continue to
ignore reparations recommendations with-
out providing redress to the victims. Other
individuals whose cases have been declared
arbitrary detentions, as we will see in the
section on violations of prisoners’ rights,
remain imprisoned, and allegations of
torture and coercion have not been inde-
pendently and rigorously investigated™2.

In this sense, the violations respond to a logic
of control and punishment that not only aims
to reach those who carry out human rights
defense activities, but also all those people
linked to them by family or social ties, as
well as those who are involved in any type
of mobilization or denunciation against the
occupation or in favour of self-determination.

As mentioned earlier, the brief enforced dis-
appearance of Sahrawi blogger Breika Bahi
was documented in 2025. This disappear-
ance is closely linked to his digital activism,
especially on TikTok, where he denounced
the destruction of his grandmother’s land
outside El Aaiun and its subsequent dec-
laration as property of the Kingdom of
Morocco'3;"4. Around 7:00 p.m. on Febru-

111. United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
(WGAD), report to the 60th session of the Human Rights Council
in Geneva. https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4087042

112. Written statement submitted by Al-Basher Foundation for
Development, a non-governmental organization in special con-
sultative status (08/08/2025). https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/60/
NGO/218

113. AFAPREDESA  (02/03/2025). “El joven saharaui
Breika Bahi brutalmente agredido por las fuerzas de
ocupacién marroquies”. www.noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.
org/afapredesa-el-joven-saharaui-breika-bahi-brutalmente-agre-
dido-por-las-fuerzas-de-ocupacion-marroquies/

114. Bujari Santorum, Héctor (23/01/2025). “Marruecos corta
el salario a la madre de Brika Bahi como represalia”. Nueva
Revolucién. www.nuevarevolucion.es/marruecos-corta-el-salario-
a-la-madre-de-brika-bahi-como-represalia/
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ary 28, the young man was intercepted by
four men in civilian clothes and forced into a
car where they covered his eyes, nose, and
mouth with clothes. Once in a desert area
10 kilometers from the city of El Aaiun, he
was stripped naked, handcuffed, and sub-
jected to a beating that caused him to lose
consciousness for several minutes. After
receiving death threats explicitly linked to
his digital activism and an attempted sexual
assault, he was abandoned, barefoot, and
with his mobile phone smashed.

The following month, in March 2025, his
mother’s salary was cut as a form of retal-
iation. She has worked in the traditional
products manufacturing department since
1988. When she went to complain, the admin-
istrator explicitly stated that Bahi would have
to abandon his fight for the Sahrawi people’s
cause or be evicted from the house to receive
his full salary'®, as he recounts in an inter-
view. That is why he argues that wages thus
serve as a veiled threat to ensure the political
submission of the Sahrawi people.

Subsequently, on October 31, he reported
being physically and verbally assaulted
again by the police unexpectedly while he
was sitting talking with other people, a situ-
ation that was confirmed by witnesses.

Regarding arbitrary arrests, on February
19, 16-year-old student Kamal Laroussi,
son of Gdeim lzik prisoner Sidi Abdeljalil
Laroussi, was detained for four hours by
the Moroccan occupation police without
being charged with any crime. He was for-
cibly taken from a sports center near his
home to the El Aailn police station. There,
according to his family, he was subjected to
physical and verbal abuse and threatened
with a firearm in an attempt to extract con-
fessions and fabricate charges against him.

That same month, amid the persecution
of Sahrawi activists to prevent them from

115. Bujari Santorum, Héctor (01/23/2025). Citation 113.
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protesting against the visit of the President
of the French Senate and to prevent them
from going out to celebrate the 49th Anni-
versary of the Proclamation of the Sahrawi
Arab Democratic Republic, activist Mariam
Dambar reported being arrested and mis-
treated by a group of six to eight Moroccan
police officers near her family’s home in the
city of El Aaiun'®.

As part of the same crackdown, activist
Mohamed Anguiguiz, a member of the
Coordination Mechanism for the Struggle
in the occupied city of Dakhla, was also
detained for eight hours after commem-
orating the founding of the Sahrawi Arab
Democratic Republic on social media'.
Four months later, on June 21, Anguiguiz
was arrested again after demanding justice
for the hit-and-run of his son by someone
who turned out to be a high-ranking official
in the Moroccan authorities'®. According
to eyewitnesses, he peacefully protested
in front of the police before being arrested
and subjected to a summary trial three days
later, in which he was sentenced to three
months in prison, a sentence upheld on July
28 by the Agadir Court of Appeals.

Similarly, ~ Sahrawi  political ~ prisoner
Mustapha El Abress was also arrested
on April 2 in El Aaiun for protesting and
demanding the right to work, holding a sign
that read: “Our natural resources are suffi-
cient to provide us with employment.” After
more than an hour, he was released with-
out charge. Following the same practice, in

116. Sahara Press Service (27/02/2025). “Las autoridades de
ocupacién imponen un estricto asedio a las zonas ocupadas y
agreden a varios activistas (lista de victimas)". www.spsrasd.info/
es/2025/02/27/8234.html

117. Cabaleiro, Jesus (02/03/2025). *“Sahara: Agresién
y torturas a un periodista y expulsién de un sindical-
ista espafiol”. No te olvides del Sahara Occidental. www.
noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.org/sahara-agresion-y-tor-
turas-a-un-periodista-y-expulsion-de-un-sindicalista-espanol/
118. El Faradio (24/06/2025). “Activista saharaui conde-
nado a prisién tras protestar por el atropello de su
hijo en Dajla ocupada". www.elfaradio.com/2025/06/24/
activista-saharaui-condenado-a-prision-tras-protestar-por-el-atro-
pello-de-su-hijo-en-dajla-ocupada/
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occupied Dakhla, a patrol of the Moroccan
occupation police arrested Ali Abdaati Ali
on September 29. After being taken to the
police station, he was interrogated about
his presence in an area where pamphlets
advocating for Sahrawi self-determination
had been distributed and was subsequently
released early that same day.

On May 17, human rights defenders Ali
Al-Saadouni and Nour-al-Din Arkoubi were
arrested by a patrol of the Moroccan occu-
pation police in the city of El Aailn without
being informed of the reasons. After being
subjected to a thorough search and verbal
abuse accompanied by death threats inside
the police vehicle, they were released without
charge. It should be noted that in December
2016, both, along with Khalihon Al-Faak,
had already been arbitrarily detained and
sentenced to a year and a half in prison on
charges they denounce as fabricated, follow-
ing multiple unjustified judicial delays™”.

Within the framework of collective organiz-
ing, a group of young Sahrawis from El Aaiun,
members of the Sahrawi Committee for
the Right to Housing, launched a campaign
to demand their right to access housing
and resources. As a result, on January 22,
Ammar Yaya, one of the members, was
arrested for two days by Moroccan author-
ities, and the official identification cards of
Bahaha Al Chouayir, Al-Nouf Al-Chetiwi,
Al-Naama Boumahdi, Ibrahim Boutba’a,
Al-Salami Mohamed, Al-Hafid Al-Toubali,
and Juli Al-Saadi were confiscated, depriv-
ing them of benefits and identification.

On October 30, at dawn, officers of the
Moroccan occupation police intervened
against a group of Sahrawi demonstra-
tors in front of the Atlantic port of Dakhla,
preventing the planned peaceful sit-in and

119. Front Line Defenders (01/18/2017). “Nour al-Din Ark-
oubi protests alleged torture, ill-treatment, arbitrary arrest
and unfair sentencing.” www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/
nour-al-din-arkoubi-protests-alleged-torture-ill-treatment-arbi-
trary-arrest-and-unfair
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arresting 14 young people, who were taken
to the police station to be questioned and
released after more than four hours.

On the other hand, reprisals against Sah-
rawi activists in the form of persecution
and degrading treatment have been docu-
mented this year in several cases, such as
that of Salka Lktif, a member of the Execu-
tive Office of CODESA, who reported in July
that she and her family were subjected to
constant pressure and threats'?®. According
to her testimony, the persecution occurs
even outside the scope of her public activi-
ties as an activist. Similarly, Laroussi Lefkir,
secretary general of AREN, reported on Sep-
tember 26 that he had suffered both physical
and verbal attacks by undercover police
officers in El Aaiun, who brutally beat him,
causing bruises and breaking his glasses.
Very similar situations have been reported
by activists Sidi Ibrahim Lahssieni on
November 28 and Fatima El Hafidi, sister
of Sahrawi political prisoner Abdelmoula El
Hafidi. On May 10, Fatima was threatened
by a Moroccan security officer and a group
of civilians, who forced her to return to her
home, which was under siege at the time.
Four days later, a masked group attacked her
home, threatening her with death, assault-
ing her and her children, and destroying her
belongings. It should be noted that health
services refused to provide her with medical
assistance, and judicial authorities refused
to open an investigation into this attack,
which caused physical and psychological
harm to the victim and her family.

Finally, Ahmed Hammad, a former political
prisoner and vice president of the Commit-
tee for the Defense of the Sahrawi People’s
Right to Self-Determination (CODAPSO),
reported being subjected to a thorough

120. CODESA (21/07/2025). “Comunicado: La Seccién Local
del Colectivo de Defensores Saharauis de Derechos Humanos
(CODESA) en la ciudad de Tan-Tan". www.codesa-ws.org/es/
comunicado-la-seccion-local-del-colectivo-de-defensores-saharau-
is-de-derechos-humanos-codesa-en-la-ciudad-de-tan-tan/
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and provocative search at the airport in
occupied El Aaiun on April 27, including the
inspection of his luggage and clothing. Sim-
ilarly, Maalouma Abdellahi, a member of
the Sahrawi Observatory for Children and
Women, was detained by police officers at
El Aaiun airport on December 26 and sub-
jected to a comprehensive search, being the
only one among all the passengers, after her
participation in the Congress of the Union of
Youth of Saguia el Hamra and Rio de Oro,
held in the Auserd wilaya, in the Sahrawi ref-
ugee camps'?',

On August 8, 2025, the United Nations
Committee against Torture (CAT) urged
the Moroccan government to provide ade-
quate and fair compensation to Sahrawi
political prisoner Naama Asfari, who was
tortured after his arrest on November 7,
2010, including the means for his full reha-
bilitation, and to initiate a thorough and
impartial investigation into the events. The
committee demanded compliance with the
Istanbul Protocol, which establishes effec-
tive procedures for investigating torture and
other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treat-
ment or punishment, in order to ensure
the prosecution of those responsible for
the ill-treatment of the victim. In its report,
the committee also urged the Kingdom of
Morocco to refrain from any form of pres-
sure, intimidation, or reprisal that could
affect the physical and psychological integ-
rity of Naama Asfari and his family. The
committee warned that, if Morocco failed to
do so, it would be in breach of its obligation,
under the Convention, to cooperate in good
faith with the committee.

Furthermore, the CAT is expected to issue
its ruling in 2026 on the case of Ayoub El
Ghan, a young man run over eight years
ago by Moroccan security forces during a

121. CODESA (29/12/2025). “Inspeccién racial contra una defen-
sora saharaui de los derechos humanos”. www.codesa-ws.org/
es/inspeccion-racial-contra-una-defensora-saharaui-de-los-dere-
chos-humanos
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demonstration'2. El Ghan has brought his
case before this body, accusing the Kingdom
of Morocco of torturing him.

THE PERSECUTION OF THE STUDENT MOVEMENT

In addition to being forced to travel to
Moroccan cities to attend university, young
students from the Western Sahara face
specific forms of persecution, particularly
when they participate in the student move-
ment. Repression is exercised both through
internal mechanisms within the universities
-through discriminatory practices, direct
attacks, disciplinary procedures, and threats
of expulsion- and through police and judicial
channels, including widespread criminaliza-
tion, arbitrary mass arrests, and criminal
prosecutions without due process.

On April 25, 2025, the Ibn Zohr Sahrawi
Student Committee of Agadir denounced
the existence of a pattern of academic and
political persecution against the Sahrawi
students movement following the opening
of disciplinary proceedings against three
students for displaying the flag of the Sah-
rawi Arab Democratic Republic during the
commemoration of its 49th anniversary.

Later, on June 26, some students organized a
peaceful sit-in at the same university in soli-
darity with an international campaign calling
on the international community to secure
the release of all Sahrawi political prisoners
held in Moroccan jails. During the protest,
participants chanted slogans demanding
self-determination and displayed banners
featuring photographs of Sahrawi political
prisoners. According to available informa-
tion, Moroccan police forces, supported and
coordinated by the Dean and the secretary
general of the Faculty of Legal, Economic,
and Social Sciences, stormed the protest
alongside members of private security. As a

122. Redress (04/14/2026). “My Fight Now Is to Bring Them to
Justice”: A Survivor’s Stand Against Torture in Morocco.” https://
redress.org/news/my-fight-now-is-to-bring-them-to-justice-a-survi-
vors-stand-against-torture-in-morocco/
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result, several Sahrawi students were sub-
jected to physical and verbal assaults and
threats of arrest and even death. On the
part of the University, some students were
threatened with expulsion and others with
suspension from their studies. Upon leav-
ing the campus, the young people were
followed and monitored again by Moroccan
police and besieged at their homes. They
were also subjected to harassment on social
media and digital platforms, where racist
rhetoric was disseminated aimed at inciting
repressive responses against the Sahrawi
student movement.

Following these events, the university
administration  announced disciplinary
reprisals against students who participated
in “activities hostile to the homeland”?,
characterizing the actions as “violations of
campus regulations”'?4, In a statement, the
Ibn Zohr Sahrawi Student Committee
denounced these measures as “repressive,
vindictive, and a direct attack on the right
to free expression and commitment to our
national cause”.

InSeptember, acampaign of arbitraryarrests
targeted students at the Ibn Zohr University
in Agadir. On September 23, eight Sahrawi
students were arrested outside the Faculty
of Law. These students had been organiz-
ing solidarity activities with Sahrawi political
prisoners and had attended the funeral of
Brahim Sabbar, a prominent human rights
activist. According to Equipe Média, the Fac-
ulty of Law itself filed the complaint that led
to the arrests125 of Salah al-Din Sabbar,
son of the deceased activist, Brahim Babeit,

123. Bujari Santorum, Héctor (06/10/25). “Marruecos intensifica
la represion: estudiantes saharauis detenidos y juzgados”. Kaos
en la Red. www.kaosenlared.net/marruecos-intensifica-la-repre-
sion-estudiantes-saharauis-detenidos-y-juzgados/

124. Contramutis (2025). “Sahrawi June 2025". www.
contramutis.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/junio-
saharaui-2025-f.pdf

125. Equipe Média (28/09/25). “Marruecos detiene a siete estudi-
antes activistas saharauis en Agadir”. El Faradio. www.elfaradio.
com/2025/09/28/marruecos-detiene-a-siete-estudiantes-activis-
tas-saharauis-en-agadir/
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Bachir Lagueizi, Al-Hafed Birman, NurDin
Amflous, Hamza Lyaichi, Alhansali Azman,
and Ayub Laardi, after failing to pass disci-
plinary measures to expel them?'?.

After four of them were released without
charges, on October 15 the Agadir Court of
First Instance sentenced Sabbar and Babeit,
who were still in custody at the time, to one
and a half months in prison and a fine of
4,000 dirhams (about €870); and Birman and
Anflous, who were on provisional release, to
three-month suspended prison sentences.
The students denied the charges against
them, claiming that they were intended to
restrict their student and political activities
within the university. After serving their full
prison sentences, on November 10, Moroc-
can authorities surrounded and monitored
the homes of the Sahrawi students, await-
ing the arrival of the young men recently
released from the local prison in Ait Melloul.

Less than a month later, on December 5,
Salah al-Din al-Sabbar and Brahim Babeit
were arrested again following another
complaint from the Faculty of Law at lbn
Zohr University127. Following a trial held
via Zoom from a prison cell -despite their
request to testify in person- they were sen-
tenced to eight months in prison, a fine of
500 dirhams (46€), and compensation of
1,500 dirhams (about 140€).

On the other hand, it is also worth high-
lighting the continuation of legal procedures
initiated in previous years, such as those of
Sahrawi students Hussein Bourekba and
Ayman Al-Yatribi, young men arrested on
January 23 and March 12, 2024, respectively.
In 2025, the Court of Appeals in Agadir
issued a final ruling on charges of violence,
assaulting an authority figure, obstructing

126.Sahara Press Service (26/09/25). “Secuestrados ocho estudi-
antes saharauis en Agadir”. www.spsrasd.info/es/2025/09/26/
11982.html

127. Sahara Press Service (17/12/25). “Las autoridades de
ocupaciéon marroquies emiten condenas arbitrarias contra estudi-
antes saharauis”. www.spsrasd.info/es/2025/12/17/13530.html|
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roads, theft, and participating in a fight.
These charges were supported by the testi-
mony of Moroccan nationalist students with
whom they had allegedly clashed previously.

VIOLATIONS IN THE PRISON CONTEXT

Human rights violations in prison con-
texts account for one in four of all those
documented in this report. Overcrowding,
humiliation, and degrading treatment with
a strong racist undertone, as well as viola-
tions of fundamental rights -including the
unjustified deprivation of family visits, harsh
material conditions of detention, and the
application of unjustified procedures- trans-
form the prison experience into a space of
intensified punishment. This is compounded
by discriminatory practices, especially those
related to the systematic denial of access
to medical treatment, deliberate medical
negligence, insults, threats of punishment,
and other forms of ill-treatment by prison
authorities, which lead to a serious and
widespread deterioration in the health of
Sahrawi prisoners. Once again, the most
serious violation is the continued deten-
tion of most of these prisoners, especially
those involved in the Gdeim Izik case, who
were imprisoned following the 2010 police
operation that dismantled a protest camp
against the occupation, leaving hundreds of
Sahrawis tortured and dozens detained'?.
Despite rulings by the United Nations Work-
ing Group on Arbitrary Detention in favor of
their release -such as the one issued by the
group in 2023'%%, which found that the trial in
which they were convicted did not meet min-
imum procedural guarantees- the Kingdom
of Morocco continues to hold them in prison.

In addition, the policy of dispersing prisoners
continues to have a severe impact not only

128. CEAS Sahara, “Gdeim Izik". https://ceas-sahara.es/gdeim-izik/

129. Human Rights Council. Working Group on Arbitrary Deten-
tion. “Opinions adopted by the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention at its ninety-sixth session, 27 March-5 April 2023."
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/WGAD/2023/23
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on prisoners themselves, but also on their
families and loved ones, who in many cases
must travel more than 1,000 kilometers to
visit them, visits that are often denied with-
out justification. This occurred, for example,
on September 19, when journalist Salha
Boutenguiza was prevented from visiting
her brother, Mohamed Bachir Allali Bouten-
guiza. Families of Sahrawi political prisoners
also report having been subjected to humil-
iation, threats, and degrading treatment for
demanding the release of their relatives or
denouncing mistreatment. This was the case
of Abdalahi Luali Lejfauni’s mother , who
was made to wait for more than four hours
before being subjected to a provocative and
excessive search™, or of Soukaina Ama-
dour, a human rights defender and sister of
El-Hussein Amadour, who on June 19 was
explicitly threatened with being denied a visit
if she did not agree to strip completely naked
in front of two prison officials™'.

Partial or total restrictions on communica-
tion with the outside world further aggravate
the systematic isolation imposed on Sahrawi
prisoners. This was the case with Mohamed
Lamine Haddi, who was held incommunicado
for more than ten days in April. These restric-
tions also affect the right to a defense, insofar
as isolation and limitations on contact extend
in some cases to the relationship with legal
representation. This is the case of Sidi Abdal-
lah Abbah, who has been prevented from
contacting his lawyer, Maitre Olfa Ouled™2.

130. Sahara Press Service (24/05/25). “El régimen sionizado mar-
roqui se ensafia con presos de Gdeim Izik y sus familiares”. www.
spsrasd.info/es/2025/05/23/9864.html/

131.FrontLineDefenders(24/06/25)."SaharaOccidental:aumentan
las violaciones contra el defensor de los derechos humanos saha-
raui El Hussein Amaadouryla defensora delos derechos humanos
Soukaina Amaadour”. No te olvides del Sdhara Occidental. www.
noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.org/front-line-defenders-sahara-oc-
cidental-aumentan-las-violaciones-contra-el-defensor-de-los-dere-
chos-humanos-saharaui-el-hussein-amaadour-y-la-defensora-de-
los-derechos-humanos-soukaina-amaadour-amb/

132. Por un Sahara Libre (07/05/25). ““Deja de decir que eres un
preso politico”: la guerra de Marruecos contra la verdad entre los
muros de la prisién”. www.porunsaharalibre.org/2025/05/07/
deja-de-decir-que-eres-un-preso-politico-la-guerra-de-marrue-
cos-contra-la-verdad-entre-los-muros-de-la-prision/

43


https://ceas-sahara.es/gdeim-izik/
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/WGAD/2023/23
https://www.spsrasd.info/es/2025/05/23/9864.html
https://www.spsrasd.info/es/2025/05/23/9864.html
https://noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.org/front-line-defenders-sahara-occidental-aumentan-las-violaciones-contra-el-defensor-de-los-derechos-humanos-saharaui-el-hussein-amaadour-y-la-defensora-de-los-derechos-humanos-soukaina-amaadour-amb/
https://noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.org/front-line-defenders-sahara-occidental-aumentan-las-violaciones-contra-el-defensor-de-los-derechos-humanos-saharaui-el-hussein-amaadour-y-la-defensora-de-los-derechos-humanos-soukaina-amaadour-amb/
https://noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.org/front-line-defenders-sahara-occidental-aumentan-las-violaciones-contra-el-defensor-de-los-derechos-humanos-saharaui-el-hussein-amaadour-y-la-defensora-de-los-derechos-humanos-soukaina-amaadour-amb/
https://noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.org/front-line-defenders-sahara-occidental-aumentan-las-violaciones-contra-el-defensor-de-los-derechos-humanos-saharaui-el-hussein-amaadour-y-la-defensora-de-los-derechos-humanos-soukaina-amaadour-amb/
https://noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.org/front-line-defenders-sahara-occidental-aumentan-las-violaciones-contra-el-defensor-de-los-derechos-humanos-saharaui-el-hussein-amaadour-y-la-defensora-de-los-derechos-humanos-soukaina-amaadour-amb/
https://porunsaharalibre.org/2025/05/07/deja-de-decir-que-eres-un-preso-politico-la-guerra-de-marruecos-contra-la-verdad-entre-los-muros-de-la-prision/
https://porunsaharalibre.org/2025/05/07/deja-de-decir-que-eres-un-preso-politico-la-guerra-de-marruecos-contra-la-verdad-entre-los-muros-de-la-prision/
https://porunsaharalibre.org/2025/05/07/deja-de-decir-que-eres-un-preso-politico-la-guerra-de-marruecos-contra-la-verdad-entre-los-muros-de-la-prision/

Medical negligence against Sahrawi prison-
ers is a structural and organized practice
that is replicated in various Moroccan pris-
ons. This manifests, among other ways, in
the deliberate delay of treatments, especially
regarding prescribed diets or urgent surger-
ies'®3; the deliberate omission of scheduled
medical appointments; or the provision of
incorrect or expired medication, as hap-
pened to Ahmed Sbaai, president of the
Association for the Protection of Sahrawi
Prisoners, on October 17. The deteriorating
health of Sahrawi prisoners is described by
their families as “alarming,” and they tire-
lessly denounce the inhumane conditions
of detention and demand effective protec-
tion against further abuse and persecution
within the prisons.

Journalist Mohamed Lamin Haddi, impris-
oned since 2010 and sentenced to 25 years,
continues to be subjected to particularly
harsh conditions of isolation. His confine-
ment in a windowless solitary confinement
cell, deprived of fresh air and natural light
and without regular human contact, means
his only occasional link to the outside world
is through sporadic phone calls with his
mother. According to available information,
he remains deprived of all other forms of
communication, both by phone and in per-
son, and has repeatedly reported being
denied transfer to a hospital for treatment
of asthma, chronic infections in his left ear,
back pain, severe insomnia, and near-total
vision loss™4.

Asimilar situation has been reported regard-

133.Sahara Press Service (04/16/25)."Secretary-General of Polis-
arioFrontwarnsofdangers posed by expansionistand aggressive
policy of Moroccan State.” www.spsrasd.info/en/2025/04/16/9105.
html

134. Observatorio para la Proteccién de los Defensores de
Derechos Humanos (18/06/25). “Marruecos/Sdhara Occidental:
deterioro de la salud del periodista saharaui Mohamed Lamin
Haddi,detenidoarbitrariamentedesdehace15afios”.Noteolvides
del Sahara Occidental. www.noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.
org/marruecos-sahara-occidental-deterioro-de-la-salud-del-peri-
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mente-desde-hace-15-anos-observatorio-para-la-proteccion-de-
los-defensores-de
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ing Mohamed El Bachir Boutangiza, also
a prisoner from the Gdeim Izik group and
sentenced to life imprisonment. His health
has reportedly deteriorated severely as a
result of years of inhumane conditions, mal-
nutrition, and continuous medical neglect.
According to his family, he suffers from
intense pain in his joints, ears, and eyes,
while the prison administration continues
to neglect his medical needs and ignore his
complaints, even deliberately denying him a
sedative for almost three weeks'™®.

Similarly, Abdalahi Luali Lejfauni, also
an inmate at Gdeim lzik serving a life sen-
tence, has reported being deliberately
excluded from the list of people requiring
hospital transfer for medical tests. He has
also reported the confiscation of some of
his sedative medication and threats from
the prison doctor, who allegedly threat-
ened him of being transferred to a mental
health facility after he demanded proper
medical attention'®. Among the most con-
cerning incidents reported are his isolation
in a rat-infested room, with his hands tied
and his eyes blindfolded; prolonged sleep
deprivation; the confiscation of his radio
and personal belongings, including dia-
ries and correspondence; and his forced
transfer after initiating a hunger strike to
protest against the isolation conditions and
repeated medical negligence'®’.

The forced transfer of prisoners to other
penitentiary centres as retaliation for
denouncing their conditions is a recurring
punitive practice within Morocco's system-

135. Sahara Press Service (10/03/2025). “Preso politico saharaui
sufre negligencia médica” www.spsrasd.info/es/2025/03/10/8451.html

136. Por un Sahara Libre (28/01/2025). “Denuncian graves
violaciones a los derechos de presos politicos saharauis en
carceles marroquies” www.porunsaharalibre.org/2025/01/28/
denuncian-graves-violaciones-a-los-derechos-de-presos-politi-
cos-saharauis-en-carceles-marroquies/

137. Sahara Press Service (13/11/25). “Autoridades de ocupacién
marroquies trasladan a preso politico saharaui hacia un paradero
desconocido”. www.noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.org/autori-
dades-de-ocupacion-marroquies-trasladan-a-preso-politico-saha-
raui-hacia-un-paradero-desconocido-sahara-press-service-sps/
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atic policy of repression and dispersal, in
violation of Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva
Convention, which stipulates that detain-
ees must be held in places close to their
habitual residence. During 2025, this prac-
tice was applied, among others, to Sahrawi
political prisoners Aziz Al-Wahidi and
Al-Bar Al-Kantaoui, who also denounced
the unjustified deprivation of family vis-
its for more than 30 days™?; as well as to
Abdelmoula Al Hafidi, El Houssein Ama-
dour™®, and Abdalahi Luali Lejfauni’. In
previous years, the enforced disappearance
of Sahrawi political prisoner and journalist
Mohamed Lamine Haddi, following a hun-
ger strike, lasted for 97 days™".

Despite the punitive measures taken against
all forms of protest, hunger strikes remain
one of the main forms of resistance used by
Sahrawi prisoners to denounce their condi-
tions of detention and attempt to negotiate
with prison authorities, who in some cases
do not even formally acknowledge notifica-
tion of these strikes. Some of these strikes
were coordinated to gain greater strength
and impact, such as those initiated by Aziz
Al-Wahidi and Al-Bar Al-Kantaoui in Janu-
ary; Abdallah Hafed and Mohamed Juna
Babbeit in April; or Sidi Abdallah Ahmed
Sidi Abbah and Mohamed Hassanna
Ahmed Salem Burial in mid-September.

In the prisons of Ait Melloul 1 and 2,
Mohamed Hassan Ahmed Salem Borial,

138. CODESA (24/01/25). “Dos presos politicos saharauis
inician una huelga de hambre indefinida y se dicta una sen-
tencia suspendida contra un activista estudiantil saharaui”.
www.noteolvidesdelsaharaoccidental.org/codesa-dos-presos-polit-
icos-saharauis-inician-una-huelga-de-hambre-indefinida-y-se-dic-
ta-una-sentencia-suspendida-contra-un-activista-estudiantil-saharaui/
139. Por un Sahara Libre (11/02/25). “Marruecos deporta a
presos politicos saharauis en represalia por denunciar torturas”.
www.porunsaharalibre.org/2025/02/11/marruecos-deporta-a-
presos-politicos-saharauis-en-represalia-por-denunciar-torturas/
140. Sahara Press Service (11/13/25). Citation 137.

141. Por un Sahara Libre (03/04/25). “Marruecos intensifica la
represion:incomunicaciéonprolongadadel presopoliticosaharaui
MohamedLamineHaddi".www.porunsaharalibre.org/2025/04/03/
marruecos-intensifica-la-represion-incomunicacion-prolonga-
da-del-preso-politico-saharaui-mohamed-lamine-haddi/
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Mohamed Bani, Sidahmed Lemjayed,
and Brahim Daddi Ismaili, all prisoners
from the Gdeim lIzik group, as well as stu-
dent prisoners Salah Eddine Essabar
and lbrahim Babithan, have repeatedly
reported cell searches during which their
personal belongings are handled, broken,
or confiscated. They have also reported
discriminatory treatment, including the
deliberate placement of prisoners with
chronic or contagious diseases in the same
cells, despite their own fragile health'=.

In Tiflet 2 prison, located east of Rabat,
Sahrawi prisoners continue to denounce
practices of systematic racial discrimi-
nation, including, once again, isolation,
separation from the rest of the prison Sah-
rawi people, and denial of medical care.
The family of Sidi Abdallah Ahmed Sidi
Abba expressed their deep concern over
the loss of telephone contact for more than
20 days without justification, as well as the
harassment they suffered during calls with
relatives at the hands of prison officials.
Similarly, journalist and member of the
Sahrawi Observatory for Human Rights in
the Sahara, El Bachir Khadda, reported
that, in this prison, some guards encourage
Moroccan inmates to participate in acts of
humiliation and provocation, using expres-
sions such as “enemies of the nation do not
deserve medical resources” or “the Sahara
is Moroccan"3,

The right to education is also being vio-
lated in prison. This has been denounced
by various Sahrawi prisoners, including
Hassan Dah, who began a hunger strike on
April 21 to demand full access to his rights,

142. Sahara Press Service (01/24/25). " Sahrawi civilian prisoners
subjected to degrading searches and harassment .” www.sps-
rasd.info/en/2025/01/24/7531.html|

143. Equipe Média (11/08/25). “Denuncian la denegacién
de atencién médica y acoso al periodista saharaui El Bachir
Khadda”. El Faradio. www.elfaradio.com/2025/08/11/denuncian-
la-denegacion-de-atencion-medica-y-acoso-al-periodista-sa-
haraui-el-bachir-khadda/
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including the right to continue his univer-
sity studies™*, Hassan Mohamed Radi, to
whom the prison administration does not
provide the books and materials necessary
to advance his studies; Ayman Al-Yatribi,
who was denied access to the prison library
to prepare for his university end-of-year
exams'?;, and Al-Hussein Amadour, who
has denounced the lack of adequate condi-
tions for studying in overcrowded cells.

RIGHT TO LIFE, ACCESS TO JUSTICE
AND REPARATION

The right to life is one of the most funda-
mental human rights and requires not only
the prohibition of arbitrary deprivations of
life, but also the adoption of effective meas-
ures to prevent foreseeable risks, protect
the civilian Sahrawi people, and guarantee
diligent, independent, and impartial inves-
tigations when deaths, disappearances, or
serious harm to physical integrity occur. In
this context, it is worth recalling that the
Western Sahara remains one of the most
heavily unexploded ordnance-contaminated
territories in the world, with approximately
10 million landmines, thousands of clus-
ter bombs, and other munitions scattered
throughout the territory, responsible for
more than 6,000 deaths™®.

On July 3, a landmine exploded approxi-
mately 80 kilometers from the Guerguerat
area, destroying a vehicle and injuring three
civilians in the vicinity. They were taken to a
hospital in occupied Dakhla with injuries of
varyingseverity. Inajointstatement, the Sah-

144. Por un Sahara Libre (21/04/25). “El preso politico saharaui
Hassan Dah enhuelga de hambre contralas vejacionesy torturas
en la prisién de Kenitra". www.porunsaharalibre.org/2025/04/21/
el-preso-politico-saharaui-hassan-dah-en-huelga-de-hambre-con-
tra-las-vejaciones-y-torturas-en-la-prision-de-kenitra/

145. Sahara Press Service (15/07/25). “Preso politico saharaui
inicia huelga de hambre de advertencia”. www.spsrasd.info/
es/2025/07/15/10816.html

146. El Hafed, Chahid (07/07/2025). “Las minas terrestres
siguen cobrando victimas en los territorios ocupados del
Sdhara Occidental”. Sahara Press Service. www.spsrasd.info/
es/2025/07/07/10665.htm|
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rawi organizations SMACO (Sahrawi Mine
Action Coordination Office), ASAVIM (Sah-
rawi Association of Mine Victims), SMAWT
(Sahrawi Women’s Mine Action Team), and
the Association of Friends of Martyr Hazem
Charitable Works denounced the Moroc-
can state’s refusal to adhere to the Ottawa
Treaty, which prohibits antipersonnel mines.
They emphasized that this refusal reinforces
the occupying state’s responsibility for the
lives and safety of the civilian Saharawi peo-
ple living under the constant threat of these
devices.

Regarding the right to justice and reparation,
one of the most significant cases remains
that of the disappearance of 48-year-old
Sahrawi Lhbib Aghreishi, who disappeared
on February 7, 2022. During a peaceful
protest in front of his home, his mother
reported being pressured to accept a death
certificate that she considers false, insisting
that her son remains missing and that there
is no credible investigation that has clarified
his fate or whereabouts.

Nine days after his disappearance in the
occupied city of Dakhla, the Moroccan occu-
pation forces issued a statement claiming
that Lhbib Aghreishi had been murdered
and his body burned by a 27-year-old Moroc-
can citizen, Youssef El Attaoui. However,
El Attaoui's body had already been found
on February 9, 2022, on the coast near the
city, under unclear circumstances, after he
had been questioned by the judicial police
in connection with the Sahrawi victim'’s dis-
appearance. According to the family, despite
evidence linking him to the abduction, he
was subsequently released in a decision
described as inexplicable, especially given
the gravity of the case. The occupation
forces’ own statement identified him as the
alleged perpetrator of the murder and the
burning of the body to cover up the crime.
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Three years later, the Aghreishi family con-
tinues to demand an independent, impartial,
and effective investigation to determinetheir
son's whereabouts and clarify the numer-
ous contradictions in the case, including
how the Moroccan settler’s body appeared
on the beach, naked and with visible signs
of torture, as stated in the death certificate.
The persistent uncertainty, the lack of clar-
ity, and the pressure exerted on the family
demonstrate a continued violation of their
rights to truth, justice, and reparation.

On the other hand, exiled Sahrawi former
political prisoner Ali Saaoudini denounced
that Moroccan authorities had prevented
the repatriation of his brother’s body, who
died in September in Tenerife after an
illness. In December, Saaoudini publicly
denounced deliberate obstruction by the
Moroccan Consulate in the Canary Islands,
despite having already received repatriation
authorization from Spanish authorities. In
a statement released on social media, the
family indicated they were the target of a
“campaign of revenge” against him, linked

147. Ndiaye, Ngone (10/27/25). Citation 54.
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to his history of political activism in support
of the Sahrawi people’s right to self-deter-
mination148. The family also denounced
that the inability to repatriate the body was
cruelly and unjustifiably prolonging their
grieving process: “That his return home is
being used as a tool of punishment is an
unbearable cruelty” they stated.

148. Equipe Média (22/12/25). “Un cuerpo retenido tres
meses por la burocracia: una familia saharaui denuncia tra-
bas politicas en la repatriacion de su hijo desde Canarias”.
El Faradio. www.elfaradio.com/2025/12/22/un-cuerpo-reteni-
do-tres-meses-por-la-burocracia-una-familia-saharaui-denun-
cia-trabas-politicas-en-la-repatriacion-de-su-hijo-desde-canarias/
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Conclusions and
Recommendations

This report sets out the following recommendations:

TO THE UNITED NATIONS

Correct the drift away from the basic princi-
ples of international law, such as the right of
peoples to decolonization and self-determi-
nation, and redouble efforts to ensure that
this right is exercised in the context of the
Western Sahara, emphasizing that the denial
of this right is the root cause of all human
rights violations. The body must ensure com-
pliance with the fundamental standards set
forth in the provisions of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights. In the absence of an
administering Power, the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral shall collect statistical and other technical
information regarding the economic, social,
and educational conditions of the Territory.

» In the absence of an independent and
credible mechanismto ensure full respect
for human rights in the Western Sahara,
the UN Secretary-General should give
significant space in his report to the UN
Security Council to the violation of inter-
national law, international humanitarian
law and human rights (including notices
and statements issued by the special
procedures of the UN Human Rights
Council) in the Western Sahara.

» The UN General Assembly must urgently
assume, in view of the complex inter-
national context, its legal and political
responsibilities to accelerate the decol-
onization of the Western Sahara, in
accordance with its resolutions 1514
(XV), 1956 (XVIII), 2229 (XXI) and 34/37.

» The Special Committee charged with
examining the situation regarding the

»

»

»

»

implementation of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples should urgently
send a visit to the non-self-governing ter-
ritory of the Western Sahara and report
to the UN General Assembly on the cur-
rent situation of the Sahrawi people.

Instead of fruitlessly encouraging the
parties to maintain and prioritize their
respective efforts to improve the pro-
motion and protection of human rights
in the Western Sahara, the UN Security
Council should include a chapter on
human rights, as well as a chapter on the
rule of law, in MINURSO’s mandate.

MINURSO, within the framework of its
ceasefire monitoring mandate, must pro-
tect the civilian Sahrawi people in the areas
closest to the development of hostilities.

Furthermore, MINURSO must urgently
take control of the buffer zone south of
the Western Sahara and ensure that it
remains demilitarized.

The Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights should implement
the commitments made at the World
Humanitarian Summit (Istanbul, May
2016) regarding the situation in Western
Sahara; in particular, to systematically
speak out against and condemn serious
violations of international humanitarian
law and serious violations and abuses
of international human rights law and to
take concrete steps to ensure account-
ability for perpetrators when these acts
constitute crimes under international
law, as well as to monitor and report
on the impact of the armed conflict on



»

»

humanitarian and health workers and
facilities, as well as on other human
rights defenders with a view to ensuring
the enjoyment of human rights, as part
of its overall report on violations of inter-
national humanitarian law.

The Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights must immediately send
an observation mission to the Western
SEREIER

The UN Human Rights Council must com-
ply with the request made by the General
Assembly in the resolution entitled “Uni-
versal realization of the right of peoples
to self-determination” and pay particu-
lar attention to human rights violations,
especially those related to the right to
self-determination, resulting from foreign
military intervention, aggression, or occu-
pation. In particular, it should consider
establishing a mandate for a Special Rap-
porteur on the situation in the occupied
Western Sahara to effectively protect the
rights of particularly vulnerable or pro-
tected Sahrawi people groups, such as
women, children and adolescents.

TO THE AFRICAN UNION AND
ITS MEMBER STATES

»

»

»

Respect and apply the Objectives and
Principles enshrined in the Constitutive
Act in relation to the illegal military occu-
pation of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic
Republic; in particular those set out in
Articles 3(b), 3(f), 3(h), 4(a) and 4(b).

Implement the decisions adopted by the
Peace and Security Council in relation to
the illegal military occupation of the Sah-
rawi Arab Democratic Republic.

Prevent the opening of illegal consu-
lates or other diplomatic and economic
representations in the illegally occupied
Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic and
close those already open.

TO THE EUROPEAN UNION AND
ITS MEMBER STATES

»

»

»

»

Apply the principle of non-recognition
and non-assistance to internationally
wrongful acts in the case of the illegal
military occupation of the Non-Self-Gov-
erning Territory of the Western Sahara
by the Kingdom of Morocco.

Avoid any act of support to the illegal
exploitation and plundering of the natu-
ral resources of the Western Sahara over
which the Sahrawi people exercise per-
manent sovereignty.

Cease the shipment of weapons, military
equipment and dual-use technology
to the Kingdom of Morocco, due to the
well-founded risk that these will be used
to perpetuate the situation of armed
conflict, occupation and constant sur-
veillance in the Occupied Territories.

Apply Council Regulation (EU) 2020/1998
of 7 December 2020 on restrictive
measures against serious human rights
violations and abuses in relations with
the Kingdom of Morocco, in relation to
the illegal military occupation of the
Non-Self-Governing Territory of West-
ern Sahara.

TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE
OF THE RED CROSS AND THE HIGH
CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THE
GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 1949

»

»

The ICRC should be allowed to visit and
assist protected persons, in accord-
ance with the relevant provisions of the
Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949,

All High Contracting Parties to the
Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 shall
comply with their mandatory obligation
enshrined in Article 1 and guarantee
respect for the Convention in the West-
ern Sahara.



TO THE SPANISH STATE

» The Government of Spain must finally
recognize its responsibility in the decol-
onization of the Non-Self-Governing
Territory of the Western Sahara and
must participate effectively in the search
for a political solution that puts an end
to the illegal military occupation of the
Western Sahara and allows the Sahrawi
people to freely exercise their inalien-
able right to self-determination and
independence, in accordance with the
principles and purposes of the UN Char-
ter and UN General Assembly Resolution
1514 (XV).
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Appendix: legal framework

The unresolved conflict between the King-
dom of Morocco and the Polisario Front
over the Western Sahara must be addressed
through various legal regimes related to
international law, considering that the West-
ern Sahara is a non-self-governing territory
pending decolonization, pursuant to Chapter
Xl of the Charter of the United Nations. In
accordance with UN General Assembly Reso-
lutions 38/40 and 39/40™° of 1983 and 1984,
as well as customary international law, con-
firmed by the International Court of Justice,
the Sahrawi people have the international
legal right to determine their political future
in accordance with their freely expressed will
and desire. Since 1976, Morocco has main-
tained a military occupation of the Western
Sahara. The UN General Assembly confirmed
Morocco's position as an occupying power
in several resolutions, especially Resolution
34/37 of 1979. In this respect, the contin-
ued presence of the Moroccan State in the
territory through the application of force jus-
tifies the application of the laws governing
Non-Self-Governing Territories, as well as the
instruments of International Humanitarian
Law™?, in particular the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilians in Time
of War (Geneva V) of 1949.

In turn, the Kingdom of Morocco, as the
occupying power —not the administering
power— is a signatory to various conven-
tions and treaties applicable in the territory,
enshrined within International Human
Rights Law (IHRL), such as the International

149. United Nations General Assembly. (13/12/84). “General
Assembly Resolution 39/40 on the question of Western Sahara”
(A/RES/39/40). www.docs.un.org/en/A/RES/39/40

150. Mundy, Jacob (2007). “The Legal Status of Western Sahara and
the Laws of War and Occupation”. Strategic Studies Group GEES,
Collaborations No. 1788. www.arso.org/legalstatusMundyGEES.html|

Voices breaking free from repression

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966),
the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (1966), the Con-
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination (1965), the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
(1984), the Convention on the Rights of the
Child (1989), and the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW), adopted in 1979.
The effective control exercised by Morocco
beyond its internationally recognized bor-
ders over most of the Western Sahara and
its Sahrawi people constitutes the starting
point for the application of these conven-
tions and treaties to the occupied territory
of the Western Sahara and Morocco’s inter-
national obligations as Occupant power.

VIOLATIONS WITHIN THE
FRAMEWORK OF THE FOURTH
GENEVA CONVENTION OF 1949

With regard to the scope of application of
the instruments of International Humanitar-
ian Law, UN General Assembly Resolution
34/37 of 1979 refers to the “persistent
occupation of the territory of the Western
Sahara”™ while the Kingdom of Morocco
is capable of fully and competently fulfill-
ing the obligations and commitments of an
occupying power, with all the legal conse-
guences that this entails.

Morocco has recognized the importance of
applying this convention, specifically Chapter

151. United Nations General Assembly. (21/11/79). “General
Assembly Resolution 34/37 on the question of Western Sahara.”
www.documents.un.org/doc/resolution/gen/nr0/383/66/pdf/
nr038366.pdf?token=gt/SS
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lll, which deals with the proper treatment of
prisoners of war. This was evidenced on Feb-
ruary 22, 2002, when Morocco invoked this
chapter to demand the release of Moroccan
prisoners of war held by the Polisario Front
before the International Committee of the
Red Cross'™2. Specifically, the Fourth Geneva
Convention (1949) regulates the protection
of civilians, including those in occupied ter-
ritories, and defines the obligations of the
occupying power towards the civilian Sah-
rawi people™3, for example, by prohibiting
coercion, corporal punishment, torture, and,
in general, the use of any measure likely to
cause physical suffering against protected
persons in the power of the occupying power.
This prohibition applies not only to killing, tor-
ture, corporal punishment, and mutilation,
but also to degrading and inhuman treatment
perpetrated by civilian or military agents (Arti-
cle 3). Article 33 of the Convention, in turn,
establishes that no protected person shall be
punished for offenses they did not commit
and prohibits reprisals against protected per-
sons and their property. It also prohibits the
destruction of movable or immovable prop-
erty belonging -individually or collectively- to
protected Sahrawi people and regulates the
treatment of detainees, their right to medical
assistance, and their hygienic and nutritional
conditions, preventing their transfer outside
the occupied territory during their pretrial
detention or sentence.

Furthermore, the report “Aspects of Inter-
national Law in the Conflict in the Western
Sahara” by the German parliament’s advi-
sory service, published in 2019, asserts that
the Kingdom of Morocco is also violating
Articles 85(4) and 49, paragraph 6, of the

152. International Committee of the Red Cross (February 5,
2004). “Morocco: ICRC meets with relatives of Moroccan prison-
ers held by the Polisario Front.” www.icrc.org/en/doc/resources/
documents/misc/5vwn5k.htm

153. International Committee of the Red Cross. (1949). “Geneva
Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War”. www.icrc.org/en/doc/resources/documents/treaty/
treaty-gc-4-5tdkyk.htm
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Fourth Geneva Convention, which prohib-
its the unjustified removal or deportation
of protected Sahrawi people from occupied
territories and the transfer of parts of pop-
ulation coming from the occupying power
to occupied territories™. This violation is
allegedly occurring through the transfer of
settler population to the Western Sahara,
initially through incentives and subsidies,
and especially in recent years, through “eco-
nomic development” projects planned in
the Occupied Territories.

VIOLATIONS WITHIN THE
FRAMEWORK OF COVENANTS

AND TREATIES RELATING TO
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW

International Human Rights Law is a set of
rules and principles that establish the obliga-
tion of governments to promote and protect
human rights and the fundamental free-
dom of individuals and groups. These rights
are enshrined in the Charter of the United
Nations and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, adopted by the UN General
Assembly in 1945 and 1948, respectively.

INTERNATIONAL COVENANT FOR
CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS

One of the most important instruments for
protecting human rights is the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, adopted
in 1966 and ratified by the Kingdom of Morocco
in 1979. This covenant establishes the civil
and political rights that must be protected by
States, such as freedom of expression, assem-
bly, association and religion, the right to a fair
trial and the right to privacy ™.

154. Bundestag Advisory Service (2019). “Volkerrechtliche
Aspect des Westsahara konflikts.” www.bundestag.de/resource/
blob/645852/ff419d961659efdf894230ee8c07c8a2/WD-2-025-19-
pdf-data.pdf

155. United Nations General Assembly (16/12/1966). “Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights". www.ohchr.org/es/
instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civ-
il-and-political-rights
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Furthermore, the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights establishes the
right of peoples to self-determination and
to freely dispose of their wealth and natu-
ral resources. The defense of these rights
is one of the main catalysts for the human
rights violations documented in this report.
The exercise of human rights by the Sah-
rawi people is thus conditioned across the
board by the inability to effectively protect
the Sahrawi people and to prevent and
denounce the systematic violations result-
ing from the occupation and economic
exploitation to which this territory is sub-
jected. The most frequent violations of civil
and political rights documented are related
to Article 6 on the right to life, and Article
7, which prohibits torture or cruel, inhuman,
or degrading treatment or punishment. Arti-
cle 9, concerning arbitrary deprivation of
liberty, establishes that no one shall be sub-
jected to detention, arrest, or imprisonment
except on such grounds and in accordance
with such procedure as are determined by
law, and that everyone detained shall be
informed, at the time of their arrest, of the
reasons for their detention and notified of
the charges against them, shall be brought
promptly before a judge or other officer
authorized by law to exercise judicial power,
and has the right to trial within a reasonable
time or to be released. Regarding the treat-
ment of prisoners, the Covenant mandates
that everyone deprived of their liberty shall
be treated humanely and with respect for
their dignity and includes provisions on the
rights of juvenile offenders to be brought
before a court of law as expeditiously as
possible for trial. Article 12 establishes that
everyone lawfully within the territory of
a State shall have the right to freedom of
movement within that territory and to freely
choose their residence therein, including the
right to leave any country, including their
own. It also highlights the right to a fair trial
by a competent, independent, and impartial
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tribunal, as well as the right to be informed
promptly and in a language the accused
understands of the nature and grounds of
the charges against them, to have adequate
time and facilities for the preparation of
their defense, to communicate with legal
counsel of their choosing, and to be tried
without undue delay. Furthermore, Article
17 prohibits arbitrary or unlawful interfer-
ence with private and family life, home, or
correspondence, as well as unlawful attacks
on honor and reputation, and establishes
legal protection against such attacks.

With regard to political rights and freedom of
expression and information, Article 19 of the
Covenant stipulates that no one shall be har-
assed on account of his or her opinions, and
guarantees the right to freedom of expres-
sion, which includes the freedom to seek,
receive, and impart information and ideas
of all kinds, whether orally, in writing, or in
print or artistic form, or by any other means;
Article 21 recognizes the right to peaceful
assembly, which may be subject only to such
restrictions as are prescribed by law and
are necessary in a democratic society in the
interests of national security, public safety,
or public order, or for the protection of public
health or morals or the rights and freedoms
of others; and Article 22 guarantees free-
dom of association and the right to form
trade unions. More generally and across the
board, Article 26 establishes that all persons
are equal before the law and have the right,
without discrimination, to equal legal and
institutional protection; therefore, it calls for
the prohibition by law of all discrimination
and for the guarantee to all persons of equal
and effective protection against any dis-
crimination on grounds of race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinions,
national or social origin, economic status,
birth, or any other social condition.

With regard to the jurisdiction and domestic
implementation of the rights set forth herein,
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the Kingdom of Morocco is a State Party to
the Covenant, and is therefore obligated to
respect and protect the right to freedom of
expression and peaceful assembly, the right
to physical and moral integrity, the right to a
fair trial, and the prohibition against torture
and degrading treatment, which are further
reinforced in the subsequent Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which
the Kingdom of Morocco ratified in 1993.
This Convention defines torture as “any act
by which severe pain or suffering, whether
physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted
on a person for the purpose of obtaining a
confession from that person, punishing that
person for an act he or she has commit-
ted, or intimidating or coercing that person
(...) when such acts are inflicted by a public
official or other person acting in an official
capacity, or with the consent or acquiescence
of such a person”'®¢, This standard is trans-
posed into domestic law through the 2011
Moroccan Constitution, which prohibits the
use of torture, and, in terms of public policy,
through the National Mechanism for the Pre-
vention of Torture, established in 2018 and
funded 95% by the European Union for the
2020-2023 period™’.

Furthermore, Article 23 of the Moroccan
Constitution guarantees the presumption of
innocence and the right to a fair trial.

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON
THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

The International Convention on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,

156. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (10/12/1984). “Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment” www.
ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/conven-
tion-against-torture-and-other-cruel-inhuman-or-degrading

157. Council of Europe (sf). “Appui au mécanisme national
de prévention de la torture et au développement du réle du
Parlement au Maroc (2020-2023)". www.coe.int/fr/web/rabat/
appui-aumnp-et-au-parlement
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adopted in 1965, defines racial discrimina-
tion as any distinction, exclusion, restriction,
or preference based on race, color, descent,
or national or ethnic origin which has the
purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing
the recognition, enjoyment, or exercise,
on an equal footing, of human rights and
fundamental freedoms in the political, eco-
nomic, social, cultural, or any other field
of public life. This instrument is relevant
as a legal framework in cases of human
rights violations against the Sahrawi people
related to the discrimination and inequality
they suffer within the territory occupied by
Morocco compared to other groups, due to
their racial and cultural origin.

In this convention, which Morocco has been
a signatory to since 1970, the States Parties
specifically condemn racial segregation and
apartheid and commit to preventing, pro-
hibiting, and eliminating all such practices
within their territories. Article 5 stipulates
that the States Parties undertake to pro-
hibit and eliminate racial discrimination in
all its forms and to guarantee the right of
everyone to equality before the law, without
distinction as to race, color, or national or
ethnic origin, particularly in the enjoyment
of civil and political rights and economic,
social, and cultural rights. This includes the
right to equal treatment in the courts and
all other organs administering justice, and
the right to personal security and protec-
tion by the State against any act of violence
or attack against personal integrity commit-
ted by public officials or by any individual,
group, or institution 8,

In its Article 15, the CERD specifies the obli-
gation of occupying powers to enforce the
convention in non-self-governing territories.

158. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (1965). “International Convention on the Elim-
ination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination”. www.ohchr.org/
en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-conven-
tion-elimination-all-forms-racial
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CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION
OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST WOMEN (CEDAW)

Women and girls are specifically protected
under international law, which addresses
the structural and social inequalities they
face based on their gender—intersecting
with other factors such as social class, race,
sexual orientation, gender identity, and abil-
ities—and which manifest as gender-based
and sexual violence, reduced access to edu-
cation, employment, health, and justice,
economic violence, and the gender pay gap,
among others. The primary instrument for
this protection is the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women, which entered into force
in 1979 and was ratified by the Kingdom
of Morocco in 1993 ™°, This convention, in
addition to enshrining in its articles the right
to physical and mental integrity, the right to
own property and to access and ownership
of land, the right to civil and political partici-
pation, the right to health, the right to family
and free marriage, the right to legal and
juridical equality and issues relating to traf-
ficking in persons, extends the responsibility
of States to discriminatory acts committed
by private individuals, companies, non-state
institutions or non-governmental organiza-
tions, and obliges States to take concrete
measures to prevent, prosecute and elimi-
nate discrimination against women 60,

Furthermore, General Recommendation No.
30 onviolations of women'’s rights in conflict
and occupation contexts underscores that
“women and girls are particularly affected

159. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (1965). “International Convention on the Elim-
ination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination” www.ohchr.org/
en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-conven-
tion-elimination-all-forms-racial

160. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (1979). “Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women.” www.ohchr.org/
en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-elimina-
tion-all-forms-discrimination-against-women
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by sexualized violence in conflict settings,
as a method of humiliating, terrorizing, and
dominating a particular ethnic group "
This violence also hinders women's full par-
ticipation in the public and political spheres.
This recommendation incorporates into
CEDAW the framework of the Women, Peace
and Security Agenda, contained in United
Nations Security Council resolution 1325 of
October 2000 on the prevention, participa-
tion, protection, and recovery of women in
conflict and post-conflict contexts 62,

161. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (2015). “General Recommendation No. 30 of the Committee
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women on Women in
Conflict Prevention and in Conflict and Post-Conflict Situations”
(CEDAW/C/GC/30). www.tbinternet.ohchr.org/ layouts/15/treaty-
bodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW/C/GC/30&Lang=en

162. United Nations (31/10/2000). “Security Council Resolution
1325 (2000) on Women, Peace and Security.” www.acnur.org/file-
admin/Documentos/BDL/2006/1759.pdf
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